
Cessna® 1979 

Skyhawk 
CESSNA MODEL 172N 

INFORMATION MANlJAL 



SECTION 4 
NORMAL PROCEDURES 

@NOSE 

CESSNA 
MODEL 172N 

1. Engine Oil Level -- CHECK, do not operate with less than four 

quarts. Fill to six quarts for extended flight. 

2. Before first flight of the day and after each refueling, pull out 

strainer drain knob for about four seconds to clear fuel strainer of 

possible water and sediment. Check strainer drain closed. If water 

is observed, the fuel system may contain additional water, and 

further draining of the system at the strainer, fuel tank sumps, and 

fuel selector valve drain plug will be necessary. 

3. Propeller and Spinner -- CHECK for nicks and security. 

4. Landing Light(s) -- CHECK for condition and cleanliness. 

5. Carburetor Air Filter-- CHECK for restrictions by dust or other 

foreign matter. 

6. Nose Wheel Strut and Tire -- CHECK for proper inflation. 

7. Nose Tie-Down-- DISCONNECT. 

8. Static Source Opening (left side of fuselage)-- CHECK for stop­

page. 

@LEFT WING 

1. Main Wheel Tire -- CHECK for proper inflation. 

2. Before first flight of the day and after each refueling, use sampler 

cup and drain small quantity of fuel from fuel tank sump quick­

drain valve to check for water, sediment and proper fuel grade. 

3. Fuel Quantity-- CHECK VISUALLY for desired level. 

4. Fuel Filler Cap-- SECURE. 

(!)LEFT WING leading Edge 

1. Pitot Tube Cover -- REMOVE and check opening for stoppage. 

2. Fuel Tank Vent Opening-- CHECK for stoppage. 

3. Stall Warning Opening -- CHECK for stoppage. To check the 

system, place a clean handkerchief over the vent opening and 

apply suction; a sound from the warning horn will confirm system 

operation. 
4. Wing Tie-Down -- DISCONNECT. 

@LEFT WING Trailing Edge 

1. Aileron-- CHECK for freedom of movement and security. 

BEFORE STARTING ENGINE 

1. Preflight Inspection-- COMPLETE. 

CESSNA 
MODEL 172N 

SECTION4 

NORMAL PROCEDURES 

-ita- 2. 
3. 
4. 

Seats, Belts, Shoulder Harnesses -- ADJUST and LOCK. 

Fuel Selector Valve-- BOTH. 

Avionics Power Switch, Autopilot (if installed), Electrical Equip­

ment-- OFF. 

CAUTION 

The avionics power switch must be OFF during engine 

start to prevent possible damage to avionics. 

5. Brakes -- TEST and SET. 

6. Circuit Breakers-- CHECK IN. 

STARTING ENGINE 

1. Mixture-- RICH. 

2. Carburetor Heat-- COLD. 

3. Master Switch -- ON. 

4. Prime -- AS REQUIRED (2 to 6 strokes; none if engine is warm). 

5. Throttle-- OPEN 1/8 INCH. 

6. Propeller Area -- CLEAR. 

7. Ignition Switch-- START (release when engine starts). 

8. Oil Pressure -- CHECK. 

BEFORE TAKEOFF 

1. Parking Brake -- SET. 

2. Cabin Doors and Window(s) -- CLOSED and LOCKED. 

3. Flight Controls -· FREE and CORRECT. 

4. Flight Instruments -- SET. 

5. Fuel Selector Valve-- BOTH. 

6. Mixture -- RICH (below 3000 feet). 

7. Elevator Trim and Rudder Trim (if installed)-- TAKEOFF. 

B. Throttle-- 1700 RPM. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

a. Magnetos --CHECK (RPM drop should not exceed 125 RPM on 

either magneto or 50 RPM differential between magnetos). 

b. Carburetor Heat-- CHECK (for RPM drop). 

c. Engine Instruments and Ammeter -- CHECK. 

d. Suction Gage -- CHECK. 

Avionics Power Switch-- ON. 

Radios -- SET. 

Autopilot (if installed) -- OFF. 

Air Conditioner (if installed)-- OFF. 
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The information contained in this document is not intended to supersede the 
Owner's Manual or Pilot's Operating Handbook applicable to a specific airplane. If 
there is a conflict between this Pilot Safety and Warning Supplement and either the 

t 
Owner's Manual or Pilot's Operating Handbook to a specific airplane, the Owner's 
Manual or Pilot's Operating Handbook shall take precedence. This publication 
replaces the original issue (05099-13) in its entirety. 
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9 
RESTRAINT SYSTEMS 

~SEAT STOPS/LATCHES 

PILOT SAFETY AND 
WARNING SUPPLEMENTS 

The pilot should visually check the seat for security on the seat tracks and 
assure that the seat is locked in position. This can be accomplished by 
visually ascertaining pin engagement and physically attempting to move the 
seat fore and aft to verify the seat is secured in position. Failure to ensure that 
the seat is locked in position could result in the seat sliding aft during a critical 
phase of flight, such as initial climb. Mandatory Service Bulletin SEB89-32 
installs secondary seat stops and is available from Cessna. 

