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My name is Mark F Burns, I am speaking with Trooper Prashaw of the New York State I am making this statement of 
my own free will. On the evening of 05/03!2017 at approximately 8:30PM I was riding a passenger in my brother (TYLER 
BURNS) car We were traveling south on French Hill Road, just north of Number 9 in the Town of Colton. Myself and 
TYLER noticed the lights of a small place and they appeared to be approximately 50 off the ground. I then noticed that the 
p/c.ne pointed itss nose up in the air. I didn1 see or hear it crash. We continued to drive on Windmill Road and I noticed 
smoke approximately 100 feet into the woods. Myself and my brother got out of the car the driveway of the property where it 
crashed. When we got out of the car we met up with the neighbors who stated they 911. My brother was on the phone 
with 911 when we walked up to the wreckage. We attempted to get as close as po~ssiiJte, There was nothing we could do with 
the amount of fire. I believe I witnessed only one occupant, he appeared to sitting in his engulfed in flames. I didn't hear 
any screams, it was dead silent with exception to the sound of the fire. We remained on until the fire fighters arrived on 
scene 

Notice 
(Penal Law §210.45) 

In a written instrument, any perso'"l who knowing ly makes a false statement which such 

committed a crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemea 

Aff:rmed under penalty of perjury 
RD 

thtS ~0~3 _____ day of __ ~M~A~Y ____ ~2~0_17_ 

·OR· 

• Subscnbed and SWorn to before me 

thtS day of 
-------- --------

does not believe to be true has 

10:51 PM 
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TOWN 
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STLAWRENCE 
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I I Ttme Started 

at 1 10:56 PM 
I Full Name: 

I, TYLER J BURNS 

LOCATION OF DEPOSITION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF STLAWRENCE 

TOWN of POTSDAM 

PAGE 1 OF 1 

~--------------------~~~-~-~_s_oA_M ______________________ _LI~-t~-~e-----~ 
State The Following: 

On wday's date being 5317, I, TYLER J. BURNS, am speaking to Trooper Thomas about an incident that occurred earlier 
today near 327 Windmill Rd, Potsdam. 

Eariler today before a·oo P.M., my brother. MARK F. BURNS and I were driving around enjoying the night. I was driving my 
;r.other's car 
which 1s a white ford focus. We started our car ride on Post Road, Canton, which is where MARK lives. We began traveling the 
oack roads with no destination in mind. Around 8:30P.M., I started driving south on Windmill Road, in the Town of Colton 
when I noticed two lights which looked 10 feet apart from one another vertical to each other. We were about a quarter mile 
away from the lights I thought it was a drone or a remote controlled plane at first. The plane did ;ull spin before it entered the 
trees at side angle. We pulled over to the side of the road and that is when I called 911. I heard fire crackling as I got out of the 
car I did not hear any voices coming from the woods. My brother, the neighbors, and I entered the woods to find out if it was 
3 plane or a drone. I recognized one of the neighbors to be Tyler Woods. It took us about one minute for us to get to the plane 
:rom the road. I got about thirty feet away from the plane and saw a big fire. My brother walked closer to the fire than I did 
?ecause ! walked back to the road to keep other people from entering. My brother saw at least one person strapped to the 
-;ockpit seat. A fire fighter arrived and that is when he told everyone who was there to back up. I went back to my car to smoke 
3 c1garette and that is wflen i heard a popping sound come from the crash site. I waited until the Trooper to arrive to get my 

oontact mfonnatkm I did not touch anything while I was at the scr . 
Notice 

(Penal law §210.45) 

In a written 1nstrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which. such perso- s not believe to be true has 

<:ommirted a crime under the laws of the state of New York pumshable as a Class A Misdemeanor. 

