
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
PILOT/OPERATOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPOI~T 

This form to be used for reporting civil and public aircraft accidents and incidents 
BASIC INFORMATION 
.-\ccident/lncident Location 

1 Accident/Inciclent Date/Time 

I 

Dato 10/11/2016 
Knoxville T'J \earcst Cit) Place: _ =-~---·-------·-- St~tll" ,. loc:al Time: _1_3_3_0 ______ _ 

~-- --------
" II Ji , I c I l '1 :1 ~\.' 

ZIP 37920 Countr) _u_S_A ____________ -- .. --
rime Zone: _E_S_T _____ _ l.atttuJc 35 ·96N ------- Longitude _8_3_·8_0_W _____ .. 

f[nr..:r 111 dr:crmul degrees or degrees:nnnules:secondsJ 
Collision with Other .\ ircraft: 0 l\1idatr 0 On-ground ® \one 

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION 
Registration :\umber: _N_2_5_0 __ 4_Z _____ _ 

'lanufacturer: Bellanca _________ ·---

'lodel: Super Decathlon, 8KCAB 

Serial :\umber: 329-7? 

Year of 'lanufacture: 1977 __ _ 

Amateur-Built: 0 Yes 
® 'i,) 

1/l~.\ 0 h:lt l'l:llh 

0 IFR-Equipped and Certified 
0 Commercial Space Flight 
0 l"nmanned Aircraft 

1, 'laximum Cross \\eight: 18C~ ____ Ibs 

\\eight at Time of .-\c('idcnt/Incidlent: __ 1_7_8_0 _____ Jb, 

1 :\umber of Seats: 2 Flight Crc11 Seats: _1 ___ _ 

Passenger Sc:ats _1 __ _ 

l

l"abtn Crc11 ';c::th -~---_--_-__ -._---_ 

:\umber of Engines:~ . _ I-C-a-te_g_o_r_y_o_f_A_ir_c_r-af-t-.--l-.~-.p-e--o-f·-A-ir-~-,-o;~l-ti-rH'~-(·.-e-r-ti_f_rc-a-te-----,.~~--L1 ',-a-n-d-~n_g_G_e.La_r------=---==f=:,=tg=,i=n=e,=T=-)-J-le--rs--~-le_c_r_o,-,e-) ___ -
® Atrrlane !Check oil rhut u;p/1 1 , tiur opp!r, ® Reciprocating 0 Liquid R.cd.et 
0 Balloon Standard Spl'cial 0 Retractable 0 lurbo Shali 0 Solid Roc~et 0 Bltmp Dingibk 0 Nunnal 0 /(.:,tr ~ctcd 0 lurbo Prc·p 0 ll1 brid Rc1c~et 0 lrtcl cle li2Ji ail11 hn:l 0 Glider li2J ;\c:mbattc 0 I 111 1 1k'cl 0 lurbu Jet 0 \unc 
0 G1rcJplane 0 BalJ,Jon 0 l'r''' i,I>>Jietl , 0 \llli'hlbtan 0High S~id 0 lurbu Fan 0 LnknLJI\ll 
0 1-leltcopter 0 Cummutcr 0 '.pcc:1al Fl1ght I 01 mcn!.ellCI Fluat Oskid 0 Electric 
0 Pu1~ercd L1ft 0 Transport 0 !:-,peri mental 01 I oat- - 0Ski 
0 Roe~ct 0 L)tility 0 Spectal Light-'Jp,>n 0 I lull 0Skii\\heel Fuel S~ sit em '1\pe I R~ctprocolmg! 0 LiJtr:liigln 0 bpcrimentalllght-'.J''''' 
0 L .. nkno~ln O 0 Uther Launch Rcco1 ef\ S1 stem 0Carburetor ® cucl-lnjec.~·d 

Certificate of Authori7ation or \\'ail"' 'C I J \ 
O'ione D L'n~nn1111 0 \:,JIK 0 l 11~ncmn :-----.-------"-------.------------- -· ·-·-~-- -------,-------· --

({a ted Pm-er Total Time Since·: Oate 
Engine \lanu"a('lur-er's of \lfg. ® JJ,,r,epoller ur Time Inspection 0\erhaul 

I--"'E"'n.=ogiin""e-+-=E"-n"""glirccle--'\--'1--'a"-n"-ut"'.a-'-('cctu~r-'-e'-r __ --+-'=1-":o~de"-:'1--::/S":?·ec.cr,_,ie"'-s~-----t _-,_('ri;JJ_~_m_b_c·_r _ ___ -~-- --=O:.__:.i::..b''--'·'-·'t:... . .:..;llc.:.:lr-=u=cst'--+{ hours) I (hours) _thou_~ eng. 1 Lycomrng AEI0-360-H1A L-1769c-b1A 180 :-~:.__,_______________________ -+------------------+-----·--------------------~------1--------+---------

1 __ b--'1~:...·_c-+--------------------r-----------------+------------------+---------+-------------~------1-------+--------lllg .) 
1-~'---+----------- -·· -----------t---------·----~------4f------· 

ftl~ -1 
-- -- - ------rP_r_o_p_~_l_.le_r_I ______ O=-F-1\.cJ-,,-~t-,I.Ll -------'-- - Pr~pe-,1-le_r_2 ___ ·----0--'rc-,,-.e-d_f_'l-tc_h__.L __ -----

