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On 7/22/201 5 I responded to the Lake Wales Airport in reference to an airplane crash. 
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Location: 440 South Airport Rd 
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On 7/22/2015 I responded to the above location in reference to an airplane crash. Upon arrival I met with Polk 

County EMS and Lake Wales Fire who advised a plane crashed just east of the airport in a wooded area. I 

accompanied EMS and Fire to the crash site. I assisted EMS and Fire in removing both the pilot and co-pilot out 

of the aircraft. 

I was able to speak with the pilot of the plane, identified as Anthony Arzave. Arzave said the oil pressure 

dropped causing the cockpit to fill with smoke. Arzave said he was trying to land the plane on the runway . I was 

unable to get any further information from Arzave as he was airlifted to Lakeland Medical Center via life flight. The 

co-pilot identified as Seng-yen Chen was unresponsive at the scene and was air lifted to Lakeland Medical 

Center via life flight. At the time of this report Chen was listed in critical condition. The plane was a Cirrus SR 20 

tail #N61 ODA. 

I then spoke with Cary Cheatham. Cheatham was completing construction on South Airport Rd. Cheatham said 

he could see the plane was attempting to land on the run way which runs north to south Cheatham said on the 

west side of the airport. The plane approached the airport from the north. Cheatham said it looked like the plane 

was leveled out for a landing. Cheatham explained the plane then powered up and banked to the left flying east 

before disappearing behind the tree line. Cheatham said he did not witness the impact nor did he hear a impact. 

I later spoke with Trisha Archer. Archer explained she was cleaning the windows on the east side of the 

residence. Archer explained she observed a white small air plane flying to east over the airport. Archer said the 

plane was "sputtering" and losing altitude. Archer said she observed the plane go down beh ind an oak tree to the 

east of the airport before seeing the parachute deploy. Archer said the parachute deployed before the plane hit 

the ground. 

Ben Casey Smith from American Compliance Technologies responded to the scene to see if there was any fuel 

or oil leakage. 

Polk County Crime Scene arrived on scene. Crime scene tech Anne Lopez (3669H) processed the accident 

scene. Polk County case number 150032278. 

Federal Aviation Administration investigator Ricardo Rodriguez was contacted and responded to the scene. 

Rodriguez was briefed on the incident and the scene was turned over to him. 

On 7/23/2015 at 0800 Eric Alleyne and Daniel Bogg with the National Transportation Safety Board arrived on 

scene along with Brad Miller who is the manager of air safety for Cirrus aircraft. They were briefed on the incident 

and the scene was turned over to Alleyne and Boggs to complete their investigation. 

On 7/23/2015 at 1400 Matthew Lambert from Aerosim took possesion of a shoe and a pair of Bose headset 

from the cash site. Lambert signed a evidence property submission form which was turned into records. 

I have nothing further at this time. 
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On 07/22/15, I was on the scene of an aircraft accident at the Lake Wales Airport. While on scene, I made contact 
with Charles Telford who advised he witnessed the aircraft accident occur. Telford advised he lives on the 
campground at the airport and was there when he witnessed the accident occur. Telford stated he saw the Cirrus 
aircraft flying around the Lake Wales Airport when he heard the engine from the aircraft begin to sputter. Telford 
stated the aircraft flew east over the airport and banked left off the east side of the runway. Telford stated the 
aircraft was traveling north at a very low airspeed. Telford stated he saw the aircraft become level with the top of 
the tree line and then witnessed the Cirrus' aircraft parachute deploy from behind the trees. Telford then rushed 
to the east end of th.e runway where he could see the aircraft in the brush northeast of the runway. Telford had no 
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further information on the aircraft accident. This concludes my involvement in this case. 
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