
TIME DATE 

RECORD OF D VISIT D CONFERENCE OR cg) TELEPHONE CALL 
12:30 PM 07/21/2015 

-·--
NAME (S) OF PERSON (S) CONTACTED OR IN CONFERENCE AND LOCATION ROUTING 

George "Richard" Cunliffe Thompson - a flight instructor at the ILM Airport SYMBOL INITIAl.$ 

··-

SUBJECT 

N829T Accident on 7/19/2015 

DIGEST 

Mr. Thompson states that he was providing flight instruction at the time of the accident 
---

and was in an airplane with a student holding short of runway 24 at ILM. He and his 

student were watching the accident aircraft as they were awaiting departure. Mr. Thompson 

stated that he was using the approach and landing of the accident aircraft as instruction 

for his student. Mr. Thompson said he witnessed the aircraft on base for runway 24 and 

continued observing the accident aircraft though turn to final, flare, touchdown, and the 

collapse of the landing gear. Mr. Thompson confirmed that he saw all three landing gear 
--

wheels extended during the aircraft's approach. Mr. Thompson and his student were forced 

to use another runway for departure and while taxiing to the departure runway, taxied past 

the accident aircraft when Mr. Thompson noted that the nose gear was fully collapsed and 

the main landing gear was partially collapsed. 

--· 
CONCLUSION, ACTION TAKEN, OR REQUIRED 

-------

·-·-
DATE TITLE SIGNATURE 

07/22/2015 ASI 
.. FAA Form 1360-33 (10/12) Supersedes Prev1ous Ed1!1on Page 1 



Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: July 24,2015 
Person Contacted: Richard Thompson (Flight Instructor) 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA15LA273 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Mr. Thompson is employed as a Flight Instructor by Air Wilmington, Inc. 

According to Mr. Thompson, he was holding short of the runway at the time of the accident, and 
he observed the accident airplane make a right turn into Runway 24. 

The airplane was "coming in fast, extremally fast," and it bounced a little when the mains 
touched, and then when the nose wheel touched the nose landing gear appeared to "collapse," 
and the airplane slid on the nose and then stopped. 
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