
To Whom It May Concern,  
 

  
 

My name is Jonathan Fowler and I’ve served Civil Air Patrol for twenty-one years 
and six years as a CAP Check Pilot. I’ve also been employed by Envoy Airlines for 
four and a half years, and serve as a First Officer on the Embraer 145.  

 
On the night of February 1st, 2016, I was operating a flight out Mobile Airport 
(KMOB) on behalf of my company. This was a “turn” operated as Envoy Flight 3381 
from Dallas Fort-Worth International Airport to Mobile International Airport. The 
weather conditions on the terminal forecast (TAF) that the flight received told of 
low ceilings and possible fog conditions upon arrival at KMOB.   

 
At Envoy Air, we adhere to the highest standards in training in regards to passenger 
safety and FAA compliance. We occasionally conduct operations that require our 
crews to takeoff, and land, in reduced visibility conditions. This night was one of 
those nights we had to utilize our reduced visibility takeoff training.   

 
Upon arriving at KMOB, we conducted the visual approach to runway 15. VFR 
conditions existed for this approach. Upon landing, taxing to the gate, 
deboarding/boarding of passengers, and closing the door for our return flight to 
KDFW (all in a span of 23 minutes), the flight visibility dropped down to around  
2000 feet RVR. I commented to the flight crew before we taxied that this is just like  
simulator training (in reference to our low-visibility taxing we must conduct during 
our annual training events). As we taxied out, we couldn’t believe how fast the fog 
had set on to the airport. The tower had to clear us to taxi with out visual contact. 
We requested a takeoff alternate via our dispatcher just to be safe due to the onset of 
the fog. The flight visibility was variable around 2000-2400 feet RVR when we 
departed runway 15. The top of the fog layer was 500ft MSL and we were VFR on  
top from what we could see after our departure. I reported this to departure control  
at the request of the tower.  

 
After contacting the departure controller, I could hear a CAP 184 (first time hearing 
the aircraft) being vectored for the ILS 15 at KMOB. Reaching 10,000ft, I elected to 
monitor the approach/tower frequency to listen to CAP 184. I monitored every radio 
transmission up to the attempted missed approach by CAP 184, followed by several 
short static transmissions coming from the tower frequency.   

 
  

 
Very Respectfully,  

 
Major Jonathan Fowler, Civil Air Patrol  

 
  

 
  






