I, Eric Sanford-Aviation Safety Inspector/Allentown Flight Standards District Office,
interviewed the following witnesses at the Pottstown/Limerick (KPTW) on March 9, 2016 at
approximately 3:30PM regarding the accident aircraft N242TS (M20C). The following are
records of conversation from each identified witness:

1. Mr. Greg Sanderson ||} - Mcchanic at KPTW on site at the time of the accident.
Mr. Sanderson stated that he was at the T-hangars across from runway 28. He witnessed N242TS
conduct a normal takeoff with a gentle climb and once the aircraft was airborne and at
approximately 100, the aircraft began a turn to the right. The aircraft stopped climbing and
continued with a turn to the right until the aircraft contacted the ground. Mr. Sanderson
immediately drove a vehicle to the accident site and assisted the pilot in exiting the aircraft. Mr.
Sanderson noted that the fuel selector was selected to the Left tank, the key was in the "both"
magneto position, the boost pump was on and the mixture was rich. Mr. Sanderson stated that he
placed the fuel selector to the off position, turned the magnetos off and selected the fuel boost
pump to off. Mr. Sanderson stated that the pilot had sustained an injury/laceration on his
forchead and was confused but was able to walk away from the site and was taken to the hospital
for treatment.

2. Mr. Kent Heller ||l - Mecchanic who completed annual on this aircraft at KPTW).
Mr. Heller stated that he had just completed an annual on N242TS. Mr. Heller confirmed that
this was the first flight since the completed annual. He stated that he had completed several static
power run ups on the day prior to the accident and did not note any abnormalities and mentioned
that the engine made power during each run up. Mr. Keller did state that the owner had
previously complained about a cranking issue during start but verified that this issue was not
present during any engine starts which he himself conducted. Mr. Keller stated that this aircraft
had remained on site at KPTW for approximately two weeks and had not been fueled since the
aircraft had been flown to KPTW for the annual. Mr. Keller stated that when Mr. Vassiliou
picked up the aircraft that he was in a “rush.” Mr. Keller also originally stated that he did not see
the pilot sump the tanks during preflight and later stated that he was not in a location whereby he
was able to observe the pilot complete any portion of the preflight. Additionally. at the accident
site, Mr. Keller expressed concerns of the presence of contamination/water in the fuel tanks.

3. Mr. Ray Miller || -Pcnn Airways Line Service Personnel -

Mr. Miller stated that he was at the run up area on the west end of runway 28. He observed
N242TS conduct a normal takeoff on runway 28 and saw the gear retract after takeoff. He stated
that shortly after airborne, the aircraft began a right turn which became steeper and then lost
sight of the aircraft.

4. Mr. John Knight || ) -Pcnn Airways Line Service Personnel-Mr. Knight stated that
while located in the line station, he had observed N242TS become airborne after takeoff on
runway 28. then heard the "power cut out” followed by what sounded like a surge in power. Mr.,
Knight observed N242TS at approximately 3/4 of the way downfield banking to the right and at
approximately 2-300' the turn became steeper to the right. At one point the aircraft was going
"almost straight down" and the pilot then got the aircraft level and bounced the aircraft in the
grass immediately north of runway 28.



5. Mike Schultz || ) -Partner/Pilot who also flies N242TS-Mr. Schultz stated that as
he flies N242TS in addition to the owner, he was aware that the aircraft oil consumption was
approximately 1 quart per every 4 hour which was to be brought to the attention of Mr. Heller.
He also stated that the prop seal was re-done during the annual inspection. Aside from these
items, the aircraft had no known mechanical issues. Mr. Schultz did not witness any part of the
accident involving N242TS.