The pilot's seat should be adjusted and locked in a position to allow full rudder 
deflection and brake application without having to shift position in the seat. For 
takeoff and landing, passenger seat backs should be adjusted to the most 
upright position. 

SECURITY IN AFT-FACING SEATS 
Some aft-facing seats are adjustable fore and aft, within the limits of the seat 
stops. Ensure the seat stop pins are engaged with the holes in the seat tracks 
before takeoff and landing. The restraint system should be worn anytime the seat is occupied. Assure that the seats are installed in the correct positions. 
Approved seat designs differ between forward-facing and rear-facing seats and 
proper occupant protection is dependent upon proper seat installation. 
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10 
FUEL SYSTEM CONTAMINATION 

FUEL SYSTEM CONTAMINATION 

ADEQUATE PREFLIGHT OF THE FUEL SYSTEM 
A full preflight inspection is recommended before each flight for general 
aviation airplanes. Inspection procedures for the fuel system must include 
checking the quantity of fuel with the airplane on level ground, checking the 
security of fuel filler caps and draining the fuel tank sumps, fuel reservoir(s), 
fuel line drain(s), fuel selector drains, and fuel strainer(s). To ensure that no 
unsampled fuel remains in the airplane, an adequate sample of fuel from the 
fuel strainer must be taken with the fuel selector valve placed in each of its 
positions (BOTH, LEFT, RIGHT, etc.). Some Cessna airplanes are equipped with a fuel reservoir(s). If so equipped, the pilot should be aware of the 
location of the fuel reservoir(s) and its drain plug or quick-drain. The fuel 
reservoir(s) on most single-engine airplanes is located near the fuel system low point where water will accumulate. Therefore, the fuel reservoir(s) must be 
drained routinely during each preflight inspection. Periodically check the 
condition of the fuel filler cap seals, pawls, and springs for evidence of wear 
and/or deterioration which indicates a need for replacement. Check fuel cap 
adapters and seals to insure that the sealing surfaces are clean and not rusted or pitted. Deformed pawls may affect the sealing capabilities of the seals 
and/or cause it to be exposed to detrimental weather elements. Precautions 
should be taken to prevent water entry into fuel tanks, due to damaged filler 
caps and every effort made to check and remove all water throughout the fuel system. Umbrella caps will assist in preventing water entry into the fuel tank 
through the fuel filler. 

It is the pilot's responsib"ility to ensure that the airplane is properly serviced 
before each flight with the correct type of fuel. The pilot must take the time to 
inspect the airplane thoroughly, making sure all of the fuel filler caps are 
installed and secured properly after visually checking the fuel quantity with the 
airplane on level ground. During the check of the fuel tanks, observe the color 
and odor of the fuel while draining a generous sample from each sump and 
drain point into a transparent container. Check for the presence of water, dirt, 
rust, or other contaminants. Never save the fuel sample and risk the possibility 
of contaminating the system. Also, ensure that each fuel tank vent is clear of 
restrictions (i.e., dirt, insect nests, ice, snow, bent or pinched tubes, etc.). 
Refer to the airplanes Maintenance Manual for for fuel tank vent removal and inspection if needed. 
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20 
SEAT AND RESTRAINT SYSTEMS 

SEAT AND RESTRAINT SYSTEMS 

~ADJUSTABLE SEAT ASSEMBLIE~ 

tvH~t 

fv/Jtt 

Most Cessna manually-adjustable seats are suspended on two parallel, cabin 
floor mounted seat tracks by roller assemblies which allow the seat to move 
forward and rearward along the tracks. A series of holes are provided, usually 
in the forward end of either or both seat tracks, to accommodate a mechanical 
locking pin(s) which allows intermediate positioning and locking of the seat. To 
prevent the seat from disengaging from the seat tracks when reaching the 
ends, a mechanical seat stop is installed near both ends of the track(s). 

Incidents of manually-adjustable seats slipping rearward or forward during 
acceleration or deceleration of the airplane have been reported. The 
investigations following these incidents have revealed discrepancies such as 
gouged lockpin holes, bent lockpins, excessive clearance between seat rollers 
and tracks, and missing seat stops, to name a few. Also, dust, dirt, and debris accumulations on seat tracks and in the intermediate adjustment holes have 
been found to contribute to the problem. A close check of each seat during 
daily preflight, improved cabin cleanliness, and replacement of parts when 
necessary will help prevent accidents involving seats. Visual checks of the airplane should always include the cabin interior. 

When inspections are made, examination of the following items is 
recommended: 

1. Check the seat assembly for structural integrity. 
2. Inspect the roller assemblies for separation and wear. 
3. Check the locking mechanism (actuating arm, linkage, locking pin or 

pins) for wear. 
4. Check all seat track stops for security and proper installation. 
5. Inspect seat tracks for condition and security, and the locking pin 

holes for wear, and dirt or debris accumulation. 
6. Determine that the floor structure in the vicinity of the seat tracks is 

not cracked or distorted. 
7. Ensure that the secondary seat stop addressed in mandatory Service 

Bulletin SEB89-32 is installed. 

Damaged or worn parts are a potential hazard which should be immediately 
repaired or replaced. Cessna recommends repair and/or replacement of 
damaged components in accordance with the airplane's service or 
maintenance publications and Service Bulletins. 
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