Aff1rmed under penalty of perjury 
RO 

this ~0~3--___ dayof __ -=M~AY~--~~2~01~7-

-OR-

• Svbscnbed and Sworn to before me 

:hts day of 



. I 
ST. lAWRENCE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

48 Court 

STATE OF NEW YORK _...:::.A.~. _ of ___ _ 

County of 51. L lA \.,!' H'¥1 ( e 

Dote. 



r 

ST. lAWRENCE COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
48 Court Street Canton 
Tele 

STATE OF NEW YORK _z ___ of _z=--
County of __ .....;s=--...:..+_,_. _ _..L_,c-."'-'---'-~-=---<{"C-¥)~_,__,_(_,.{,"------

Telephone Number: 

to Section 210.45 of the Penal Law 

Dote 



SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL §100.20) 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
-vs. 

Defendant(s) 

iNCIDENT LOCATION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT 

COUNTY OF STLAWRENCE 

TO W /I! of COLTON 

I Date I T1me Started 
I at 
I :··· ' Ct-031'207 7 10'42 PM 

No and Street 

5tate The Following: 

I 
i=uiiName· 

I, I JOSHUA M JOHNSON 

LOCATION OF DEPOSITION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF STLAWRENCE 

TOWN of COLTON 

CfTN . 

SOUTH COi. TON 

I am speakmg with Trooper Dowdle of the New York State Police at my residence located at 
Coiton. County of St Lawrence, State of New York. regarding an incident that took place on the vv•.nniTllll 

Colton on 05103/2017 at approximately 8:40p.m. and I state the following: 

PAGE 1 OF 2 

in the Town of 
the Town of 

i'Ay name is Joshua M. Johnson and I was driving my wife's 2015 Chevrolet Traverse. north on State Highway 56 near the 
bnde in South Cotton at approximately 8:35p.m .. when I observed heavy black smoke in the air in the vicinity of the Windmill 
."?.d in Colton. NY. I picked up the speed and I turned onto the Windmill Rd. to drive towards the smoke. As 1 drove down the 
Wmdmifl Rd .. traveling north, I observed heavy black smoke settling on the ground, kind of blocking the view of the road. I 
observed the main part of the smoke to be on the west side of the Windmill Rd. I was just passing an approximate address of 
250 Wmdmifl Rd. when I observed the heavy smoke. I continued traveling north on Windmill Rd., near th address of 327 
Wmdm1fl Rd . when I looked m a westerly direction of the smoke and observed an approximate acre of the woods to be on fire 
The i~re was located approximately one hundred yards in the woods, west of the Windmill rd. I puffed over to call in the f1re and 
i nouced a young adult white male. approximately in his mid to fate 20's, wearing shorts and a tee shirt, walking out of the 
Vt.'Oods f saw he was on a cell phone and f asked if he had calfed it in and what was going on. He said there was a plane 
crash and I asked him if there was anyone up there and he said "I dont know". I told my wife to call 911. The male never told 
'77e hiS name. 

f r;roceeded into the woods by myself to assess the situation and to relay information to 911. I entered the woods just north of 
327 Windmill Rd. As I walked in. I observed fire and debris and Ray Mudge and Ray Mudge Jr., who were standing 
cp,oroxtmatefy 50 yards In the woods. towards the east side of the cmsh site, near the ~k wall. where~ 

Notice. ~ 
(Penal Law §210.45) 

In a wrrtten instrument, any peoson who knowingly makes a tals~ statement which such person ooes not believe to be true has 

ccmm1tted a crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemeanor. 