6. Dimitri Vassiliou ||| | | | JJE -Pilot of N242TS -Mr.Vassiliou stated that on the day of the
accident, as the aircraft was coming out of an annual inspection, he had completed a thorough
preflight to including checking/draining fuel from the sumps. Mr. Vassiliou did confirm that
N242TS had been at the Pottstown airport at Mr. Heller's shop for just over a week. After pre-
flight, Mr. Vassiliou started the aircraft and completed two run ups before taxiing to runway 28.
During the takeoff, Mr. Vassiliou stated that everything appeared to be normal until reaching
approximately 3-400" AGL. he then experienced a total power loss. Mr. Vassiliou verified that
the fuel was selected to the appropriate tank and that the boost pump was on, mixture was rich
and he also stated that he tried to "pump the throttle" in an effort to regain power. Realizing that
no power was available, Mr. Vassiliou stated that he veered the aircraft to the right to avoid any
persons/property/people straight ahead and knew that he would not be able to safely return to the
airport and aimed for the grassy area just to north side of runway 28 where the aircraft struck the
ground and came to a rest.



MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: March 18,2016
Subject: Information from Inspector Thomas Gilbert (FAA)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA16LLA126

On March 9, 2016, Inspector Gilbert responded to Pottstown, Pennsylvania with Inspector Eric
Sanford. 3/9/16. On that same date, pilot/owner Dimitri Vassiliou departed Heritage Field
Airport (PTW) on runway 28, lost engine power during climb out, made a right turn and landed
hard within the airport boundary approx. 250 yards north of the runway. The pilot was the sole
occupant and sustained serious but non-life-threatening injuries, the aircraft was substantially
damaged.

The airplane was at PTW for an annual inspection. The maintenance provider reported that the
airplane was ground run several times while fixing a starter problem and leak checking other
maintenance, and that no anomalies were noted. The maintenance provider reported the
aircraft was at PTW for about two weeks and was subject to several heavy rain events. The pilot
reports that he expected the aircraft to be hangared while it was at PTW. The pilot reports
doing a careful preflight "because it just came out of maintenance" including checking all fuel
sumps. The maintenance provider stated that the pilot was "in a hurry,” and departed quickly
after accepting the aircraft maintenance records and discussing the bill. There was no witness
corroboration of the quality or existence of the pilot's pre-flight inspection.

Witness statements consistently recounted a normal sounding takeoff followed by a low
altitude power interruption approximately mid field.

The airplane came to rest upright on an easterly heading with gear retracted and empennage
failed to the right. Debris trail is approximately 150 feet from first indication of touchdown
approximately 600 feet from the runway centerline at the west midfield taxiway intersection.
Left aileron, left elevator counterweight, and small wingtip parts were found in ground scars
along debris trail. Ground scars suggested the airplane touched down approximately 500 feet
north of the runway, heading NNW, in a wings level attitude, the right wingtip then dug into
the ground pivoting the aircraft to the left, then the left elevator/stabilizer dug in causing the
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failure of the empennage aft of the avionics bay. The airplane then slid another 100 feet and
came to rest.

All the control surfaces were accounted for at the accident site. Control continuity was
compromised by impact damage but no pre impact anomalies were found. Witness statements
indicate that engine controls (throttle, mixture, and propeller) were found full forward, fuel
pump on, and fuel valve selected to left tank, all as appropriate for takeoff, by first responders.
Fuel valve, fuel pump, throttle and mixture were verified to operate properly, propeller control
sustained impact damage. Both propeller blades were bent aft 30-60 degrees mid span and
show no leading edge damage, consistent with impact with little or no engine power.

On March 11, 2016 during recovery of the wreckage, samples were taken from the fuel system
strainer and both fuel tank sumps. The entire content of the system strainer was water.
Substantial quantity of water was also found in the left wing tank (approximately .1 pint). No
water was found in the right tank. More than 10 gallons of 100LL AvGas was recovered from
each wing tank. No anomalies were noted with the external fuel cap seals or sealing surfaces.
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STATEMENT OF KENT E. HELLER. PRESIDENT
HELLER AERO SERVICE. INC.

