
Record of Telephone Couversfltion 

Descri ption: Pilot statement regarding crash of N4314S at Deck Airport. 

Telephone interview with Mr. Titus Hershberger (Hershberger) regarding the crash of N4314S 
on December 22. 2015. Present during the telephone call was ASI John Carter, ASI Daniel 
l uke. and ASJ Richard Harowicz. 

Hershberger slated he will send Pilot logbooks to Harrisburg FSDO office. 
Hershberger stated he did nol receive any compensation for the flight. He was flying friends who 
had business in Pa. 
Hershberger stated he was allowed to use the aircraft to build pilot time. Erick Black and David 
Asbery are owners of N4314S, Both are friends of Hershberger. Mr. Asbery number is 478-998-
2140. 
Hershberger stated th•s fbght had no affiliation with any company or non-profit organ1zat1on. 

Hershberger e-mail 

Richard J. Harowicz 



Record of Telephone Conversation 
Name: Mr. Eugene Burkholder 

Address : 

Phone: 
Date: 01/1212016 

Description: Passenger statement regard•ng crash of N4314S at Deck Airpcrt. 

Telephone interview with Mr. Eugene Burkholder (Burl<holder) regarding the crash of N4314S 
on December 22, 2015. Present during the te~phone call was ASt John Carter, A$1 Oaniel 
Luke, ASI Michael McEvers and ASI Richard Harowicz. 

Burkholder stated upon arrival at the airport (Deck) fog was setting in, The fog was light and 
could be described as a mtst. 
Burkholder was seated in the right rear seat of the aircraft While taxmg to the beginning of the 
runway (during the turnaround) Bu~holder stated the entire runway was in sight, 
Burkholder staled during the takeoff he heard the gear coming up. the pilot was busy. the 
engine suddenly stopped and then he remembers waking up on the wing of the aircraft. 
Burkholder stated he did not hear a hom or stall indicator. 
Burkholder stated the engine of the airetaft sounded normaL 

Burkholder stated no funds were to be or were exchanged for the flight. Burkholder is triends 
with both the pilot and the aircraft o·wner 



Record of Telephone Conversation 

Name: M r. Titus Hershberaer 

Address: 

Phone: 

Date 12/28/2015 

Description PIC interview of accident of N43145 at Deck Airport 

Inspector Gary Martin and I interviewed Mr. Hershberger regarding the accident that occurred 

on 12/22/2015 with aircraft N43l4S at Deck Airport, PA. We Interviewed Mr. Hershberger at 

the hospital as he was still recovering fro•n his Injuries but felt good enough to speak w ith us. 

Mr. Hershberger stated that he was the PIC of the flight and was flying the aircraft. 

The PIC stat ed that he checked thtl weather before departure for the surrounding area and for 

h~ planned flight. The PIC filed an IFR flight plan and stated t hat he planned to take o ff and 

obtain his deafanee once airborne. The PIC stated that the engtne was runn.ng until impact. He 
also stated that the engine might not have been producing full power but he was not sure. 

The PIC stated that although low ground fog w as in t he area, he stated he observed VfR 

conditions and stated he had good visibility. The PIC stated that he rolsed the gear shortly after 

liftoff to climb as quickly as possible and a few seconds ah or takooH he sow that he was in a left 

bank. The PIC stated t hat he leveled the wings Just before the aircraft Impacted the ground . 

John 0. "'Dan• tarter 
H•rrlstwra rlight Standards District Office 
Avtatlon Safety Inspector 
400 Airport Road, Bldg. 201, Room 101 



C..rter, John (FAA) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
SubjKt 

I hank you! 

From: Luke, O<lniel (FAA) 

C~HtCf. John (FAA) 

Monday, De<ember 28. 2015 7:59AM 
lukf, ~niel (fAA) 
&ants. Boll (FM): M.lrtW\. Gary G (FM). McE""rs. Mich.><~ (FM); HO<owia.Richotd (FAA) 
RE. 904 N43l4S ACOO(NT STATEMENT 

sent: Monday, D<cembef 28, 20LS 7:40AM 
To: Corter, John (FAA) 
Subject: FW: 904 N4314S ACCIDENT STATEMEI>IT 

0 
03niel A. Luke 
AVI.lhOn Safety lmpe<tor 
()pf'rahon$ 
Ha"oi•bcrr; F$00 

From : Gree<>llvf 
sent: Sunday, 
To: lul<e, Da<1lel (FAA) 
Subject: 904 N43l4SACCIDE'NT STATEME'NT 

On rm:sday l).:c..:mh~•· 22. 2015 ot approximately 1 7~0 local l ime I observed the foll<nving !it DECK 90 .a 
airport from the front of my T hJn~ar A I. 