1 

Last Inspection T~ pc ® c lll[J, ·ll.tl'lc IJJt'h 0 c clll\rc):lahk Pitch 
OJUU-Hour OlonllllUOLb \111\Ullhlnc" OCI:,•u:Jd \dJLhtable OCiroundAdjustablc 
0 \ \IP 0 CondttronalJn,pc:ctlun \lanufacturcl Hartzel' . \l<llllli'acturc·· ---·---------® .'\nnual 0 LnknU\\ll - ----------

f \ J,JJol AU 1655_: -=-=-=--=========::.__,--__:_\:.:_1'':_:-d,c~l--=====:===============-1 D<~te Last Inspection: ________ ... 
IIIII/ c/,/))J:l 

Airframe Total Time:--------~ hr, 
hours me<bured at (Sclccr one) 
0 Last lnspe<:tion 01 imc: of Accident lnc:1dcnt 

T~ pe of 'laintenance Program rSeleo uue' 

® .-\nnual 
0 ConJiti,Jnal (.-\marcur-built onh 1 
0 \lanufacturer·s lnspectiun Program 
0 Other .j,pprc'l cd Jn,pcction Progr:m1 (.A-\11' J 
0 Contlllllclll' A1n1 cJrth1nc:'s 
0 Other. opec1fl 

Description of Fire E\tinguishing System 
® \one 
0 Spccit\ 

EL T Installed: 1!) \ ~·, 0 \:o Additional Equipment (Check all rhor appn' 
!/Te.1 0 ADC,-Il 

0 Airframe Parachute EL T .\lanufacrurcr: 
.\lode! or Parr '\o.: 
TSO '\u.: 0 r •,I, 1: I' \lll/1 0C9ia 1121 '\lH/1 

@ ll~r' ,j'.il' \IHzr 

\\a, I.LT still mr•tlllltd in aircraft'? @Yc, 0 '\,, 
\\as 1.1.1 sri II cunntcled to antenna'? ®Yc, 0 '\,• 
Did t:l I \cti1 att,.? 0 1 cs 0 \o 

Did El.l \id in Locating Aircraft: OYe, 0 '·'' 

/(1/(Jt' .l~ fiLl{t:'j 

Indicate Reason: []Impact Damage 
[] l1re I l~mu~c: 
[] lhttcr1 I ,;mcd Daillctccccl 
[] l n,n·.'\1 n 

0 /\ngJc ut . \!tack lnc1<:ator 
D.j,u~op1lut 
D Data Rcc,>r.Jer 
0 Flectr,,n,c I light f3ag or Handheld Dc:~1c·e 
D Llectrnn1c Multifunctit'll Displm 
D Electrontc Primary f'ltght Displa) 
D llandheld CIPS 
0 I leads Up Dis pi a) 
0 On board Weather 
D Satellite Tracking De1 ice 
1i21 Stall Warning S1 stem 
0 \'ideo Recordin~ De1 ice 
0 Other. Spccil\ -



OWNER/OPERA TOR INFORMATION 
Registered Aircraft Owner 

Cit;: Canon City 

'\amc: Mark Joseph Watkins 
State: co ZIP: 81215 ----

~-- -- --~ 

Fractional 011 ncrship Aircrati: 0 Y-.'S ® \,1 
Cuuntr; · USA 

~~-~~----~-
~-Operator of Aircraft 121 ,\'amc' -h Reg!STl'J'~)j (J11 JIL)r 121.),JI/Il' L!tlr~"'.\\ us i<l',"!nh'rt!d ()\1 ner 

~amc: Cit1: ---- ------ -------· - -

Doing Business As: 
State: ZIP: 

\ir Carrier. Operator Designatot- 1 ·+ Character Code J: 
Countt·;: 

--
Operating Certificates Held Regulation Flight Conducted Lnder Revenue Operation for FAR 121, 125, 129, 135 
1Ci1eck :J!!thar apply; 1."l'r!/L)L/ U/1,' 1'" j, .!_/1!/!,'11 

lia :\one ®I \I\ C) I 01 \!<. J>; Of- \R I ' 0 '>cllcdulcd c>! l c'lllllllllcl 0 Domestic 0 Flag Carrier Operatm~ Certificate 1! !\I\ 121 I 01 \1\ [II~ 01 \1\ I 01 .\1\ -l I 0 \on-\chcdukd c1r .\11 I a\t 0 International 0 Supplemental 01 \R 121 01 'IR I'' 01 \R l ' 0 Air Cargo Of- \R 12' OF-\1\ I'"' 01 \ [-( -l --
0 F oretg.n Air Camers !FAR 1291 

0 FAR 91 Special Flight 
0 Passenger 

0 Rotc,rcratl E;;ternal Load (FAR 133) 0 Cargo 
0 Commuter Air Carner (FAR 1351 0 1\on-l. S. C\munercial 0 \1ail Contract Onl: 
Don-Demand .-'lirla.\i il·c\R IJ5) 0 1\on-LS. \un-Cllllllllerct. ! 
0C,1mmcrcial.-'ltrTc'llrtf'AR 136) Purpose of Flight for FAR 91, 103, 133, 137 D -\g.ricultural c\trcraf\ lf-:\R 13~1 0 Publll..' .\1rcraft rSt!!l)-.1 ri/ 1.\"/:,;:_·i ul!t! 1 0 Pilot School (1 AR I-ll 1 0 . \nnc:d I elrcc, 

0 ,\c:nal 0 I irc:llghting 0 Ln~nllllll 0 Cert1 tic ate uf .AuthcniLation or \\ ai1 er 1 ( ·c l.\ 1 0 I c:Jc:r:tl \ l'iJltcatleHt 
0 Commercial Space Transportation 0 ~tate 0 Acn:il t Jb,c:r\ :It ton 0 I ltght Test 