To:  National Transportation Safety Board (“NTSB™)

Re:  Aircraft: Mooney Aircraft Displaying Tail Number N242TS
Date of Incident: March 9, 2016

Location: I

Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19464

The following is the statement of Kent E. Heller, President of Heller Aero Service, Inc..

provided at the request of NTSB Senior Air Safety Investigator Todd Gunter:

On, about, and before March 2, 2016, Heller Acro Service, Inc. was engaged in the practice
of aircraft maintenance including various maintenance inspections such as the 100 Hour-Annual
Inspection. At the request of customer Dimitri Vassiliou, Heller Aero Service, Inc. was engaged to
perform a 100 Hour inspection on Mr. Vassiliou’s Mooney Aircraft which displayed tail nuomber
N242TS.

The inspection by Heller Aero Service, Inc. was documented through, among other things,
“The Mooney Airplance Company, Inc. 100 Hour-Annual Inspection Guide™ dated March 2, 2016
(2 page), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A.” Heller Aero Service, Inc.’s Air Frame
Log Lntry pursuant to the completion of this inspection is attached hereto as Exhibit “B.” Heller
Acro Service, Inc.’s Invoice No.917 dated March 8, 2016 (1 page) is attached hereto as Exhibit “C.”

The customer, Dimitri Vassiliou, called me on March 9, 2016 and stated that he wanted to
pick up his Mooney Aircraft and T told him that it was ready. As I was returning from picking-up
lunch, I could see Dimitri walking from the parking lot where he was dropped off toward the east
side of the hangar where the plane was parked. After I parked my car, I went into my office to get
his log books and records and then I went to meet Dimitri at the airplanc. When I arrived at the
airplanc, Dimitri was getting his headset and iPad ready and I handed him his log books. [asked him

if he wanted to see any of the old parts and he stated that he did not have time. Seconds later |



started walking to my office and I heard Dimitri start the aircraft’s enginc and then shut the engine
down in a matter of seconds. Dimitri exited the plane and removed the nose chocks. Isaw Dimitri
give my employee, Brian, 4 “thumb’s up” as he got back into the aircraft, started the engine, and
immediately began to taxi to the runway. I did not see Dimitri perform any pre-flight inspection.
A short time later [ noticed the Mooney on the runway and Dimitri was taking oft in what appeared
to be normal full power takeoff. The aircraft began to climb from the runway and. as it went past
my hangar, I noticed that the landing gear was up. Ithen walked into my officc where. a few minutes

later, I was told that Dimitri’s Mooney had made a forced landing on the north side of the airport.

Emergency services were summoned and T observed Dimitri walking from the airplane 10 a
waiting ambulance. 1drove my vehicle over to the forced-landing site and observed the damaged
portions of the airplane that were visible at that time. The aircraft was removed from the north

runway area and secured by the investigating authoritics.

Incident to this occurrence. my employee, Benjamin Thomas Piersol, produced a handwritten
statement dated May 5, 2016, a copy of which 1s attached hereto as Exhibit “D." In addition.
employee Brian Brennan produced a handwritten statement, a copy of which is attached hereto as
Exhibit “E.”

My knowledge of this incident is summarized by the attached Mooney Airplane Company.
Inc. 100 Hour-Annual Inspection Guide, the statements of my employees, and other exhibits attached
hereto. I have cooperated with all investigating authorities and 1 am willing to continue my

cooperation in the investigation of this incident.

 5nlzora

KENT E-HELLER, President
Hcller Aero Service. Inc.

Pottstown, PA 19464
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= 2 | MOONEY AIRPLANE COMPANY, INC.
SN 120 100 Hour-Annual Inspection Guide

