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To:    Roberto Gonzalez, ATL FSDO Manager 

From:    ASO ATL FSDO 11 

Prepared by:   Steven Davidson, Avionics Inspector 

Subject:    N7620B Accident Investigation 
 
On April 30, 2016 at approximately 1040 EST, N7620B an Aeronca Champion S/N 7BCM-384 
departed Falcon Field (KFFC) for recreational flying in the local area.  The aircraft was operated 
under Title 14 CFR Part 91 by the American Airpower Heritage Flying Museum with two 
passengers on board.  Ten minutes after takeoff the aircraft experienced a loss of power and had 
to make an emergency landing on a grassy field that was part of a gas pipe line right away in 
Tyrone, Georgia.  The aircraft sustained substantial damage and no injuries were reported.  
 
An Inspector from the Atlanta FSDO was notified of the accident on April 30, 2016 at 
approximately 11:30 A.M. and was dispatched to the scene.  On arrival the Inspector was met by 
the Owner/Pilot and the Local Law Enforcement personnel, and was quickly escorted to the 
wreckage site.  A review of the aircraft wreckage revealed that the aircraft had sustained 
substantial damage during landing. The damage consisted of bent structural tubes along the front 
and underside of the fuselage. The landing gear had been crushed and severely damaged where it 
attaches to the frame. The propeller displayed bend characteristics normally associated with a 
prop that was making power on impact.  The aircraft had a current registration and airworthiness 
certificate on board.  A review of the aircraft maintenance log books showed that the aircraft had 
received a current Annual and 100 Hour Inspection on 6 Oct 15 with no deficiencies noted and 
all Airworthiness Directives had been complied with. An examination of the Pilot’s credentials 
showed that he had a current Second Class Medical with an ATP/Flight Instructor/Ground 
Instructor Certificate and no previous violations.  
 
During the interview with the Pilot, he stated that 10 minutes after takeoff from KFFC he was 
headed south of Fayetteville at 3000 MSL when all of a sudden the engine began to lose power 
and the RPM dropped to 2,000.  To try and correct the issue he applied carburetor heat with no 
change in RPM. He then turned off carburetor heat as he cycled both magnetos with no change in 
power. Realizing that nothing was helping and he would be unable to make it back to the airport, 
he declared an emergency and looked for a place to safely land the aircraft.  The Pilot stated that 
he located a grassy pipeline strip and decided to put the aircraft down in that spot. Upon landing 
the Pilot decided to do a wheel landing to plant the main wheels on the ground and lower the tail 
as speed slowed down. However, when the wheels began to touch the hay, he realized the hay 
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was very tall and within seconds the wheels were being retarded by the high grass. Almost 
instantly the wheels were caught by the grass as the aircraft was slammed to the ground causing 
substantial damage to the fuselage. The Pilot was able to evacuate himself and the passenger 
safely. At the approval of the NTSB the aircraft was transported to a private hanger owned and 
operated by the Commemorative Air Force at Falcon Field (KFFC). 
 
On May 12, 2016 an Inspector from the Atlanta FSDO and a member of the NTSB travelled to 
Falcon Field to perform an assessment of the aircraft and engine. There were no deficiencies 
noted with the engine or aircraft.  
 
Based on a review of the Icing Conditions Graph Chart with an Ambient Temperature of 80 
degrees F and a Dew Point of 63 degrees F with a 60% Relative Humidity for that day would 
have put the aircraft in a serious icing at glide power range.  
 
Aircraft Inspection Status: 
1.  Aircraft: 1956 Aeronca Champion, 7BCM, S/N 7BCM-384. 
2.  Engine: Continental C85 Series 
3.  Propeller: McCauley 1A90 
4.  Current Registration: DOI January 23, 2006 Expires July 31, 2019 
5.  Standard Airworthiness Certificate: DOI R 08/09/1956 
6.  Annual Inspection was completed on 10/06/2015 A/C Hobbs: 256.1 and A/C T.T.  1600.6 
7.  100 Hr. Inspection was completed and returned to service on 10/06/2015  
8.  An Airworthiness Directive list was available and all AD’s were signed off as complied 

with during last Annual Inspection on 10/06/2015. 
9.  The Current aircraft total time is 1611.8 Hours and 273.7 Hobbs as of 4/30/2016. 
10.  The aircraft has operated 11.2 hours since the last 100 Hr. and Annual Inspection on 

10/06/2015. 
 
Pilot Inspection Status: 
1.  Certificate #  
2.  ATP/Flight Instructor/ Ground Instructor 
3.  Current Second Class Medical: 04/20/2015  
4.  Total Hours Flying: 7500 
5.  Total Hours in Make and Model: 180 
6.  Regulatory Check Ride: 4/19/16 
7.  Recent Pilot Training: 07/2015 
8.  No previous EIS records reported. 
 
Environmental Conditions:  
1.  Actual Weather: VMC 
2.  Runway Conditions: Dry 
3.  Precipitation: N/A 
4.   Temperature: 80 degrees F  
 

 
 