E\penmental Perm<t 
0 l.clce!l 

0 Ait Drc~p 0 Ciltder Tm1 
0 Commercial ',pace Transportatton I teethe 0 :\1r Race She''' 0 Instructional 
0 Other Operator of l.arge .A ire raft 0 l nl-.th'lln 0 f3annn Tc'll 0 Other \\~or~ Usc 

0 f3usine'' ® f\:rsonal 
0 E-.;ecuttl c l e1f[lell :llc 0 Po:-,it!onir-;g 
0 E\tend Lcldd 0 \l-.1dt\ing-Revenue Sightseeing Flight \ir .\ledical Flight 0 /ern 

0 Yes ® \c 0 Yc, ® -..,,, 

AIRPORT INFORMATION (Fill in if accident/incident occurred on approach, landing, takeoff, departure, or within 3 miles of an airport) 

Airport :\arne: Distance From Airport Center:_ Sill 

Airport Identifier: 
----- --~ Direction From Airport: degrees true 

Proximity to Airport: 0 OfL\trporL \irstrip 0 On ,\irpc>n . .\tr,tnp ()'., ' \irport Elevation: n. msl 

- - ~- --
Run11a~ Information Condition of Run\\ay/Landing Surface iC 'heck ,,//that apJ .'\ 1 

Ru1111 a' I D: (l R\'J Length ft \\ idth It D Dn 0 '>tlllll -Compacted 0 \\ atc:r-Calm 
--·-- 0 Helko 0 'incJII-Crtbted 0 \\ atcr-Chopp1 Runway/Landing Surface !Check ali thar apply; 0 l.:c: Co1er<:d 0 '>thlii-Dr\ 0 Water-Glass: 0 Asphalt D Grassrrurf 0 i\1acadam D \\'atcr 0 Rough 0 ',nu11-\\ct 0 Wet 0 Concrete 0 Gra1el 0 Metal/\\ ood 0 Rubber De~x,,n, 0 Sell\ D Din Dice 0 Sn011 0 l nkno11n 0 Slush-Cm creJ 0 \ l'g(.:tatiun 0 Un~n011n 

-- --
Approach/Departure Segment rSt!leu Ollt:!J 

0Ta\i 0 \TR IJcparturc Ot 111ilhll\ill1Cilt -\[1[11\laCh 0 Dc1111111 td 0 1."" A:lprnach 
0 Ta~ce1ff 0 lfR Departure l'rch:Cclutc l'kar:tnc.: Oi.lllclin:c 0 [h,c 0 c,u /\round 
0 I nitta! Climb 0 F1t1.1l 0 \bortcd Lanc.ing latter touchdu11n 

0 Crc'"" 111d 0 Lnkno11n 

--IFR Approach !Checl: all that u;Jp/1 1 \'FR Approach rCheck all thai appl}) 

0 :\une Q:\c11lc 

0 .-\Df :\DB 0PAR 0\11 ~ Dl'I,!Ctkc' 0 T rafllc Pattern [] Stclp and Go D SDF 0 Stdestet• Ottl\ D"''" D StraiC~.ht-ln [] Tuu<:il and Go D \OR T\UR OILS D \'~t< D \.111:, Terrain f'e lie'\\ 111g [] Simulateel Fe>rced l.anJIIli-
0\0RD\H 0 l.c1cali2cl t Jnl1 0\t,u.il D ("' .-\rounJ [] Fcrcccll andtng 
OlM\'\ 0 LUC-b<tck ,·,,uJ 'c 0\_ \lllL!(:t 0 i ,,[[ ~teJp [] Pr~caut!unar: ; .anJtng D R:\A \' Oltrcltng 

0 l_ll. ..... r~)\\ll [] Unknm1n 

4 



"Flight Crewmember I" Re~ponsibilities at the Time ofAccidl•nt'lncidcnt 
® Pilot 0 Co-Pilot 0 Stucknt Pilc>l 0 Fltght \ihtrudc>i 0 Chc~k Pil,>t 0 Uthc·r I light Crc11 

"Flight Crewmem ber I" wa;, pilot !lying 121 'i ~' 0 \,• 
'"Flight Crewmernber I" Identification 

First '\amc: Mark ------------------------------
\Iiddie Initial: J ------
Last '\a me: _W __ a_tk_in_s _________________ __ 

Ag<O at time of Accident 'Incident: _2_8 ____ __ 

Ccrtii'ic~llc '\utnbc·r 
~-----------------------.----------------------

Degree of Injury 

0 \unc 0 !-mal 
® :'-.1inor 0 L'nknlllln 
O Seriou> 

Seat Occupied 

0 lett ® Fn•nt 
0 Right O Rear 
0 Center O Single 

Pilot Certificate(s) !~'heck allrhar apJ>h 1 

0 \one D Flight ln>liLJdc>r 
D Pri1 ate D Recreational 
0 StuJent 0 Sport 

121 c~.\lllllll'r~ial 
0.\irllnc lran,pon 
0 i IJghtl-nglneer 

0 I_ ilklhllln 

D LS \ ilttar\ 
0 F'-y·e1gn 

Cit: of Residence: Canon City 

ZIP 81215 

Reqraint T~ pe 

\\ailable 
0 \one 
0 Lap unh 
0 3-point 
0-+-pcllnt 
® '>-pc1int 
0 Lnknc>\111 

Lsed 
0 ';one: 
®I ap c>nl) 
0 -~--pllinl 

0 +-pl>iill 
0 '-pcllnl 
0 l nkncll\ll 

-----------

Inflatable Restraints 

121 Not Installed 
D Installed 
D l\ot Deployed 
D Deplo\cd 
D L"nkrW11n 

~-----------.--------------------------- -----+----------------------------~--------Principal Occupation 