Date
Owner's Name 1M Address . Nt - VAo
Reg.No. _AI242. T4 A/C Serial No. 200 . achTime 4@y
Engine Model No. _ 0 -3eo A Serial No.
Propeller Model No. =i Serial No.
Engine Time Hours Brand of Oil/Weight Used
1. 18 Approved Flight or Owners manual in aircraft? .............c.veen .«No..... Gurrent & in proper condition ......
2. Are current iog booke In aircraft? ... ... - . . .No..... Current & in proper condition . .. ...
3. Is Registration Certificate in e ..No..... Current & in proper condition . .. ..
4. |8 Alrworthiness Certificate in aireraft? . ....................ooo.n. ....No . Current & in proper condition . .. ..
8. Is Welght & Balance Record inalrctaft? ...................... i ¢ ..No..... Currant & in proper condition . ... { Yes ).... No
6. |8 all applicable factory service information complied with? ......... ....No
7. Are all applicabie FAA Airworthiness Directives complied with? ....... ....No
NOTE:
This sheet is a guide only - refer to the specific model's Service & Maintenance Manual for airframe, gog
Mechanic Signature Inspactor Slgnature
{  (Reler 10 engine manutactusers rmmal&Moonay T, Tnepect Tuel Ijection system, dea M‘
| Service & Maintenance Manual for appropriaie model) WG e or :m“ (refer to Tmon Wmng oM M‘m:w i
i__ﬁcmemdcleanmcmandbiﬁngn Saction 8 or TCM Servico Manual. K, i
spect for cracks, wash engine - 2. Check power DOOS! Sysiem fof proper door 0pera- /7
"Z Periorm & HOT engine aiferential compression tion & seal for leaka (M20OE, F, J). / s
check V/ NOTE: mmwsmuomantmaon AN I
Cylinder Rudngs .
VR 2 P FR BT — 6 — 3. Remove, lean & nepect ary dr or /
[~——TUBRICATING SYSTEW: B i i e
2 Hemove pressure and suction screens: check for
metlal particles.
S_Cbnn and INspect screens. ReINstall and salety wire
o
T Tnspoci condition of ofl cooter. [ ]
5. Service enging with recommenaded lubricating of, — gasgs
{Rmfer to Textron Lycoming Specification 301E & Ser- 8. Checkdhmetered fuel pressure per uoomy Service
vice Instruction1014 or TCM Service Manual & M3 Manual (WOKWOR
6. Check engine for ofl leaks (note & corroct), -
‘ TGNITION SYSTEM: ﬁmmm&hpeueifﬁuﬂwm P
1. Tnspect spark plugs, replace or clean & re-gap. = leaxs &cracks, -
2. Inspect igniion harness for general congilion, 1ree o 2. Inspect clamps for tightness ‘"U'W'W m-
from fraying of chafing. . o Luim ——
3. Inapect magnetos & points; check magneto uming. . . in:pocl firewall for proper sealing & freedom from 7
check distributor block for aroaion or cracks. A Pyc].Cracks — -:/
. ELECTRICALSYSTEM: CX lnapuct UDUIar engine MOouNT fof CTacKS; DORS & |
T Tspect aRery(es) 707 SeCurRy, Danery Box (07 P b A
area) for corrosion & vent for obstruction. -] : .
2. Inspect generator/alternator(s) and accessores. e :Vm mmz: inspect exhaus! sysiem "/.r”
3. Inspact electrical componants & wiring. J_',,""'7', . y =t Wowb'm;;w R
7. Inspect starier & starter drive, lubricate starter anve. - operation. NOTE: M20C & G, 1068 & ON, cowl flaps o
. , D, Q: are fixed. M20R & M20S hava no cowl flaps.
1. Inspect & Orain carburetor, Glean Screens and check -1 3. Remove propelier Spmner & INSpect Tor Cracks & %
fuel flow. ] general condition, (™
2. Inspect carburetor heat system for leaks & proper - 4. Inspect propelier hub for grense leaksge, check
cperation. |~ hub beits & mounting bolts for ptom; torque: inspect o
3. Remove, clean, Inspect and re-of air Fitor. = Nldecbvcfm.nlekn.mddom:. ubrioate s need- V/
T Tnapect carburetor awbox & nducton system for s - ‘:": e """:""’ """“:::’:t :m":":"":“u"%'
condition -
with prop. Wrap hub with Teflon tape as required for fit -
5. Inspect tuel selector valve for operation & proper
pownter indication. Verfy positive vaive selection whie ¥ ‘m' | "I (m'“n‘”;""'m fit between hub and -
?uungwmm‘wmmm » i’
ightenyLoctite set-screw i . 3
B .Operate boost pu.v:p cho:::qmw and sl Tnes Tor (Refer to Mooney Service & Maintenance Manual)
lgaks, ! e ] T Inspect exterior & ntenor of aircrafl for general con- :
p elociric fusl pump screen (1 DTevious — xncdsmwwm dents & como- | (e
models). ;
— 2. Inspect tubular structure lower fongerons for corro- o~
Ebf?ml;d SUMps and fuel selecior valve (Right & — sion (Reforence SB M20-208( * |) ( * latest revision). || ©
- 3. Inspect wings & empennage for general condnion, -
collision damage, kocse rvels, dents & corrosion | 1

