12/20/2015 Reference MCSO Case# 15-38-1803

On December 17, 2015 at approximately 1930 a call was given to Sgt. Kevin Stout and Deputy
Ben Pike in reference to a possible crashed or downed aircraft in Madison County. The case number
issued to this event is 15-38-1803 and the report written by those deputies is attached.

On December 18™, 2015 at approximately 0800 | was advised by Captain David Harper that we
needed to prepare for a search and/or rescue mission for an aircraft that may have possibly crashed or
went down in our county. At this time we pulled together available resources to include ATVs and the
Sheriff Office’s Polaris side by side for use in locating the aircraft. Sgt. Jarrod Lauth made contact with
Lt.Col Nard with the Airforce search and rescue squadron at Tyndall Airforce base, who then emailed us
the last known contact and radar location of the aircraft.

At approximately 0846 Leon County Sheriff’s Office helicopter pilot Sgt. Lee Majors advised via
radio that he had located the crashed aircraft and gave us the Lat/long to the position. At approximately
0934 Sheriff Ben Stewart, Captain David Harper, Staff Sergeant Chris Andrews, Sergeant Bobby
Boatwright, and Sergeant Jarrod Lauth met with Sgt. Majors in a field located in the South West part of
Madison County. Sgt. Majors then gave us direction to the crash site while flying above. After the
aircraft was located and no survivors found the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) was
notified. | then spoke with Lt. Col Nard and advised her that we in fact located the crashed aircraft and
gave her the Tail numbers from the aircraft. She advised that the numbers matched their records and
the individuals logged to be on board was Naval Pilot James H. Swiggart and Maitland Harvey. During
the extrication of the crash victims the identification cards of both of these individuals was located in
the wreckage.

At approximately 1112 | was contacted by NTSB investigator “Chris” who then made
arrangements for an Investigator to come to the crash site for the investigation. The investigator
assigned to the crash is NTSB Senior Air Safety Investigator Ralph Hicks. After speaking with Chris he
advised me that we could at this time treat the crash site as a vehicle accident and recover the crash
victims in order for the remains to be sent to the Medical Examiner’s office for autopsy and
identification. At approximately 1300 with the assistance of the New Home Volunteer Fire Department
the crash victims were removed from the wreckage and turned over to ICS the transportation company
in order to get them to the Medical Examiner’s Office. All of the personal effects of the crash victims
that was obtained was kept in Sheriff's Office custody per request of Investigator Hicks. The crash scene
was then secured and kept guarded until turned over to Investigator Hicks on the morning of December
19'™, 2015. Photographs pre extrication and post extrication were taken and turned over to Investigator
Hicks. On December 19", 2015 Investigator Hicks searched through items found at the crash site and
took in his possession and custody 1 iPhone, Air Frame Log Book, Engine Log Book, and the Pilot Log. All
of the other personal belongings were placed in bags for the family members to take possession of.
Investigator Hicks along with a representative from the FAA then went to the crash site to take their
own photographs and determinations of the scene. Investigator Hicks also made arrangements with the
Jacksonville Air Recovery company to remove the wreckage and transport it to Jacksonville for further
investigation. The removal costs will be taken care of through the insurance on the aircraft.

The aircraft was removed from the property and the property owners Robert and Barbra Johnson were
notified of the completed investigation by Corporal Chris O’Brian on December 19%, 2015.

Staff Sergeant Chris Andrews MC-09 / 150
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On December 17th, 2015 at approximately 1930 a call was given to Sgt. Kevin Stout and Deputy Ben Pike in re!erence to a possible crashed or downed aircra!t in Madison

County. The case number issued to this event is 15-38-1803 and the report written by those deputies is attached.
On December 18th, 2015 at approximately 0800 | was advised by Captain David Harper that we needed to prepare for a search and/or rescue mission for an aircraft that
may have possibly crashed or went down in our county. At this time we pulled together available resources to include ATVs and the Sheriff Office’s Polaris side by side for
use in locating the aircraft. Sgt. Jarrod Lauth made contact with Lt.Col Nard with the Airforce search and rescue squadron at Tyndall Airforce base, who then emailed us the
last known contact and radar location of the aircraft.
At approximately 0846 Leon County Sheriff’s Office helicopter pilot Sgt. Lee Majors advised via radio that he had located the crashed aircraft and gave us the Lat/long to
the position. At approximately 0934 Sheriff Ben Stewart, Captain David Harper, Staff Sergeant Chris Andrews, Sergeant Bobby Boatwright, and Sergeant Jarrod Lauth met
with 5gt. Majors in a field located in the South West part of Madison County. Sgt. Majors then gave us direction to the crash site while flying above. After the aircraft was
located and no survivors found the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) was notified. | then spoke with Lt. Col Nard and advised her that we in fact located the
crashed aircraft and gave her the Tail numbers from the aircraft. She advised that the numbers matched their records and the individuals logged to be on board was Naval
Pilot James H. Swiggart and Maitland Harvey. During the extrication of the crash victims the identification cards of both of these individuals was located in the wreckage.
At approximately 1112 | was contacted by NTSB investigator “Chris” who then made arrangements for an Investigator to come to the crash site for the investigation. The
investigator assigned to the crash is NTSB Senior Air Safety Investigator Ralph Hicks. After speaking with Chris he advised me that we could at this time treat the crash site
as a vehicle accident and recover the crash victims in order for the remains to be sent to the Medical Examiner’s office for autopsy and identification. At approximately
1300 with the assistance of the New Home Volunteer Fire Department the crash victims were removed from the wreckage and turned over to ICS the transportation
company in order to get them to the Medical Examiner’s Office. All of the personal effects of the crash victims that was obtained was kept in Sheriff’s Office custody per
request of Investigator Hicks. The crash scene was then secured and kept guarded until turned over to Investigator Hicks on the morning of December 19th, 2015.
Photographs pre extrication and post extrication were taken and turned over to Investigator Hicks. On December 19th, 2015 Investigator Hicks searched through items
found at the crash site and took in his possession and custody 1 iPhone, Air Frame Log Book, Engine Log Book, and the Pilot Log. All of the other personal belongings were
placed in bags for the family members to take possession of. Investigator Hicks along with a representative from the FAA then went to the crash site to take their own
photographs and determinations of the scene. Investigator Hicks also made arrangements with the Jacksonville Air Recovery company to remove the wreckage and
transport it to Jacksonville for further investigation. The removal costs will be taken care of through the insurance on the aircraft.
The aircraft was removed from the property and the property owners Robert and Barbra Johnson were notified of the completed investigation by Corporal Chris O’Brian on
December 19th, 2015.