® Pilut 

1\ledical Certificate 

0 Other 
L' nkmm n 

0 \c>nt 
® l'la." I 

Cla:-;~ 2 

:\ledical Certificate Limitations 
None 

:\ledical Certificate Special ls,uance 

0 Cia"_; 
0 D111 cr", I lcclhC 1 \pcll·t Filc>l ,>n\1 i 

0 Lnkth>lln 

Date of Last Flight Review 
or Equivalent. Including 
FAR 1211135 Checks: 02/17/2015 

Flight Review A ire raft 

_\lake: Cessna 

\lode/: ~7_2 ____ _ 

:\ledical Certificate \alidity 

® Without limitatiUih 11 ai1 ers 
0 \\ ith I imitations/11 ai\ crs 
0 Special Issuance 

0 Unknom; 
0 N/A 

Date of Last :\ledical 

01/11/2016 
111111 dd )}}}' 

-- ---- --------------

Airplane Rating(s) 
1Ched ,dl !lwr apph; 

Other Aircraft Rating(s) 
IC'hed ,;//rh,;r :~;;p/1; 

Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s) 
I( lice~ ,i// {/icl! ciJ'jlfl"J 

li2J \unc 0 :\cllle 
li2J Singk-Eng1nc Land 
D Single-Engine Sea 
121 Multicngine Land 
D \1ultiengtne Sea 

li2J l\ one 
D Air,htp 
D BallcHJn 
D Glider 
0 G\ Jllplanc 
0 I klicc>ptcr 
D 1\l\\crcd I ill 

~------------------------~ 
T~ pe Ratings 

None 

Flight Time 1 El)/cr upproprwre 
number o_llwur.'J m .:oc h ooxJ 

D \,>I)C 
121 \itpl,nc 
D I k IC:c>plcl 
D l'c"lcleJ l.it\ 

0 Airplane Smgle-Engine 
0 Airplane C\1ulti-Engine 
0 Gnoplane 
0 P~\ltred Lilt 

D Instrument ,\irplanc 
D Instrument He I icc,ptcr 
D Helicopter 
0 Glider 
D Sport 

Student fndor,ements (/nc/tnlc d,!leiJ 



"Flight Crewmember 2" Responsibilities at the Time of \ccidcntilncident 
0 Pilot 0 C'o-l'liot 0 :-,tuJc:nt l'tlc>l 0 I ltcchtlthtruct,'l 0 Chc-:~ I'll,>' 0 Flight I ngttll'cr 0 Other I I ight C re11 

"Flight Crewmember 2" was pilot flying 0 Ye, 

"flight Crewmember 2" Identification 

First '\am.:: -------· 

\liddk Initial: 

Last '\amc:: 

--·---------------------1 

Cit: r1f R~sidcn,c 

State: ______ _ /IP: 

Countr:: 
:\g~ ::n time ofAccidentilncicl-:tll: Dmc: ,,lllirth: _________ _ IIIII/ dd ))))' 

Certillcatc '\ .11r bcr: 
Degree of Injury 

0 :\one 0 fatal 
Seat Occupied 

0 Len Orront 
ORear 
Os,ngk 

0 l_nLihlln 
0 Right 0 \1inor 0 l'nknm1 n 

0 Serious 0 l'c:~lter 
Pilot Certificate(s) !Check alltiJul "I'J'h 1 

0 \,me 
0 Pri~eHe 
0 StuJcnt 

0 Flight lnstructc'r 
0 Recreational 
0 Sport 

0 ,·,,mnll·reul 0 I :-, \ltlttar, 
D .-\Jri!llL' I ran~p, 1 rt 0 I u:·c-1gn 
D I lt~·IH I ll>'lnCCI 

Principal Occupation 

0 PliLlt 

'ledical Certificate 

0 Other 
0 Lnkno11n 

0 \,>ne 
0 Cl:h, I 

0 I. Ia" .2 

'Iedical Certificate Limitations 

"edical Certificate Special Issuance 

Date of Last Flight Review 
or Equivalent. Including 
FAR 1211135 Checks: 

mm ddxnl' 

0 I. l,h, 
Q 1)11\cr', :.ICC:Ihc tSpL>rl PiJcJt on> 
0 l 'lkn,>\111 

Flight Revic11 . .\ire raft 

'lakr: _________ _ 

.\lodrl: 

Restraint Type 

Available Lsed 
0 '\one 0 None 
0 I ~lJ' ,,nh 0 l.ap unl1 
Q .1-tWIIlt 0 3-puint 
0 1-pl>llll 0 -!-point 
0 '-pllllll 0 5-pOIIlt 
0 Lnl-tl\\1111 0 l ni-nll\1 n 

'ledical Certificate \alidit~ 

0 \\ rthuut l11111lal1c1 lh \1~11\CI' 
0 \\ ith llmitatl,'lh 1\.11\ch 

0 l nkno11n 
0 '\,,-\ 

0 Sp,:CI3l l"U.IIIcl 

Inflatable Restraints 

0 \ot Installed 
0 l:lstalled 
0 1\ut Dcpl,JI c:,l 
0 Deplo}ed 
0 Unknown 

Date of Last i\ledical 

--· --- --- ---·-------- --- --·--- ·-------

Airplane Rating(s) 
rCheck :;1/rh,u opph! 