A"f·•;r.ec ~nder penalty of perjury 
RD 

~0~3 _____ dayof __ ~M~A~Y ____ ~2~0~17~ 

-OR -

• S•;oscnoed and Sworn to before me 

day ot -------- --------

Time Ended 

05/03/2017 11 :42 PM 



SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL §100.20) PAGE 2 OF 2 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE 

I 

Stat-;: The Following: j 
appeared the plane f1rst made contact with the trees. I asked them 1f they saw anybody nd they both replied "No" I then 
concmued past them and walked towards the main part of the f1re, located approximately ne hundreds. west of Wmdm!ll Rd 
At th1s ume. the flames were scattered and debris was everywhere. I yelled out "Is anyo herer. I rece1ved a response of 
'The pilot 1s here" from a male vo1ce. As I continued to walk towards the fire. 1 observed artial landing gear. several bags on 
the ground. and what appeared to be plane parts on fire and scattered everywhere. I sa checks and what appeared to be 
oank starements locatea all over the ground. 1 continued to walk towards the vo1ce I hea and I asked if they needed help. 
Tne male rep/Jed "No. he ISm the ftre". 1 kept walking toward~·the center of the fire and o served a male. who I know to be 
uanny Watson. standmg near the center of the fire and plane debris. located approximat ly one hundred yards, west of the 
W;namlll Rd I saw Danny /ookmg mto the fire and 1 asked h1m where the pilot was. He oimed m a northerly dtrection and I 
asked n1m If there was anyone else and he said" not that he was aware of". When he p inted. I saw what appeared to be a 
boay tnat was leanmg agamst a tree and it was on f1re. The ent1re body was engulfed in eavy flames and I could not attempt 
2~/ ·:'e sav:ng measures 

1 cooK my phone out and called my brorher, Ben Johnson. who 1s a member of th Colton 1re Department. I knew that they 
were bemg called out to the scene and I wanted to advise h1m of a current locat1on of th incident and number of casualt1es 
mformed h1m there was one person dead and unknown others. He asked me for the ex a t location and I told him just past 
Cnad Moores resJdence. I hung up the phone and observed two males walking towards e. who were walking from the far 
western part of the crash scene. towards Windmill Rd. 1 observed the one male to be Ch d Moore and the other adult whrte 
male was approximately m1d to late 40's in age. wearmg ;eans and a flannel. They both /ked towards me and stopped 
c..:naa had a conversat1on w1th me and I asked h1m if they had seen anything further up ~d he said "Just debris that he could 
see·' He sa1d he d1C1 not go much further than when I saw him. I then heard a voice sa~ " Don't touch it". I knew the vo1ce to 
oe Dale Mackintosh. Dale was dressed m his turnout gear and he is a member of the Cdlton Fire Department. Another vo1ce 
followed. saymg any non ftre department personnel need to leave the scene. I knew this· voice to be my brother, Ben Johnson. 
At th1s t1me. I directed people out of the scene, towards the fire trucks that were stationet' at 327 Windmill Rd. I heard Danny 
Watson say to me "I am a law enforcement officer*. I told him I know, but we have to cle r the scene. At this time. I observed 
uanny's w1fe and son. approximately 22 years of age, standing next to Danny. T)'le thre of them turned and walked out of the 
woods towards 327 WmdmJII Rd. I stayed behind and briefed my brother Ben and Dale ackintosh on location of the body 
and adv1sed them to look further west on the crash s1te for any further victims. I then extted the woods and at approximately 

9: 1 0 p r.; , I reachad /he driveway of 327 Windmill Rd. ,/j/ 

Notice 
(Penal Law §210.45) 

I 
I 

In a wntten InStrument, any person who l<nowtngty makes a false statement which such 

committed a cnme under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Mo<:::rf,nn"'"'"rlr 

does not believe to be true has 

A~1rrned ~.nder penaity of perjury 
RO 

~0~3 _____ ~ayot __ ~M~A~Y----~~~17~ 

-OR-

- S·.bscr•bed and SWorn to betcre me 

ti'IS day o: -------- --------

'-------------------------------------------------"--~~··- -~-·-- · - ------

11:42 PM 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
-· vs. 