Vage (1)



MOONEY AIRPLANE COMPANY, INC.
100 Hour-Annual Inspection Guide

ARFAAME SECTION (con't):

12. Check operation of stall warring syslem.

13, InBpoct P.C. system components for security, I0aks
& proper operation: servo seals for deterioration, all
other auto-pilot components for security & proper op-
aration

14, Inspect vacuum step for security & proper opera-
tlon: fixed step for security & damags.

15. Inspect wing interior in fusl tank area for fuel leaks,
fuel tank vents for obstructions & fuel filler caps for
securty & proper operation.
16. inapsct

or oparation & saaling.

joors for condition, prop-

17. Inspect windshield & windows for cracks, crazing.
scraiches and distortion.

18. Inspect seats, seat laich pins, seat bolts & shoul-
der hamesses for security, proper operation and con-

/)2 /1

H ]| INSP —ELECTEIC GEAR RETRACTION BVETEM: | MECH | WS |
4. Inspect Night control suriaces lor security of attach- ; [1. Raisc awcrall on jacks. }
MR, proges AQJRg. Ao memen, scfieon ders- g 7 Check operation & ioging.
208, o - - 3. Check warni slem lights, horn & visual indica- -~
5. Lubricate fight wntrd:ya::m Quide blacks, hinge . < warning syslem ligh >
points, rod end besrings & bell cranks v’ ST
. pressure safely swiich or squat safety
8. Inspect alf wing, fuselage & empennage drain holes S switah. Y /
’:":‘b;:: - e = ~ 6. Check main & nose gear down lock W
. empenna: ~
tlon & rigging. " S v 6. Lubricate actuator gear box (Pukes & cluators
8. Inspect downspring end loops, cable & pulley for A —
wear and corrasion. v pggyT closing/rigging.
9. Inspect flap system for proper operation & rigging. 7 lension system;
lubrcation accordance with Mooney Service & Mainte- v extension syslem
nance Manuai. m emergency sys
10. Inspect Might Insiruments, fiters & vacuum system g -
, marking condition; clean 9. Inspect discs (m&mqw)hm
?é&m;m?m ‘o . / dance m Service & Maintenance Manual.
11. Inspect cabin lights, circut breakers & electncal 3 FIXED GEAR:
components for proper operation. \/ 1. TnBpact landing gear fairing (M20D only)

2. Check air seals in wheel woll areas.

—Sti-Hr

(Refer to Mooney Owner's Manual or POH)

1, Check propeller governor cperation with onr
ning at 2000 RPM & pitch contro! at fow phieh (|

RPM): Whmpmpoimcmtrdrsmlodounohmu'ch
(low RPM), engine speed shouid decrease at least 500
RPM.

