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Eastern Region – Ashburn, Virginia 
 

Record of Conversation 

WHO: Herbert Clark 

Mr. Clark stated that while maneuvering, the engine magneto indicator illuminated and one of 
the engine's magnetos failed followed shortly after by the other magneto, resulting in a total 
loss of engine power. He said that he tried to reach FA38, but realized he was not going to 
make it so he "surfed" the airplane into the treetops. Mr. Clark said he made a successful 
landing and the airplane came to rest gently in the trees before it nosed over and fell 60 ft to 
the ground and came to rest on its nose with the tail section sticking straight up in the air.  
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