RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Millicent Hill
Aviation Accident Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: April 13, 2017
Person Contacted: Peter Buffington
NTSB Accident Number: ERA17FA148

Narrative:

During a telephone conversation with Mr. Buffington, he stated that was friends with the pilot
and was in town visiting for Sun-N-Fun. He had planned to fly with the pilot in N3280M after
the accident flight.

He stated the winds were calm, 5-10 knots, sky clear, the day of the accident, and the pilot was
physically in good condition. He, the pilot, another friend of the pilots, and his mechanic, moved
the airplane out of the hangar. He said the pilot walked around the airplane 3 or 4 times
conducting a visual inspection, he stated that he was very meticulous about the airplane. The
pilot added 30 gallons of fuel, topping off the fuel tanks.

The pilot had a problem with the radios when calling for a clearance, the mechanic crawled
under the airplane and through a service panel, connected a wire that was disconnected. The
radios then worked when tested.

He said the pilot taxied out and waited about 5 to 10 minutes before he taxied onto the runway.
Mr. Buffington stated that he walked to a grassy area north of the fuel pumps near the taxiway.

He stated the takeoff was normal, acceleration was good, rotation was normal, then half a second
later the nose pitched up, “it was like someone took the control yoke full aft.” He reported the
airplane stalled and fell to the right, impacted nose low, both wings broke forward, and it rolled
inverted. He called 911 and saw smoke coming from the airplane. He saw two people from a 172
that got out of their plane and ran over to provide assistance.
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He said he thought the pilot reduced power after the nose pitched up, that the airplane fell gently
before it impacted the ground. He thought that is was possible that the pilots seat back gave out,
putting aft pressure on the rear control stick.

He stated it did not seem like he was not fighting the controls, that it seemed there was
something mechanically that he could not overcome.
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Millicent Hill
Aviation Accident Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: April 9, 2017
Person Contacted: Sebastian “Joe” Cadiz
NTSB Accident Number: ERA17FA148

Narrative:

During a telephone conversation with Mr. Cadiz, he stated that he had worked with the pilot
while he rebuilt his PA-12. He stated in 2002 they replaced the fabric on the airplane after it
failed an annual because the fabric on the tail section did not meet inspection standards. New
fabric was installed and lasted until about 2015.

About 2 years ago they started working on the airplane, replacing the cables, electrical wires, and
installing new fabric. He reported finishing the annual inspection on March 24™, and signing off
the annual inspection on March 28, 2017. He stated that after the annual the pilot replaced the
seat cushion. During the initial installation the seat belt was underneath the seat cushion, Mr.
Cadiz alerted the pilot to the mistake and the seat cushion was reinstalled correctly. He stated he
checked the instillation twice to be sure it was correct.

He stated that he was hesitant for the pilot to fly the airplane, he wanted the pilot to do a high-

speed taxi then return to check the tension on the cables and trim. He stated he pilot wanted to
“hurry up and test fly it”, he had a friend in town and wanted to take him flying in the airplane.
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Witness Report of Aircraft Accident at KSFB on April 8, 2017

Witness 1: Brian Cheshire

Rockledge,FL 32995

Witness 2: Jordan Kauffman

Sanford, FL, 32771

At approximately 1300 local time a Red Piper PA-12 Super Cruiser was cleared to take off Runway 27L
and make left traffic for 27L. When the aircraft lifted off from the runway the nose of the aircraft was
lowered slightly but then promptly went directly vertical. The airplane climbed briefly, maybe 10-30
feet, and then stalled starting a spin to the right. The plane then fell nose first directly into the ground.
Upon impact the aircraft burst into flames. Both witnesses ran from our planes located at S5 and S, short
of Runway 27L, to the crash site. The flames were too large and hot for us to see anyone in the plane by
the time we reached the crash site. About 3 minutes later the airport fire trucks arrived and
extinguished the fire. Witness 2 returned to his plane with his student while Witness 1 remained to talk
to the airport ops.
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