2. Check easo of operation for all engine CONIrals with
engine running.

3. Chack generatorfaternator output & indwation,

4. Check ofl pressure indicaton.

5. Check fusl pressure indication.

6. Check fuel quanttty indication.

7. Check eylinder head temperature (CHT) indication.

RS [1]

dition, v 8. Check oll lemperature Ingication
18. Inspact ccmp:u Ewmpass dsevialion card for > dle , idle mbdture & iole cut-off.
proper indi %
(Refer o Mooney Service Bulletin M20- 1508) v X 10. Check propelier pitch thiough complate rangs.
"Z0. Inspect all radio equipment for proper Installation & 7> -1 1. Chwck operafion of cabin 8 pane] Tohts.
operation. 7’ ~ 72, Check Radios/AVionics operation.
21. Inspect cabin 1or proper sealing. I ‘ [ 73. Check Auto Pliol operation.
(22, Inspect oxygen system for leaks, proper ON/O 14. Check magneto drop and grounding circults.
vaive operation &filler for safety of operation (If ﬂ\ 15. Check operation of brakes.
G GER OPERATORATCHESKT Lkl Lk
e ’ 17. Check vacuum warning lighls & instruments for |
1. @ awcraft on jacks [ proper operation, V""/
2. Inapect brakes, hydraulic brake cylngers & hydrau- 7 BoSTon - '
iz system for leaks and general condition: Service e down) " - . (O g
reservoic with ML-H-5608 (RED) fluid. | T oe o o '
3. Remove wheels, Inspect, repack bearings, remstal ,, of Trfm System, w .
and safety, lubricale brake guide pins using Silicone S = 7 e T ey
ba;ed lubricant. Check wheels for free rotaticn & prop- v’ 12" meniiold w’:‘w‘ (&P) (Mz'&l orior 10 BN —~—
R, . o % 24-3154); 14~16" MP (M20K [231, 252]) & with thrattie
{ 4. Lubnicate & inspect landing gear nivot points & mov- / 1/4-3/8 Inch from idle position (M20L. M20M, M20R, )
! Ing pans v " M208, M20J) [after S/N 24-3154] & M20K [Encore))
! 5. Inspect landing gear shock discs (main & nose Fﬁim check aircraft controt ;
o) (Refer 1o MAC S & M menua. L m?m ﬁw:: -
- pmper operation, Nl
mﬂwlﬁon)-ch 23, Check cabin ventiallon and heating system for
{Z Check operation & rigging (pre-loads)_ carbon monaxide. ‘! /4’
1 3. Check warning system light & hom. 1 24. and any
3 Chock gear down Tock preload (ains & Nose). | | Mealiad equipment v
IS CTack landing gear doors for proper closingiigging. VT A 25 Diher checks (Specily as necessary)
; 6. Check retract lever welds for cracks. e
AEMARKS:
] Onae (2 )
Zorm 0100 \ G (& Revised July 2005
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Heiler Aero
]

N242TS Tach 4664 TT4864 3/8/2016 C/W 91.207 D ok Ihis date! Batlery next due
@3/18. Inspected entire exhaust System.. no defects noted! Replaced tail pipe assy with
serviceabdle pipe! Replaced nose gear fower lruss assy with serviceable part performed
retract test IAW with A/C maint. man. Relined brakes 66-111 hning used. cleaned and
checked sll fuel screens and sumps’ AD 14-15-18 Stab. fitling N/a due A/C SIN. CAW
73-2141 Fight controle, insp. and lube, C/W 77-17-04 by inspection AW AD Next due 5364
TT. C/W 76-07-12R1 Ops Check naxtdue @ 4984 Or 8/17. | certify that this Aircraft has
Deen Inpectsd IAW an Annuai inspecton and i3 in Asworthy conditon ! Kent Heler

— — g —
PN \
~ -
VA i
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Heller Aero Serv

Invoice

ices. Inc.

Pottstown. PA 19464

Bill To

Dimitri Vassiliou

P.0O. Number Temns

N24271S Due on receipt

Item Code

1 lLabor
9.5 Labor

Quantity

Parts & Materials
Pans & Materials
Parts & Materials
Parts & Matcrials
Parts & Materials
Parts & Maierials
Parts & Materials
Parts & Materials
Pans & Matcrials
Freight Charges
Parts & Materials
Pans & Matcrials
Purts & Materials
Parts & Matcrials
Gas & Oil

Pans & Materials
Pants & Materials
Deposit

w
G oD OC m et i Lh e e o e A s o m w

[hunk vou for your business.

