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Nelson F. Gomez 

On February 20, 2016 at approximately 2040hrs Eastern Standard Time, we departed KFIT for an approx. 

95 minutes direct flight to KFRG. We departed to the southwest and climb to 4500MSL direct to KFRG 

with headwinds of approximately 30-40knots and a groundspeed of approximately 81kts in cruise flight. 

We continued in cruise flight with no indication of any malfunction of the airplane. Upon reaching KBDR 

we decided to turn southbound and cross the long island sound this way since it is less of a gap of water 

between both shore lines. We also began a slow descend over KBDR and upon reaching the area of Port 

Jefferson we level off at 2000 MSL and this is when we encountered the first spurred of the engine while 

having the fuel selector on the right tank. I immediately turn the fuel pump on and instructed my 

student (Ramirez) to switch fuel selector to the left tank and to hold current altitude which was 

2000MSL. The spurred of the engine immediately stop at which time I informed the controller that we 

wanted to proceed to KISP which was only 10NM south from our current location. We flew for 

approximately 2-3 minutes when the engine spurred on the left tank. We immediately began to lose 

power and I took control of the airplane and declared an emergency to KISP tower. I immediately made 

a 180 degree turn to the right and headed for the shore line since it was the best suitable place for 

landing at the time and I knew from experience that this area is normally clear of any obstacle or 

houses. As we descended, I was unable to see the shore line due to the darkness and decided to land 

the plane as close as I could to the shore line judging my distance from the shore line based on the lights 

of the houses. I held the airplane over the water for as long as I could in order to prevent landing with 

excessive speed and possibly risking flipping the plane over since this airplane has fixed landing gear. 

Upon impacting the water, immediately open the door and instructed everyone to exit the airplane and 

grab the life vest located in the baggage compartment of the airplane. At the time, one of the passenger 

handed me a life vest while the other passenger jump into the water and began swimming toward the 

shore line. The second passenger also jumped into the water. None of the passengers had a life vest. 

Ramirez was the last to jump into the water. 



Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: February 24,2016 
Person Contacted: Nelson Gomez (Flight Instructor) 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA16LA109 

Mr. Gomez was interviewed over the telephone. 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

According to Mr. Gomez, He had been flying out of the flight school for about a year and had 
about 100 hours of flight time in the accident airplane. 

They had taken off from Farmingdale, New York about 1500 and flown to Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts, as part of his student pilot's training. After they landed at Fitchburg, they 
borrowed the fixed base operator's courtesy car, and went over to the student pilot's cousin's 
dormitory at Fitchburg State University. 

They had about 40 gallons of fuel on departure from Farmingdale, and they did not refuel at 
Fitchburg, for the return flight to Farmingdale. 

The winds aloft at 3,000 ft. were 240 degrees at 35 knots. 

They departed Fitchburg, around 2030 and then climbed up to their cruise altitude of 4,500 feet. 
Then during their descent, as they reached 2,000 feet, the engine sputtered, and there was a drop 
in the engine rpm. He took over the flight controls from the student pilot, turned on the boost 
pump, had the student switch over to the left tank, and decided to divert to Islip, New York. 

After switching over to Islip's control tower frequency, the engine sputtered again about 3 
minutes later, and then stopped running. He then declared an emergency with Islip. During the 
descent, everyone started to panic, and he kept trying to restart the engine. 

He chose to set it down on the water just north ofthe shoreline of Long Island. He held the 
airplane off about 5 ft. above the water until it stalled. 
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When they came out of the plane, the passenger that went missing jumped in to the water without 
a life jacket and kept telling all of them to take their shoes off, so they could swim better. 

The closest shoreline was to the east, and the current was going out. The wind was southwesterly 
at approximately 35 mph. 

He could not swim do to the life vest he was wearing, so he was floating around like a buoy. 

The police helicopter "got there fast." 



Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: March 15, 2016 
Person Contacted: Austrico Ramirez (Student Pilot) 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA16LA109 

Mr. Ramirez was interviewed over the telephone. 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

According to Mr. Ramirez, when the airplane arrived at Republic Airport (Farmingdale, New 
York) from the previous flight he asked the pilot about the fuel quantity onboard the airplane and 
believed that the pilot told him that the left-wing fuel tank was full, and the right was half fulL 
He believed that they would burn about 1 0-gallons of gasoline going up to Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts. They had not filed a flight plan. 

He asked his instructor Mr. Nelson Gomez, if he wanted to refuel before they departed, and Mr. 
Gomez said that they had plenty of fuel and that they did not need to refuel. He also asked him if 
he wanted to also preflight the airplane, and he said no. 

After takeoff they flew to Fitchburg at 2,000 to 2,500 feet. They had a very strong tailwind and 
arrived in about 45 minutes. On the way back, they were flying against a very strong headwind 
and due to the turbulence climbed up to about 4,500 feet. Mr. Ramirez asked Mr. Gomez; "Does 
the fuel look good to you?" and Mr. Gomez said "Yes". 

Just before passing Bridgeport, Connecticut, Mr. Gomez then advised Mr. Ramirez, that they 
should change their destination to Islip, New York, to refuel, and then after refueling, continue to 
their destination ofF arming dale, New York. 

When they reached the shoreline of Long Island, the engine sputtered, and they began switching 
tanks to attempt to keep it running, but the engine would only run for momentarily each time. 
Mr. Gomez then selected an area on the water to land. 

Mr. Ramirez added that, he only saw Mr. Gomez lean the mixture during the taxi out at 
Farmingdale, and Fitchburg, and he knew the limitations on what the fuel was, and had asked 
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Mr. Gomez, more than once (both on the ground in Farmingdale and Fitchburg, and in the air) if 
they had enough fuel. 