Defendant(s) 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT 

COUNTY OF STLAWRENCE 

TOWN of COLTON 

State The Following: 

PAGE 1 OF 1 

TOWN of COLTON 

MY NAME IS CHAD A. MOORE I LIVE AT -----N THE TOWN OF TON NY. AT ABOUT 8:30PM I 
WAS INSIDE MY HOUSE WHEN I HEARD~AS A SONIC FOR A JET. MY WIFE ASKED 
WHAT THAT NOISE WAS. I WENT OUT SIDE TO SEE WHAT IT WAS I SAW THE BEHIND MY HOUSE ON 
FIRE I WENT BACK IN AND TOLD MY WIFE TO CALL 9111 GOT DRESSED AND VE MY TRUCK DOWN TO THE 
SIDE OF THE ROAD WERE THERE WAS ALREADY THREE VEHICLES. I GOT 0 OF MY VEHICLE AND WENT UP 
TO WERE THE FIRE WAS AND I REALIZED IT WAS A PLANE THAT HAD \.A"tJ-i~nrc::u. THERE WAS ALREADY FOUR 
PEOPLE AT THE SITE WHEN I GOT THERE. I TURNED AROUND TO LEAVE THE TE BUT I HEARD JOSH JOHNSON 
COMING TO THE SITE SO I STAYED AND WAITED FOR HIM. WE STARTED FOR SURVIVORS IN THE 
WRECK AND IN THE SURROUNDING AREA. JOSH CALLED IN THAT THERE A BODY AT THE SCENE AND 
THEN HE MADE EVERYONE THAT WAS THERE LEAVE. I WENT BACK TO THE D AND SPOKE TO A FEW FIRE 
FIGHTERS. JACKIE JOHNSON TOOK MY INFORMATION ~ID THAT IF NEEDED ANYTHING SOMEONE 
WOULD CONTACTED ME. I WENT BACK TO MY HOUSE.~ 

Notice ·-
(Penal Law §210.45) 

In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such 

committed a crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a 

Afftrmed under penalty of perjury 
RO 

thiS ~0~3 _____ dayof __ ~M=A~Y~--~2~0_17_ 

- OR -

• Subscribed and Sworn to before me 

thiS day of -------- --------
• Tn s rorm n~ed ~ S\t'o'Otn ~o only w.-ten spectk:"ally requited by d'tt court 

does not believe to be true has 

11:22 PM 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

-- vs. 

Oefendant(s) 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT 

COUNTY OF STLAWRENCE 

:owN of COLTON 

State The Following: 

LOC 

TOWN 

CfTN 

COLTON 

ST 

of 
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OF NEW YORK 

COLTON 

I Ray Mudge reside the Town of Cotton. At approximately I was sitting in the chair in the 
l1ving room of my house and I heard a sound of a revving engine and I knew it ""'"' ""1'1' like an airplane, I then heard one 
11ell of an explosion. I've heard electrical transformers explode and ff sounded nothing that. I grabbed my shoes and ran 
out the door with my father, Ray Mudge and my two boys, Ray and Jacob. I saw a fire in the woods next to my 
neighbor's no use, the whole area was glowing. We then ran right over to where the was, once we got over there I saw a 
bunch of blue, green and yellow bags. The one bag that was on fire had what looked checks in it. I also saw pieces of 
a plane everywhere. I began looking for the body, it took us about three or four before we found the body. The 
body was burning, just looked like char coal. After locating the body, I got my kids from the wreckage. By that time 
the firemen where there and they told us to wait by the road so they can get our name, ><m"'lr ...... _ .... _ .. and phone numbers. 
Miss Johnson then asked me for my information and then they told me to go home. my boys and my father went 
home.-----------------------------------------r---------------------r----------------------~~ 

Notice ·-
filn (Penal Law §210.45) 

In a writteh' instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such 

comm1tted a crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Mi~~demP.l'ln.nt 

Afftrmed urlder penalty of perjury 
RO 

thiS __ 0~3~ __ --dayof __ ~M~A~Y----~~2~01~7-

- OR -

• Subscribed and Sworn to before me 

thiS day of 
--------- ---------

• TI'HS ro, . ., neect be sworn to only When speciflcaliy required by the court 

does not believe to be true has 

11:27 PM 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
-- vs. 