Date invoice #
3/8/2016 917
Ship To
Rep Ship Via F.0.B. Project
3/R/2016 Tach 4864
Description Price Each

Annual inspection

Labor, Discrepancies, Sec logs for details! Shop Rate @
87.00 Hr

SCrV. nose truss ussy

seviceable tail pipe assy

Tail pie spring / Hanger

Enviro Fec

0114 degreaser

Misc. shop supplies

B3.5-1

Ba6108 air filter

S1. 60882 Ring gear List$221.15
Freight Charges. on parts
69603 hose. induction
71973 gaskets

LW13792 Crankshaft seal

AA48110-2 oil filter

Gas & Oil, 20450 X/C Phillips oil

Parts & Materials, #10 tinnerman nuts... Beliey pan and cowling
66-11100 brake lining

Deposits on work in process
Out-of-state sale, exempt from sales tax

Total
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TR T

Saw fhe ,),'/()‘}’ b("u’lﬁ L\ru,)pa(,l o+ f In m
blag kK Frugh, de  wag v"méhmr’ amuné g)rcwbh,-lf) Wy  hepdse +
[} .v".é ¥ "’f'_\h‘} b g, Vo more  Yhon a punat o Fwoe affe
A Saw him T hear é 'H‘c Pl sl St + )2, T #
wey ot that fime I le£4 For  luach, when
I Cam< bk  from lunch o Few  winu hes  daber
Hoarse were e e g ety vehiiles adr by gt

+Y'y"._qe) *() L;éf 147, I 2’)(;;3 no 136\;. th{_ WS
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EXHIBIT “E”



Ve
K STRTZMENT >
C.qj‘rcr-gep.. WALKED uP TO THE HANLER JUST BS KENT
PoiisD inl. KENT <AHE OVER wWiTh THE LoGaBeors AND
THRED TO S THE CusSToneR HIS oud PARTS, BuT THE
SOSTOMSR STATED e DIDN T HAVYE TIME | HE WAS I8
A Bt HuRM . B veNT 70 dis BRGAGEE coMPARTMEMT
AND CRABBCD s0ME THINGS AND o MY BEST Kiduue DT,
SLIMBED VilEeT iy IoTe TRE AIRPLANMNE. T D> moT
SEE Rt PrEFLILHT ok SuMP T TARNYS. HE STARTe O
THE ARPLARNE | TREN Shot 1T oFf F AND <LiMBed oot
T BEreve AE FereoT T REMOVE THE HCEL atlweils
Fromn THRE 058 wasee HE cumBed ReHT DRk i,
STALTED THE AR PLASE AND |MMEDIATLEY TAOID Avcaud.
A Feic MRBUTES LATLR . T S0 WM TALS 060 {8 was
MEBoums AND LURAR UP BY MIDFIEW ., A went Bacd.

T¢C o S -

[P WY B(?_Suua.\.!

B Tousn PA. 18512



MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: April 5, 2016
Subject: Additional Information from Kent Heller (Heller Aero)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA16LA126

According to Mr. Heller, They had finished all the work on the airplane on Friday (March 5,
2016) of the previous week. Then on Monday (March 8, 2016) they had completed the signoffs
for the annual inspection. The owner came and picked it up on March 9, 2016. The accident
flight was the first flight since the annual inspection had been completed.

Mr. Heller advised that he had done multiple engine runups with the airplane while they were
performing maintenance on it, and during the annual inspection they had drained the carburetor
float bowl, sumped the fuel tanks, and pulled the screen on the fuel strainer. Both fuel cap seals
looked good when they had inspected them and had no cuts or cracks but there had been multiple
rain events during the two weeks that the airplane had been there, and he suspected that water
may have gotten in to the fuel system.
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