On December 21st, 2015 the property belonging to the pilot was shipped via UPS to Navy CACO (Casualty Assistance Calls Officer) Lt. Brendon Kiely at Meridian NAS per his
request.
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MISCELLANEOUS INCIDENT REPORT
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State Type Explration Date Driver's License Numbi
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Yeoar Make
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PROPERTY
Manufacturer Model Property Type

Owner [J victm [  Subject [

Sarigl Number Description

NARRATIVE

Communications received a complaint from FHP requesting our assistance reference to assisting FAR
attempt to locate a possible crashed airplana. FAA advised that the lone pilet of a single engine RV4
Tail number N77BP a blue and burgundy homemade airplane radioed in to Tallahassee Approach Control
declaring a emergency about 1955 hours, stating that he could not determine the horizon, and then no
further contact was established by radio and the plane disappeared on radar minutes later in the area
of # 1 Federal road and US 221 South. The pilot had filed a flight plan leaving Jacksonville and
flying straight to Tallahassee. The last radar location by GPS coordinates were 83.6333 W 30.3587 N
which placed the aircraft near UsS 221 and Federal road. Sgt Stout made contact with Reserve Deputy
Stout, who was returning from a Baker Act, assisted with the search and investigation. He spoke to
Tallahassee Control and they advised that the aircraft could have flown at a low altitude and
actually not appeared on their radar, but that was very rare. They alsc advised that they have not
received a ELT signal (Emergency Location Traansmitter)as of the report time (the signal is supposed
to be triggered by crash but if unit was off or not installed it would not work). The plane is
suspected to have flown in to or up to a severe thunderstorm which was between Tallahassee and
Madison and either the pilot got confused and possibly crashed then or possibly tried to turn around
and head back East. I was contacted by Deputy Mcmullen by phone who advised me that his son in law
who lives off of Edgewood Dr which is east of US 221 in the general area. He advised his son in law
said that sometime around 2000 hours he observed a small very low flying aircraft traveling East
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appearing to be traveling just Noxth ¢of Edgewocod reoad. Deputy Dewey, Tavares, S. Stout, Sgt Stout and
myself searched the Southwest side of the county for hours with no sign of a crash. The FAA

called back and declared that they were believing the aircraft to have crashed and
requested our agency to check Lee airport and Pratt airport (6690 SW Sundown Creek Rd.) for a
possible aircraft as a precaution. Deputy Morris checked Lee and found nothing out of the ordinary.
We finally located Pratt airport which is a private grass airstrip running North and South. We found
that there was a locked, very heavy grade steel gate at 6690 S$W Sundown Creek Rd with black fencing.
Alsc located a double wooden gate with the same black fencing about 150 yards East with a padlock on
it. All efforts to locate a possible key holder were exhausted. Emergency Management Director Alan
Whigahm was called out to assist in the search. He arrived and we made the decision, due to the
possible crashed plane, to use a set of bolt cutters te remove the lock. We entered the property and
located the airstrip and checked the area with no contact with an aircraft (FRA advised the airstrip
would be in a GPS unit and aviation maps even if it had been not used recently). Whigahm advised that
he would take care of replacing thae lock in the am hours first thing. The surrounding counties were
also involved in the search in their jurisdictions. The FAA advised communications of a website
( www.flightaware.com , go to box and enter the tail number and search) to track the £light of the
aireraft. It is there that it appears that the aircraft was last located on radar West of SW Jack Rd.
at apx 900 feet ( location is deep in to San Pedro Bay near where Madison, Taylor and Lafayette
counties meet) . Surrounding counties have been checking their airports all night with no contact. It
is suspected that th aircraft has most likely crashed deep in to the bay area. All attempts to locate
were exhausted until daylight due to no moon and severe clouds. At the report time we have exhausted
all measures in the attempt to locate the aircraft.