Defendant(s) 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT 

COUNTY OF STLAWRENCE COUNTY OF TLAWRENCE -+-----------------------
TOWN Of COLTON 

State The Following: 

MY NAME IS DENISE G. SCOVIL I LIVE AT 
8:30 PM I HEARD WHAT SOUNDED LIKE A 
LIKE IT WAS SPITTING AND SPUTTERING. 
COULD NO LONGER HEAR THE PLANES 
SEE IF MY HUSBAND HAD HEARD IT 

TOWN 

CfTN 

COLTON 

THE 
USE. 

THIS LASTED FOR ABOUT FIVE 
. I HEARD A LOAD BANG 

Notice 
(Penal Law §210.45) 

In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such 

committed a crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misde 

Affirmed under penalty of perjury 
RD 

this __.::0:.=.3 ___ day of _ __:.:.M::...;A:..:..Y __ ..~..-.:2;:.;:0c.:.1.:....7 

-OR-

• Subscribed and Sworn to before me 

th•s day of 
- --- ------

• T.,.s •orm n~ ~sworn to onry w11en spe<:Woc811) requ~ed by tr>e court 

COLTON 

OF COL TON NY. AT AROUND 
ENGINE OF THE PLANE SOUNDED 

TEN SECONDS AND IT STOPPED. I 
RAN INTO MY LIVING ROOM TO 

does not believe to be true has 

10:36 PM 
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NEW YORK STATE POLICE 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
-vs. 

Oefendant(s) 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK LOCAL CRIMINAL 

COUNTY OF 

TOWN 

'Dste 

On \ 05/0412017 

State The Following: 

STLAWRENCE 

of COLTON 

I T nne Started 
06:17AM 

COURT 

I am speaking with Trooper Dowdle of the New York State Police at 
Lawrence, State of New York, regarding an incident that occurred 
following: 

ATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF STLAWRENCE 

TOWN or COLTON 

the Town of Colton, County of St. 
aDim>J(imatefv 8:30p.m. and I state the 

My name and I witnessed the plane crash that occurred on the """ "''"'"""' of 05103117. I was at my residence 
located in the Town of Colton, upstairs in my bedroom at 8:30p.m .• when I heard an 
extremely plane engine winding down somewhere outside of my house. It did sound like there was an engine failure 
or engine problems. The plane sounded like it was running right, but it was loud. I looked out a second story dormer 
that is located on the east side of my house and I did not see anything. I then out the south window of my bedroom 
and 1 saw a grayish colored plane, probably a two or three seater, flying extremely almost scraping the tops of the trees. I 
saw the plane flying from east to west, somewhere beti!Veen by house and Polniak's The next thing I saw was the plane 
fly across Windmill Rd. and into the woods on the west side of the road. I saw a and heard an explosion. I grabbed my 
phone and went outside to see if everyone was okay and my mom called 911. 

~ 
(Penal Law §21 0.45) 

In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such 

committed a crime under the laws of the state of New York. punishable as a Class A 1\Ai<::ti•orn""''"'' 

Affirmed under penalty of perjury 
TH 

thiS 

- OR-

• Subscribed and SWorn to before me 

does not believe to be true has 

this day of ~~~~iPosniiNl 
ITmeEnded 

. 0510412017 06:40AM 

-------- --------

, · 

--



SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL §100.20) 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
-vs. 