Other Aircraft Rating(s) 
!Check oil rhur upph 1 

Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s) 

0 '\o1·.c 
0 '>int:lc-Lngllle Land 
0 Singk-[nginc: Sea 
0 \1ultienglllc Land 
0 l\1ultienginc Sea 

0 \\:one 
0 .\lr,hip 
0 Hdllu'''l 
0 (J!iLki 

0 l.j\!',lJ'I~IIlC 
0 lklr,·,,ptcl 
0 l\11\Crcd I 111 1--------------= -- -·· ---

Type Ratings 

Flight Time rr111er uppruprwre 
17111nber of hours !17 e(l( h /JOX! 

\II 
-\ire raft 

I hi' \la~e 
8: \lode! 

•Chcdml .1:':,, 

0 '\,;nc 
0.\iipl,n, 
D lk 11.-"..l!lk·r 

0 i\1\\~J(..._j. JJ: 

.\irpl~nt' 

Singk 
En ne 

1( .II, lilt!( djlJJ/.1) 

D \,,n, 

0 \iipl.r11e \ni,'.k-1 11~.1nt: 
0 \r:1'l:u1c \lultl·lrL!IItC 
D ~I} r\lpl~nh.: 
0 !J\''.\U~'d JIll 

0 libtrument Airplane 
0 lnstrumc:nt HeiiCL'I'lcr 
0 lklrec1:1ler 
0 C.il1der 
0 Spc1rt 

Student Endorsements !include da1es! 

-\ctual ~imulated Rotorcraft Glider 
Li\!hter 

Than Air 

--i------------t----t------+-------1-----·-f-----+--------l 

6 



ADDITIONAL FLIGHT CREWMEMBERS (Exclusive of cabin crew comolete the followina information\ 

Crew :\ame and Address Seat Occupied I nj u r~ 
--~----- ------- ---- ---~- -

fir>t \:am~ l ll) llf R~~IJ(il~~ 
·- -- ------ ------- 0 Left 0 Frun: 0 "lone 

'\t<itc /II' 0 C~ntcr 0 Rear 0 \JinLlf \liJJk !Jntwl 
-----·---- - ------- 0 R1ght 0 Si1:gk 0 Seriuu' 

Lcbt ".ame. C clllntr·>. 0 L:nkno\\n 0 fatal - --- ---- -- ---· ---- ----

0 Unkno\\n 
-

Pilot Certificate(s) !Check all rhea apph·1 Restraint Type: Inflatable 

0 \:one 0 Flight lnstructt>r D Cummercwl [ll'S \lilitan 
.-hailable Used Restraints 

I 0 \c>ne 0 None 0 Pmate D Rc~reatiunal D Airline Transport [I Fore1gn 0 I 'II' ()nl\ 0 Lap Oni> D \ot ln,tcilleJ 
0 Student D Sport D flight Lngineer o_;.,,,llllt 0 3-point 0 lnstalkcl 

I Total Flight 

------ --- -- 0 +-pr>lnt 0 4-point 0 \:,,t Deplcl\ ed 
Type Rating/Endorsement for Time at the Time 0 '-pr>iill 0 5-point 0 Deplo' ed 

I 
0 l"nhnrmn 0 Unkncm n O Lnkncm n 

Accident/Incident Aircraft'? 0 '\ c' 0 !\u i of this .\rcident!lncident: --------·----hr, 
I I 

Crew 'lame and Address Seat Occupied Injury 
--~- ------------

First '-,ame: Cit~ ,\f Rc:-JJ.:rtv\: 0 !.en 0 Frunt 0 'Jane -------- - - ---
0 Center 0 Rear 0 '.1inor \lidJ!c lnit1al Sta:.-

-- /II' 
- - 0 l\ight 0 Single 0 Seriou' 

----

Last !\am~: Count I\ 0 Unkno\\n 0 Fatal ---------- -- ---- -- ---- - - ·-··----- -

0 Unkno\\n 
------~------------

Pilot Certificate(s) Check ull rh,;r up;'I.J) Restraint Type: Inflatable 
0 C.:one D Fl1ght Instructor 0 Commercial 01 LS \lilnan 

Available Used Restraints 
0 'Jone 0 !\one 0 Pri\ate 0 Recreational D .\irline Transport 0 foreign 0 Lap On!> 0 Lap Onlv 0 \lot Installed 

D Student D Sport D Fli'!llt En~1neer 0 3-point 0 3-p,lint 0 Install eel 
-----] 0 1-pc1int 0 4-puint 0 :\ot Depl''' cd 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time ~ O '·pc>l11l () 5-puint 0 Deplcl\,·,! 
I 0 Lnhno" 11 Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYe, 0 "'' of this Accident/Incident: ill'' i 0 llklhl\\ 11 0 L'.nknullll 

PASSENGER(S)/OTHERPERSONNEL (Include cabin crew; continue on separate sheet if necessary) 

Inflatable 
I 

I 

:\a me and Address Seat I nj u r~ Restraint T~ pe Rj~straints ! Age 

.\\ailable lsecl , 
~ irst '\amc Em1ly C1t\ Dest1n 

0 '''llc 0 \:lne lli2J \lot Installed D Under 5 1 cars 
- 01,1 0 \,>n, 

\l!Jdle ln1tlal p Stene FL /IP 32541 @)\ ,I[Ci ® \Iiiler 0 I c1p Onl\ 0 1 '11' Onll 0 Installed ----- - --

o_;_i'''lllt @ ;-JWIIll i0 l\ot D~pk"cd 1/ L 'nder j_ :.JSA 0'' 0 '-,crl·''-·' l.a,t \:ame Smith Cuuntrl 
,, 