Ctficer(s) Reporting: 1O # Unit # Officer Raviewing: 1.D. #
DS B PIKE MC38 _ SGT K STOUT | MC19
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I MISCELLANEOUS INCIDENT REPORT

MADISON CO SHERIFF'S OFFICE denile g CASENUMBER:  15-38~1803
Nature of Incident SUSP INCIDENT Date of Report 12/17/2015 Rispatched 2036 Arrived 5036 In-Servico 0053
Incldent: Day Date Time Inckdlent: Day Date Time
From THU 12/17/2018 198320 To THT 12/17/2015 2359
Incident Location / Address LoSuita Zone Grid

Us 221 SOUTH GREENVILLE 32331 WB36
Business Name / Area ldentifler Telephone
1 FEDERAL ROAD AREA
Reporter: (Last, Flrst M) Raca Sex Ethnicity D.0.B.TAge
CONTROL TALLAHASSEE APPROACH C_ 1L
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vicTm [J / OWNER [1
Name: (Lost, First Mi) Race Sex Ethnicity D.0.B./Age

Address Clty State Zip Telephone

Name: (Laost, First Mi)

Ethnlcity D.0.B./ Aga
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Weight Halght Hair Eyes Scars Marks, Tattoos

DRIVER'S LICENSE
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Owner (] victim[]  Subject[] | 7 e
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B
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NARRATIVE

Communications received a complaint from FHP requesting our assistance reference to assisting FAa
attempt to locate a possible crashed airplane. FAA advised that the lone pilot of a single engine RV4
Tail number N77BP a blue and burgundy homemade airplane radiced in to Tallahassee Approach Control
declaring a emergency about 1955 hours, stating that he could not determine the horizen, and then no
further contact was aestablished by radio and the plane disappeared on radar minutes later in the area
of # 1 Federal road and US 221 South. The pilot had filaed a flight plan leaving Jacksonville and
flying straight to Tallahassee. The last radar location by GPS coordinates were 83.6333 W 30.3587 N
which placed the aircraft near US 221 and Federal reoad. $gt Stout made contact with Reserve Deputy
Stout, who was returning from a Baker Act, assisted with the search and investigation. He spoke to
Tallahassee Control and they advised that the aircraft could have flown at a low altitude and
actually not appeared on their radar, but that was very rare. They alsoc advised that they have not
received a ELT signal (Emergency Location Transmitter)as of the report time (the signal is supposed
to be triggered by crash but if unit was off or not installed it would not work). The plane is
suspected to have flown in to or up te a severe thunderstorm which was between Tallahassee and
Madison and either the pilot got confused and possibly crashed then or possibly tried to turn around
and head back East. I was contacted by Deputy Mcmullen by phone whe advised me that his son in law
who lives off of Edgewood Dr which is east of US 221 in the general area. He advised his son in law
said that sometime around 2000 hours he cbserved a small very low flying aircraft traveling East
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appaaring to be traveling just Morth of Edgewood road. Deputy Dewey, Tavares, S. Stout, Sgt Stout and
myéelf searched the Southwest side of the county fox hours with no sign of a crash. The FAA
—callad back and declared that they were believing the airecraft to have crashed and
Tequested our agency to check Lee airport and Pratt airport (6650 SW Sundown Creek Rd.) for a
possible aircraft as a precaution. Deputy Morris checked Lee and found nothing out of the ordinary.
We finally lccated Pratt airpext which is a private grass airstrip running Noxzth and South. We found
that there was a locked, very heavy grade steel gate at 6690 $W Sundown Creek Rd with black fencing.
Alse located a double wooden gats with the same black fencing about 150 vards East with a padlock on
it. All efforts to locate a possible key holder were exhausted. Emergency Management Director Alan
Whigahm was called out to assist in the search. He arrived and we made the decision, due to the
possible crashed plane, to use a set of bolt cutters to remecve the lock. We entered the property and
located the airstrip and checked the area with no contact with an aircraft (FAA advised the airstrip
would be in a GPS unit and aviation maps even if it had been not used recently) . Whigahm advised that
he would take care of replacing the lock in the am hours first thing. The surrounding counties were
also invelved in the search in their Jjurisdictions. The FAA advised communications of a website

( www.flightawara.com , go to box and enter the tail number and search) teo track the flight of the
aireraft. It is there that it appears that the airecraft was last located on radar West of SW Jack Rd.
at apx 900 feet ( location is deep in to San Pedre Bay near whers Madison, Taylor and Lafayette
counties maeet). Surrounding counties have been checking their airports all night with no contact. It
is suspectad that th aircraft has most likely crashed deep in to the bay area. All attempts to locate
were exhausted until daylight due to no moon and severe clouds. At the report time we have exhausted
all measures in the attempt to locate the aircraft.

Officer{s) Reporting: LD, # Unit # Offlcer Reviewing: L.D. &
DS B PIKE MC38 SGT K STOUT MC19
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