Oefendant(s) 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY COURT 

COUNTY OF STLAWRENCE 

TOWN of COLTON 

State The Following: 

COUNTY OF 

TOWN 

PAGE 1 OF 1 

I am on the Windmill Road in the Town of Colton at the site of the plane crash giving Sarah E. Casey a voluntary 
depcsttton. On May 3. 2017 at approximately 8:30P.M. I was in my residence when all a sudden I heard a low whining 
noise that I could tell was an atrplane The noise didn1 sound good and I could tell the was coming down. I then 
immedtatety heard a loud thud followed by a small gas explosion. My wife, Maureen W liV"""'r'n dialed 911. I walked up the 
road ;rom my residence and went directly up into the woods where I could see the I walked around the crash site 
iookmg for any bodies of anyone who could've been ejected and possibly have i observed numerous bags all over 
the ground. I then observed who I assumed to have been the pilot lying on the ground. burnt beyond recognition 
This was the only body I observed in the area. I showed the body to the fire department they were arriving on scene at 
whtch ttme I extted the area 

Notice 
(Penal Law §210.45) 

In a 'Mitten 1nstrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such 

ommrtted a cnme under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A 

.ott1rmed under penalty of pe~~ry 
TH 

tillS ~~~----dayof __ ~MA~Y~--~~2~01_7_ 

-OR-

• Subscnbed and Sworn to before me 

thiS day of 
-------- --------

believe to be true has 

06:28AM 



GENL-4 (03/05) 

SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL § 100.20) 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
-vs. 

DEFENDANT($) 

LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 

STATE OF NEW YORK l~Jca. l [/, '~ ,: '- \ COURT 

COUNTY OF ~ / - ir.tv I c 11 c <. 

I ~ 'v /\, OF --.:::C~<l ....:l-"t~o:....'\~-----

New York State Police 

PAGE OF 

LOCATION OF DEPOSITION: 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF ;) f· c~ tv/ r-~. C \._ 

r---
\ .4 ·-v.l'\ OF c ~ I T ~ '\ 

FULL J:f'ME: I I 
I, f\' c.PJ (1/~ 

-v, JQ . t~<... ; ....,..,.....c. J~..,. ..,..'"' r 

NOTICE 
(Penal Law§ 210.45) 

In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe 
be true has committed a crime under the laws of the state of New York 'punishable as Class A Misdemeanor. 

Affirmed under penalty of perjury 

this S i \ day of_t/Vl_""-:-.)+----' ~0 (/ 
-OR-

• Subscribed and Sworn to before me 

this day of ----- ------------- --~---
• This rorm need be sworn lo only when specifically required by lhe court 

(WITNESS) TIME ENDED: 

- /( : 3)h ~~---...i__..:.____:..___j 

Page 1 -ORIGINAL Page 2-COPY Page 3-COPY Page4- COPY 



Cen . S1A (R ev . 11/8&) Page __ of __ 

SUPPORTING DEPOSITION CONTINUATION SHEET 

PEO LE vs. ______________________________ ) 
c.-t C.dU ,.,. J c. a.-, d be. ' 

Ql'c::.. 

(( h(/ld 

e. <- (/'" h0 
Jo :c 

f( ~d. '?. 

FALS STATEMENTS MADE HEREIN ARE PUNISHABLE AS A CLASS A MISI:lEM.~WR PURSUANT TO SECTION 
210. 5 OF THE PENAL LAW. 



  MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
 
Heidi Kemner 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation       May 25, 2017 
 
 

Subject:  ERA17FA172 
Who:  Trooper Theodore Levison - NYSP 
 
In an email, Trooper Levison stated following:  

• The pilot’s family didn’t know his exact sleep history, but they knew his sleeping 
patterns.  He would typically fly his 6:30pm to 8:30pm route from Quebec City to 
Montreal.  He would stay in Montreal and sleep until about 3:30am or 4:00am, 
then he would go back to the airport and fly back to Quebec City about 6:30am – 
8:30am.  He would hang out during the day, and usually take another cat nap 
before his 6:30 pm flight from Quebec City back to Montreal.  They made it 
sound like this was a daily routing.  It doesn’t sound like he slept a lot, or had a 
normal sleep schedule.  The family said he had been suffering from a sore back 
lately, and they identified some cold/flu medication in his medicine cabinet that 
resembles the pills that were found at the scene.  The family said he was not 
suicidal. 
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