I ht."ar<J a Bonarv.l A36 that was par\.cd on the ramp all Sl!lr1 ''P· I \\a1kcd to the fronl of m)' hangar and lit a 
dgnr 10 observe the dcpanurc OCcnuse of th~ den~c fo1;; m the time. 
'I It~.: aircr..tfl tunK'<l nnd faced me due nonh on the upper r.unp. al thtU ,~o int he v .. ·as doin~ his engine run UJl, I 
could b::m~ ly ~~o.'C his landing lighl locntcd under th~ prop. I k Oid ubou' Sminutt·s of run UJ). the engine wundcd 
vc.·ry normal and smooth and norm;,l Bonanza sounding. 
At this point h< dtd n 180 oo 11M: r.tmp and SUllied oi=L taxi on R'IY 19 f<•r dep;utun:. Gory O...CL dro'c do"n 
the r.lmpand parS.c:d at my hangnr. go1 out and cam< O\cr to stand \\ith me. 
I C<lmmcmcd and J')(')imed to th~ Olll~ith: h.ang:tr li~;ht and how the lott-mist was jtt.M rolling by. 
I he aircraft had his lnndi1\g light.nnv l i~hls and vertical tin ~d .str~')hc <11'1, 

"' this point I wrncd on·,ny insiUc hang:ar Jights so the romp area \\':lS dmk. r then SllUCd 10 Gary let's walk out n 
I'! it further to,, :.rds the nmwa~ to wnrch the sho'' us I had doubt." on the tukeoff ot•tcomc due to the 10~. I would 
t"'-tim:ue it to be 1/16 to 118 of a mile. fhe moon \\US 'isible at alltirnc'i> as the fog appeared to be t':1thc:r just 
IO\\ IC\ d . 
\\'~ h!.!ard the :.•ircr.dls.t:m his ta l.. ~o.'Otfn•ll. he appeared of to tn) lcl1 :t~ut my 45 dc~l\.--e tiled of, i~ion. I only 
:\:''" his landing li~ht , i1 opp.::t.u'<.!'d ll' be a smooth li 11un: ·n1e aircrafl !;Ol about 20' in I he nir then bc~an w senk, 



~lS his silhouette w.:.·nt by 1ny directly in rronl of me he was opproximately 2<r and senling 10 about 15', the 
:)irtnlfl \\':)$ g~ar up at\(1 al)()Ul a 10 degree. bank 10 the left At lhis point I said to Gary that he was gonna go in. 
The aircmft disappc~m ... -d ~tbotll my 20 degree;; field or vision lO Lhe rigtn. I heard 1he aircraft for approximoHely 3 
:::ec011ds then heard a thump. The engine sounded nonnal loud and smooth and at a constant power. I had a 
scanner on in my hangar and at no time C\'Cr heard a Unicom c.all (fom the aircraft. 
Upot\ hearing the aash I j umped in my car and c.rossed the runway at che nearest ta:--.:iway to locate the 
aircrJft. I had assumm1..'<.l he had ~.:-art wheel due 10 his left bank. I drove the fields b:lck atld ft)nh bece)minc. 
stud n1 one 1>0im yeHing and blowing the horn listening for a r<.~sponsc. I th.;,·n got mil on foot with tt nashlight 
:md w~1lkc<.J the fields for appro:<inwlely I 01 minutes. at t)ne poim I had walked \Vith 75' of the aircmft and 

•lll!ver saw it. 
I he<1rd the lire trucks responding and then wa..;; heading SW when I came. up on the aircrdll the lime I sl 
responder saw it. One passenger male approximmely 30 heavyse1 wns laying in from oft he right leading edge. 
another heavy set older male was laying on the right wing in distress. l lte pilot ' "·as seated lefl seat nnd in ond 
out of'consiness. another passenger in lcfl rear sc~t t w~s talking hut dazed. I looked inside- and saw the g.;,·ar 
handle rctr~lCled. 
From this tim.;.· on nrc lrucks and IHCdic;JI assistance arrived. The fog improved slightly but l ~ttCr on wen1 b(tCk 
down to 1/8 M so. 
It ap1)cared to me that hl' rcaclu .. 'tl over to retract 1he gear immt->diate1y after lilioiT. the (lircrr-aO sen led nnd he 
looked <Jul and b«amc dismientcd with his landing light on. 

Profcssion~tl Pilvt 

Sent from my iPad _ 
_ L 

. __ o("")o __ . 
" ' " 

z 