Oi:'L 1 illt ------- - ----- --- 0. \\ll 0 ~ll.i I 0 I l',>lnt 10 Dcplcllecl 0 Chi!J R:,trJint 
0 il~i:\ \\Jl ® >~1 •,1Jill 0 '-p,liiH lo L'nkn''''n 0 Lap-HeiJ 0Crel\ ® Pa"~engl't 0 Other I<. \I ::cr< 0 l n~llcl\\1) 0 I_ nhllUIIn 0 Lnkno\\11 ' 

! 
j--

I Available L:sed 
l1rst '\ame. (_it\ --- OLcti 0 \:one 0 :\one 0 !\:one 0 Not Installed D Lnder 5 1 ears 
\Iiddle Initial State ZIP Ocenter 0 \linor 0 Lap Onl\ O Lap Only 0 Installed --

03-point 0 3-point 0 l"ot Dcplcl\eJ I(Lnder j_ ORi21t 0 s~riuus Last l\ame: ------- Countr>. 
0[_-,;kno\\11 0 fatal 04-point 0 ~+-pc1int 0 De pill\ ed 

0 Cl,ilil "''""'"'I I 
0 Lnkmn1n 0 '-Pc'illl 0 5-point 0 Lnkmmn 0 Lap-HciJ 0 Cre11 0 Pa~senger 0 Other R''" -- OLnhn''"ll 0 l 1nkno\\n 0 l'nhlll11,'1 

I 
-- --------------

i Available l sed 
f 1r,t \:am~ City ------ OLc!t I 0 \:one 

0 \:>nC 0 '--c>nc 0 l\ot !Jbtallcd 0 Lnder 51 cars 
ti1Jddle Initial: State: lll' Oc·cntcJ 0 \lilll'J 0 Lap CJn11 0 Lap ()nl\ 0 Installed ---- -- ----- -

03-p,>iill 0 3-pclillt (fL'nder j. 0!-Z:~ill 110 'iCIIL'll' 0 Not Deplll\cJ Last \:ame cl)lmtr) ------- 0 l l;hllc'lln i0icltcll 0-t-p:'illt 0-1-pumt 0 DepiclYeJ 0 Child Restraint I 0 '"" ---~ i',b,eng~r 0 t!thcr 
0 lnh:h'" 11 ' 0 5-puillt 0 '-pulllt 0 Unkno\\n 0 Lap-He!J !\\1\\ 

1 

I Ol:nhnc>lln 0 lnhnc>\\11 0 l: n kmm n ·--· -- ---~--- - ---+------- ---- I Available l sed l_.irst \cJllc C1t\ -- o,,:t 0'-- 0\cllll' 0 '\,1Jh' D :,:,,l ln,talkJ 0 ln,kr' IC:Jr' 1-1'-
: 0 J.ap I 11111 OI,IJ'Uilil 0 lnstz,lkd 1 

\Iiddle Initial '>tcllc /II' ol ,:ncr 0 \' ---- --

03-pOilll o_;·J'Llln[ 0 I< c:h 0 'ell: .. 0 1\ut Ucpl'" ed /I CnJer -'· La,t \:amc: (\lllJ1ll"\ 
-- 0 L ,;011: 1 :1 II 0 !dl:li 04-puint 0 4-pulnt 0 Deplo\ed 0 Child Rc,traint 

I 

, 0 lnhnu\\n 0 5-pUIIll 0 5-puint D Unk;lC\\11 0 Lap-He!J 0 Crc\\ 0 Pa:,"cngcr 0 ilther j-\,)\\ ---1 0 Unkno\\11 0 [jnkml\\n 
0 U11knm1 11 

I 

7 



FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure D<·stination Type Flight Plan Filed 
\1rpc>rt!Il KDKX 

-\I rc•rt IU 24A ® '-ione 0 Vf'R,!FR 1325 Knoxville !I Ill( --------- Sylva 0 Compan) VFR 0 IFR l'it\ C111 
-·-~--

I 7 EST 
---------------------- 0 Militar) VFR 0 Unh:no1111 State TN 1mc .unt:: _____ \t.ltl' 1\C 0 VFR -- -~----- ------

Cl'Uillr) USA 
(,>Uilll\ USA \ctiYalled? 0Ycs 0 1\o 0 Ln~ll0\\11 -- -- --- ---·-------- -- -·-

Type of A TC Clearance/Service (('heck all rhw cijlj•li' 

ba \one D \pcL"ial \TR 0 \['c,:.t.l: :: D \ I !<. I I ~~·ht I c•llclll 1111_, 0 Cruise D \'FR D II R D \II\ l 'I '·'!' D l'r:ill-tl' .\ell hUrl 0 Unh:n0\111; \,\ 
Airspace where the accident/incident occurred ' ( 'lh>Ck u// rhcil .1/J.' (1, 

Altitude of In-Flight D Cia" A ba Clas, (j 0 \1illl.ln Operauuns .Area (\10.\i Osr'c:cial 0 Class B 0 Demo Area 0 Airpun .\d'. isun .Area 0 A1r Traffic Control Area 
Occurrence: 

0 Class C 0 Warning :\rea 0 Jet Tran~in~c Area 0 Lnkmmn ft IllS! 0 Class D 0 Prohibi(ed Area D TRSA 
0 Class [ 0 Restricted ,\rca 0 Fr\R 93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENT/INCIDENT SITE I 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Obsen;ttion Facility 
!Check all rlwr opph) 

F:kiltt\ Ill KDKX 
li2J \at1onal \\ eather Sen ice 0 (Lllllpanl -----·--- ·----- -------------

1255L 0 Flight Sen ice Station D \liln:u1 Ub"n atlclll i1111e ------ ----------0 TV Radio ba Internet lim~ Ldnl.? EST 
0 Automated Repcm D "\llll..' 