The following is what happened on February 201h, 2016 while I was a passen~er 
in Piper PA-28-181 owned and operated by Posilive Gear Rate Up, LLC 

On the morning of Saturday February 201
h, 2016 1-my friend Gerson Salmon asked me if I wanted to go flying with him and .his 

friend Austrico Ramirez, who was taking flying lessons and needed to put .in sor:ne fli9t:l:t 
hours. 1 said yes and I wanted to spend the day with my 
friends. 

We went to Republic Airport where we waited for Austrico's flight instructor, 
Nelson Gomez. 

While we were waiting for Mr. Gomez, Austrico then asked the previous pilots tof 
the Piper PA-28 that had just used the airplane prior to us, about the fuel situation .and 
how the air turbulence was. The other pilot said that the fuel situation was one full ianr­
and one ~ tank of gas in each of the fuel tanks. When Austrico's instructor arrived. 
Austrico asked Mr. Gomez: "do you think we have enough fuel for this trip?" The flight 
instructor said "yeah we'll make it". The three of us relied on Mr. Gomez' experience 
and knowledge as a flight instructor and got inside the airplane. 

We proceeded to take off somewhere around 2pm or 3pm.ln the flight Austrico 
asked Mr. Gomez about the fuel again where Mr. Gomez said "we will be fine·. We 
then landed normally at Fitchburg Municipal Airport and Austrico parked the airplane 
and shut it off. We then visited Austrico's cousin in Fitchburg and his aunt in Methuen, 
Massachusetts. After that we made our way back to Fitchburg Municipal Airport and ·we 
went to the Airplane to get ourselves comfortable in the seats. Austrico and Mr. Gomez 
then did a walk around where they checked fuel. Austrico then asked Mr. Gomez 'ido 
you think we'll have enough fuel to make it" and Mr. Gomez said 'We should make !it". 
We then proceeded to go on the runway where, unknowingly, we were off to the biggest 
nightmare of our lives. 

We flew and climbed steady to about 4500. While we flew everything was 
normal and every so often, Austrico asked Mr. Gomez if we had enough fuel to make ;it 
and each time he said "yes - I think so. • Then, approximately 15 minutes prior to tl'le 
occurrence, Mr. Gomez checked the fuel situation and confirmed that it was very tow. 
Mr. Gomez then told Austrico to adjust his course because we were very tow on tuel. 
At this point Gerson and I were terrified and on high alert for the remainder of the 'flight 
as we flew over the water. Because of the low fuel situation, Mr. Gomez told ·Austtico to 
switch to Islip Airport instead of Republic Airport. because Islip was closer and we woi!J'td 
be able to refuel and continue to Republic Airport. 

But then a short time after that decision was made, the engine shut down 
because the left fuel tank had run out of fuel. When this happened 1 was temfieCJ 
because I thought we were going to crash and die at that point. Mr. Gomez the·n toJ(I 
Austrico that we were very low on fuel and to switch fuel tanks where he was able to 
tum on the engine. We then descended quickly and went down to approximately ~Obb 



to get to the airport faster. This didn't work because there was a high nose wind of 
approximately 50 mph. 

The right fuel tank then ran out of fuel and I heard the engine shut down a.gain 
and we were still over water and nowhere near an airport. At that point all I could think 
of was will I ever see my daughter and family again - I really didn't think we were going 
to make it and I was afraid of dying. There was complete chaos in the airplane. 

Mr. Gomez then called the tower and told them he was having engine failure -he 
never mentioned that the airplane had run out of fuel! By that time Mr. Gomez had 
taken over the controls and told them he had to land somewhere in the water. The 
tower asked Mr. Gomez if he needed emergency vehicles but he was completely 
.focused on landing the airplane somewhere and he never replied. 

During this time, the instructor was telling Austrico to switch fuel tanks every 
couple of seconds with the fuel pumps on and the engine would turn on for a couple of 
seconds and die. At this point I thought the plane was going to crash and disintegrate 
and we would all die. After many agonizing minutes the airplane made a crash landing 
in Port Jefferson Bay. It was cold and dark and I was afraid we would drown in the cold 
water. I then looked for life vests and asked Mr. Gomez where are the life vests? 
Austrico found only one life vest which I tried to open and couldn't so I told Mr. Gomez 
to help me open it, as I didn't know how to swim, so he opened it, inflated it and as I v.'2S 

taking it back, he grabbed it back, wrapped it around his neck and started running on 
the wing towards the water. Since I didn't know how to swim, I managed to hold on to 
him, but then he turned around screaming in a panicking manner and put me 
underwater even though he had a life vest. We all got away from Mr. Gomez as he 
screamed in a way where he had lost total control and he was of no help to any of us. I 
then tried floating on my back and as I did I saw Gerson and held his hand, but he "''as 
a better swimmer than me and I was not going hold him back. 

I was screaming for "help" but Gerson stayed quiet the whole time. After about 
approximately 30 mins Austrico said keep swimming the shore is right here then I 
noticed the current had pulled me in. Then I prayed to God and said ·I can't die like th1s 
God please not now!" I yelled for "help" plenty of times at the top of my lungs as 1 was 
ready to give up, but help took, what felt like, over an hour to reach us. 

At some point I fainted and was unconscious - thankfully a police officer in a 
kayak rescued me. I had seen Gerson about 3 times before I fainted, 30 mins after the 
crash. When I regained consciousness, I was told that Gerson had not made it and I 
now live with this nightmare every day of my life. 

Dated: New York, New York 
May 51h, 2016 




