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1$55$7,9(�+,6725<�2)�)/,*+7��3OHDVH�W\SH�RU�SULQW�LQ�LQN��
'HVFULEH� ZKDW� RFFXUUHG� LQ� FKURQRORJLFDO� RUGHU�� LQFOXGLQJ� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� OHDGLQJ� WR� DQG� QDWXUH� RI� DFFLGHQW�LQFLGHQW�� 'HVFULEH� WHUUDLQ� DQG� LQFOXGH�
ZUHFNDJH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�VNHWFK�LI�SHUWLQHQW��$WWDFK�H[WUD�VKHHWV�LI�QHHGHG��6WDWH�GHSDUWXUH�WLPH�DQG�DQG�ORFDWLRQ��VHUYLFHV�REWDLQHG��DQG�LQWHQGHG�
GHVWLQDWLRQ��3URYLGH�DV�PXFK�GHWDLO�DV�SRVVLEOH��

'$0$*(�72�$,5&5$)7�$1'�27+(5�3523(57<�
$LUFUDIW�'DPDJH

�6XEVWDQWLDO�1RQH��
�0LQRU� �'HVWUR\HG

$LUFUDIW�)LUH
�1RQH
�,Q�)OLJKW

%RWK�*URXQG�DQG�,Q�)OLJKW��
)LUH�DW�8QNQRZQ�7LPH
8QNQRZQ�2Q�*URXQG

$LUFUDIW�([SORVLRQ�
�1RQH
�,Q�)OLJKW�

%RWK�*URXQG�DQG�,Q�)OLJKW��
([SORVLRQ�DW�8QNQRZQ�7LPH�
8QNQRZQ�2Q�*URXQG

'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�'DPDJH�WR�$LUFUDIW�DQG�2WKHU�3URSHUW\���8VH�DGGLWLRQDO�VKHHW�LI�QHFHVVDU\�

�8QNQRZQ

$LUFUDIW�'DPDJH $LUFUDIW�)LUH $LUFUDIW�([SORVLRQ�

'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�'DPDJH�WR�$LUFUDIW�DQG�2WKHU�3URSHUW\��

'HVFULEH� ZKDW� RFFXUUHG LQ� FKURQRORJLFDO� RUGHU�� LQFOXGLQJ FLUFXPVWDQFHV� OHDGLQJ� WR� DQG� QDWXUH� RI� DFFLGHQW�LQFLGHQW�� 'HVFULEH� WHUUDLQ DQG� LQFOXGH
ZUHFNDJH�GLVWULEXWLRQ VNHWFK�LI SHUWLQHQW��$WWDFK�

FKURQRORJLFDO�
H[WUD�VKHHWV LI�QHHGHG��6WDWH�GHSDUWXUH�WLPH�DQG�DQG�ORFDWLRQ��VHUYLFHV�REWDLQHG��DQG�LQWHQGHG�
LQFOXGLQJ VWDQFHV� OHDGLQJ�

GHVWLQDWLRQ��3URYLGH�DV�PXFK�GHWDLO�DV�SRVVLEOH��
ZUHFNDJH� S

This statement is regarding a helicopter crash I was involved in while piloting a Bell 206 Jetranger
on October 16, 2014.

I was on a cross country flight that originated at Pell City, Alabama(KPLR). The purpose of the
flight was to do Lidar mapping of power lines in the Pell City area. I added thirty five gallons of fuel
at Pell City to the twenty five gallons I had on board and we departed around 1:00 pm local time to
collect Lidar data. When we finished in the area I decided to head direct to our base location at
Prattville, Alabama, (1A9). I noted the GPS “time to destination” was forty minutes. As we headed
towards Prattville, I noticed that we were not making as good a time as I thought we would, but I still
believed we would land with approximately 10 gallons of fuel. As I approached Prattville from the
north, I made a right-base entry to runway 27 and descended to approximately fifty feet AGL. I made
a left turn (air taxi) to taxiway Delta and as I taxied towards the ramp, the engine died. I attempted
an auto-rotation to the taxiway however the skids did not hit level. As the helicopter hit on the rear
skids then rocked forward, the main rotor struck the tail cone and severed it from the helicopter.
The helicopter came to rest on the skids however it was substantially damaged.

The main rotor struck the tail cone and severed it from the helicopter. There was damage to the
pitch links and control arms. The impact also cracked the windshield on the left side.
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This statement is regarding a helicopter crash I was involved in while piloting a Bell 206 Jetranger 
on October 16, 2014.
 
I was on a cross country flight that originated at Pell City, Alabama(KPLR). The purpose of the 
flight was to do Lidar mapping of power lines in the Pell City area. I added thirty five gallons of fuel 
at Pell City to the twenty five gallons I had on board and we departed around 1:00 pm local time to 
collect Lidar data. When we finished in the area I decided to head direct to our base location at 
Prattville, Alabama, (1A9). I noted the GPS “time to destination” was forty minutes. As we headed towards Prattville, I noticed that we were not making as good a time as I thought we would, but I still believed we would land with approximately 10 gallons of fuel. As I approached Prattville from the 
north, I made a right-base entry to runway 27 and descended to approximately fifty feet AGL. I made 
a left turn (air taxi) to taxiway Delta and as I taxied towards the ramp, the engine died. I attempted 
an auto-rotation to the taxiway however the skids did not hit level. As the helicopter hit on the rear 
skids then rocked forward, the main rotor struck the tail cone and severed it from the helicopter. 
The helicopter came to rest on the skids however it was substantially damaged.
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The main rotor struck the tail cone and severed it from the helicopter. There was damage to the 
pitch links and control arms. The impact also cracked the windshield on the left side.
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0(&+$1,&$/�0$/)81&7,21�)$,/85(���,I�PRUH�VSDFH�LV�QHHGHG��FRQWLQXH�RQ�VHSDUDWH�VKHHW�

7RWDO�7LPH�&\FOHV
2Q�3DUW��

BBBBBBBBBBBBBB�+RXUV�

BBBBBBBBBBBBBB�&\FOHV

:DV�WKHUH�0HFKDQLFDO�0DOIXQFWLRQ�)DLOXUH"� �<HV�� �1R��
�,I�\HV��OLVW�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�SDUW��PDQXIDFWXUHU��SDUW�QR���VHULDO�QR���DQG�GHVFULEH�WKH�IDLOXUH��

7LPH�6LQFH�7KLV�3DUW���
,QVSHFWHG�2YHUKDXOHG�

BBBBBBBBBBBBBB�+RXUV�

(9$&8$7,21�2)�$,5&5$)7�
:DV�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�HYDFXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DLUFUDIW�SHUIRUPHG"� �<HV� �1R�

0HWKRG�RI�([LW !"'HVFULEH�KRZ�WKH�RFFXSDQWV�H[LWHG�DQG�KRZ�PDQ\�RFFXSDQWV�HYDFXDWHG�HDFK�ORFDWLRQ

)8(/�	�6(59,&(6�,1)250$7,21�
)XHO�RQ�%RDUG�DW�/DVW�7DNHRII����
�&RQYHUW�IURP�SRXQGV��DV�QHFHVVDU\��

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� *DOORQV

)XHO�7\SH
������ �������� �-HW�%� �2WKHU��VSHFLI\�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
�����/RZ�/HDG� -HW�$��� �-3��
�������� -HW�$��� �$XWRPRWLYH�

2WKHU�6HUYLFHV��LI�$Q\��3ULRU�WR�'HSDUWXUH�

27+(5�$,5&5$)7�$#&2//,6,21���,I�DLU�RU�JURXQG�FROOLVLRQ�RFFXUUHG��FRPSOHWH�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�IRU�!"#$%�DLUFUDIW�

$LUFUDIW�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�1XPEHU

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�

0DQXIDFWXUHU��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
0RGHO��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

'DPDJH�WR�2WKHU�$LUFUDIW
��'HVWUR\HG �0LQRU�

�6XEVWDQWLDO� �1RQH
5HJLVWHUHG�2ZQHU�RI�2WKHU�$LUFUDIW

1DPH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
&LW\�� BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
6WDWH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB=,3���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
&RXQWU\��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

3LORW�RI�2WKHU�$LUFUDIW

1DPH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��
&LW\��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
6WDWH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB=,3���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
&RXQWU\��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

5(&200(1'$7,21��+RZ�FRXOG�WKLV�DFFLGHQW�LQFLGHQW�KDYH�EHHQ�SUHYHQWHG"���
2SHUDWRU�2ZQHU�6DIHW\�5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ

:DV WKHUH�0HFKDQLFDO�0DOIXQFWLRQ�)DLOXUH"

)XHO�RQ�%RDUG�DW�/DVW�7DNHRII���� )XHO�7\SH

2SHUDWRU�2ZQHU�6DIHW\�5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ

60 Gallons

Accident could have been prevented if pilot had followed FAR (91.151) minimal fuel requirements, properly calculated time
and fuel, and added fuel.
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�8VH�WKLV�VSDFH�LI�DGGLWLRQDO�VSDFH�LV�QHHGHG�IRU�DQ\�DQVZHUV���

,�+(5(%<�&(57,)<�7+$7�7+(�$%29(�,1)250$7,21�,6�&203/(7(�$1'�$&&85$7(�72�7+(�%(67�2)�0<�.12:/('*(�

'DWH�RI�WKLV�5HSRUW�

BBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
PP�GG�\\\\

,I�D�3HUVRQ�2WKHU�WKDQ�3LORW�2SHUDWRU�LV�)LOLQJ�5HSRUW

)25�176%�86(�21/<�
176%�$FFLGHQW�,QFLGHQW�1R�� 5HYLHZHG�E\�176%�5HJLRQDO�2IILFH� 1DPH�RI�,QYHVWLJDWRU� 'DWH�5HSRUW�5HFHLYHG�

6LJQDWXUH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

����RU��������������&KHFN�KHUH�WR�HOHFWURQLFDOO\�VLJQ�WKLV�GRFXPHQW��

1DPH�RI�3LORW�2SHUDWRU��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

6LJQDWXUH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

����RU���� �&KHFN�KHUH�WR�HOHFWURQLFDOO\�VLJQ�WKLV�GRFXPHQW��

1DPH���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 7LWOH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

$'',7,21$/�,1)250$7,21��3OHDVH�W\SH�RU�SULQW�LQ�LQN��

'DWH�RI�WKLV�5HSRUW� 1DPH�RI�3LORW�2SHUDWRU�

6LJQDWXUH�

Michael Everhart
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