---- --·---------------

Dt,t.rnLC rrom Acc:idcnt '>ttc 4 0 Commercial \\'eather Sc:n ice (DLJ,\ T\ 1 0 l ni-.tll>l\11 --- --------- nm 
0 On-Gc1ard \\ c:ather Uuc.-tt,>t; lrc>lll .Acc:t,knt \tiC 280 degrees true ----· --------- -- -----·----
Basic Conditions Light Condition 
® \'\IC Oll:mn 0 Dct'k 0 Dar!-. '\1t:ht Olnl-.nu11n 
0 I\IL @!la1 0 '\tght 0 Bnght '\t~ht 
0 Lnkncmn 

-----
Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: --- !C) or (FJ 
®Clear 0 Thin Br,r~en ® '\unc: 1 L'lcarl 0 Obscured 
0 Fc11 0 Thin (J, ercast 0 llro~u. 0 I ndetlnite Dew Point: ____ (C) or (FI 
0 Partial Obscuration 0 lnkno11n 0 U1erc:a,r 0 Lnkncm 11 

Altimeter Setting: 0 Scattered ----- Ill I lg 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height or --·-------- \Ill 

It agl ti agl 

--- -
Wind Direction \\ind Speed \\ind Gusts \ isibilit~ UNL llllk, ----------Ia \'ariabk D Calm Ia '\,.t (j ,,, ling 

R\'R feet Ia Light and Variable --------

-or- -or- -or- R \ \ 
---------

miles 
Drrection: degrees true Speed kb \l'c'·.'.l kts Dens it~ Altitude: BOO tt --- ---------- ----------- --
Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation rChr:ck ,,;, r' _,, i.:t- I Reqriction to \ isibility rCh.,·ck uil rhm upph'! 
0 Light li2l '\unc D Urrzzlc D ! · ,·,·;:n:: R .11:1 Ia '\c>tl.: 0 Fcl~ 
0 \!~derate D Raul D kc Pelleb D '-):ll \\ ~h,l\\ D lllc>\\lll•'iluot 0 GruunJ Fug_ 
0 Hea11 D "),h,\\ D ~Ill'\\ f'c:!ict' D : .... 'i..' 1\:lkh \[hi\\\_'] 0 lllll\1 ur,, \:rnd 0 Iluzc 
0 '\ ,\ D !!at! D \n~,,\\ l_lralll::-- D I r·.:cllllC,: Dr;;;k D Ilk>~ I lllc! \null D Icc: Fog 
0 Lnh:ncl\\11 D l\a111 \lh•llcr, D kc Ctlotai' 0 81''" 1n:! Spral' D Smoke 

0 Duot 0 Unkno1111 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount T~pc \mount ~-~ pe Type rCheck allrhar app(1) Se\ critl' 
® '\urc: 0 1\•A ® '\cl!le 0 '\ .\ Ia I\ one 0Light 
0 Trace 0 Rime 0 Ira~.-'(' 0 RttllC 0Ckar A1r 0 \lndc:ratc 
0 Ltght 0 Clear 0 lt~!H 0 lk:ll 0 I err~un-lnducc:d 0\nere 
0 \!~derate 0 \lt'\ed 0 \l:ldcr:n-.: 0 \11\cc/ 0Cul1\c:L'tllc Turbulence Obtrcmc 0 Se~ ere 0 L'll~llU\\11 0 lic1elc () l :11-.lh'l\ 11 
0 L11~11llllll 0 Lnh:1l\•1111 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in f'ffi~ct at the time of the accident/incident: NONE 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage 
0 '\one 0 Substantial 
0 \1inor ® Destrcl\ed 

0 Unkn~1111 

Aircraft Fire 
® '\c'ne 
0 In-flight 
0 IJ!I-(Jtcllltlli 

0 ll 'Lh lnc>und c1nd ln-rlrght ® \,,nc: 
0 I rr,' ,n i rl~th>\111 Titre 0 lti llr~ht 
0 i, llr\Il•'\' 11 Q U11 (JJ,lUJlLl 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 l:,plcJSronat Lnknu11nl.rmc 
0 Lnl-.nm1n 

1----------------------- ------- l
\lrcraft Explosion 

----------------- ---- ---- -------------------
Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Propert1 ,_ "' , . "'·.; , 11 •• "'u, 1 

Left w1ng failure, two locations 1nboard and outboard 1nternal tuel tanK (Internal and inboard of wrng), Cockpit roof separation, Wind 
screen and window ejection, Tail tors1on and failure, Door crackeo. One propeller bent 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Please type or print in in!<) 
Dc:>crib<:: 11hat occu~rcd in chronological order·. rncluding circum:<~llc'e,; kading tel and ncrtmc eli' accident incidcnL D.::scribe terrain and include 
IHCCkage distribution sketch if pertinent. Attach C:'\tra sheets i!'ncc·J.:,L State departure time ar1,1 ~tn,llucatiun. ,;en ices obtallled. and intended 
destination, Provid.: as much detail as possibk, 

On October 11, 2016, a Bellanca Super Decathlon model KCAB aircraft. bearing the FAA registration number f\12504Z and owned by Mark J, Watkins. crashed during a visual flight rules (VFR) flight in daylight hours, The flight was operated pursuant to 14 C,F.R. Part 91 During 
the accident flight, the aircraft was occupied by Mark J Watkins, as pilot-In-command (PIC) w1th one passenger aboard, 

After conducting a prefligt1t inspection securing baggage rn t'le rear of the a1rcraft, and ensur1ng that the sole passenger was 
comfortably seat belted and safety briefed. the aircraft was stared at about 1315L EST The engine reached normal operating 
temperature while situated in the parking structure of the F1xed Based Operat1on (FBO) before the PIC announced his intentions on the common traffiC advisory frequency (CTAFJ(i e 126 6) and began tax11ng to runway 08, 

An engine run-up was completed wh1le holding short of runway 08 At the t1me. all engine and aircraft system indications appeared 
normal prior to departing runway 08 to the Southeast The plan was to follow the French Broad River East away from Knoxville and clear of McGee Tyson Airspace prior to turning South in order to complete the trip Southeast to Jackson County Airport, r'-IC (24A), 

A safe enroute altitude had been established before necessity clrove adjustments to be made due to birds and variable terrain to the North of the river, Within minutes of departure and less than five miles from the field, the aircraft experienced a rapid deceleration, pitch down and left yaw forces, The PIC continued to "fly'' the aircraft through the unstable external conditions by applying full engine power and utilizing full pitch up, roll right and yaw right forces from the aircraft aerodynamic control surfaces, The condition lasted only moments until the aircraft was "released" from the deceleration forces, With full power and full surface control deflection, a lett slip and extreme loss of 
altitude were readily apparent The PIC announced "Prepare for Impact'' The aircraft impacted the nver, 

Following impact, water completely filled the aircraft, The PIC ir itially exited through the aircraft passenger door, unrestrained the 
passenger, and pulled himself and his passenger out of the right rear of the aircraft to the surface of the river, l1fter checking for injuries, the two aircraft occupants made their way to the river bank until finding a safe position to climb atop Emergency crews arrived by ground 
and air extremely timely due to calls from local workers and residents. 
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RECOMMENDATION (How could this accident/incident have be•en prevented?) 

Operator 011 ncr s~tkt: RccotnmcndJtillll 

Increase altitude minimums by at east double to ensure aaeqJate reactton ttme to avotd obstacles 

MECHANICAL MALFUNCTION/FAILURE (If more space is needed, continue on separate sheet) 

Was there 'lcchanical 'lalfunction/Failun•'? 0 l '' 121 '\ ,, Total Time/Cycles 
'~I _l.t'.). lnr the JhJ!ne c!/1171! port. m:I!litf,IL !itl'r!f" fl-Jrt ;w S't!l'!tit !7U ,/Jl,/ .ic'.\_'ri/'~ I ilL ,' i On Part 

Hour, 

C\ clcs ------

--
Time Since This Part 
I nspected/Overha u Jed 

I lour' 

FUEL & SERVICES INFORMATION 
Fuel on Board at Last Takeoff Fuel Type 
rCunrt'rtjl·om pounds. as nr:ce~stuy; 0 Sil 87 0 I I' ! -l' 0 .let 8 0 Other. specit\ --· 

-

40 ® I Ill! L,•\1 I ~.1,: 0 I cl \ 0 II'~ 
Gallum 0 lr,(r l.lU 0 let I 0 \ Jt1 lflll'LI \ C 

- - ·- -- ------- ----- ---- -------------- -- ------------- -
Other SerYices, if An~, Prior to Departure 

EVACUATION OF AIRCRAFT 

\\as an emergency evacuation of the aircraft performed'? 121 y,:,; D '\ l \ 

---- --~------ ---- --'lethod of Exit- Describe ho11 the occupants exited and hllll man: ,x,:upatlb c1 acuatcd each loca:iun 
Pilot unrestrained himself and passenger before facilitattng the exit of the aircraft through the right and only passen9er door and the 
evacuation of the scene, breachin9 the surface of the river to the 1·ear and nght of the aircraft 

OTHER AIRCRAFT- COLLISION (If air or ground collisi<>n occurred, complete this section for other aircraft) 

Aircraft Registration 'lumber 'Ian u factu rer: Damage to Other Aircraft ------- ----
[J Dc:;tro\ cd D \lilh'r Model: 
[J Substa;1tial 0 \:one 
~' 

Registered 0\\ ner of Other Aircraft Pilot of Other Aircraft 

\:ame: \:amc - -~----- ·----- -- ------- ---
l'itl 

------ Cit:· ---· ------ ------- ·--- ---·--Statl': Ill' State: IW -· - ·---·· 

l'ountr; : Countr;. 
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*Missing Aircraft information resides in the Aircraft Logbooks last known to be located in a rear pocket inside in the cockpit of the aircraft. 
Coordination is underway with the salvage company to recover the information. Information omitted [Page 3] Engine DOM and Times, 
Inspection Dates and Times. and ELT Information. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Date of this Report i\ame of Pi I 

10/28/2016 Signature: 
nundd_n:n 

-- or--

If a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

:\ame: __________ _ 

Signature: -----------------­

--or-- 0 Check here to elcctronicall) sign this duc·umcnl 

Title: 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 
:\TSB Accident/Incident No. Reviewed by :\TSB Regional Officl I '\arne of Investigator 

II 

--------------------1 

Date Report Recei\ ed 
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