
N1CY Accident FSDO Narrative 
 
On July 28, 2014 at 11:20 Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) I (James A. Stenhouse III, Aviation Safety 
Inspector) was given initial notification of an aircraft accident in Yulee, FL. I departed the Orlando Flight 
Standards District Office (FSDO) at 11:50 EDT for the accident scene. We were met by Nassau County 
Sheriff Deputy Martinez (  and he opened the gate to let me on the property. Arrival at the 
accident scene was 15:45 EDT. The accident scene was accessed by a boat provided by the Nassau 
County Sheriff. 
 
Accident scene: The aircraft was resting upright on a muddy peninsula in the salt marsh surrounded by 
grass about six feet tall. The body of Mr. Yeagle had been removed by emergency personnel at the 
direction of the NTSB. I began a 360 degree walk around and photographed the aircraft as much as the 
local environment would allow. This is what I observed and documented: 
 

Flight Controls 
 
Checked for continuity. Vertical and longitudinal axis were free and correct. The lateral axis appeared to 
be free and correct but movement was somewhat restricted. 
 

Fuel 
 
The fuel cap for the main tanks is located on the left wing. The cap was unscrewed and there appeared 
to be fuel about an inch below the filler neck. The auxiliary tank located in the aft fuselage/baggage area 
was inspected and no fuel was seen visually. The fuel gauges located on the floor between the two seats 
indicated: 
 
Main tanks: 3/4 full (26 gallon capacity) 
Auxiliary tank: Slightly above empty (9 gallon capacity) 
 
These readings seemed consistent with the visual inspection. Due to the position of the aircraft, the 
tanks were not sampled to inspect for water or other contaminates. The fuel selector was labeled with 
three positions “AUX”, “IN”, and “OFF”. The selector position indicated the “IN” position. 
 

Engine Controls 
 
During an inspection of the cockpit engine controls; the following positions were recorded: 
 
Throttle: Full 
Mixture: Full 
Carb Heat: In (off position) 
Primer:  In (off position) 
Magnetos: Not labeled but the key was found two positions away from the “OFF” position. The 

Pilots Operating Handbook (POH) found onboard lists this position as “RIGHT”. 
Starter handle: In (off position) 
 

 
 
 



 
Engine Visual Inspection 

 
The engine compartment was inspected for defects. No visual or obvious discrepancies were noted. 
The engine oil level (dipstick) was checked and indicated a level of two (2) quarts. The oil filler cap was 
placarded with an eight (8) quart capacity. 
* Note (The engine compartment was pitched down in a nose low attitude and the oil dipstick located at 
the back or “high” side of the engine as it sat. 
 

Accident Narrative 
 
At approximately 10:02 EDT (14:02 UTC), Mr. Charles Forrest Yeagle (Certificate No. ) departed 
the “Flying A Ranch” (FA84) located in Yulee, FL. Mr. Yeagle was the Pilot-in-Command (PIC) of a 1948 
Temco Swift (registration number N1CY). 
 
Approximately 10:08 EDT (14:08 UTC) a witness observed Mr. Yeagle depart runway 5 at FA84 for a local 
flight. A second witness observed N1CY on the departure leg of runway 5 and noted that the revolutions 
per minute (RPM) of the engine sounded “lower than normal”. This witness also observed the climb 
profile of the aircraft to be lower than normal. The aircraft was observed to be in a gradual left hand 
turn before the aircraft’s wings were leveled and the aircraft disappeared from sight. 
 
The aircraft impacted terrain in a marshy area approximately 0.2 nautical miles (NM) from the departure 
end of runway 5. The aircraft was located roughly 25 degrees off the extended runway centerline to the 
left. The longitudinal axis of the aircraft was located on approximately a 315 degree magnetic heading. 
 
Observed weather around the time of the accident is as follows: 
 
Fernandina Beach (FHB) Automated Weather Observation Station (AWOS-3) 
(Located 5.72 NM ENE of Flying A Ranch) 
 
14:15 UTC: METAR KFHB 281415Z AUTO 26008KT 10SM CLR 31/25 A2997 RMK AO1= 
  
13:55 UTC: METAR KFHB 281355Z AUTO 26007G14KT 10SM CLR 30/24 A2997 RMK AO1= 
 
Jacksonville International Airport (JAX) METAR: 
(Located 8.82 NM SW of Flying A Ranch) 
 
14:56 UTC: METAR KJAX 281456Z 24011KT 10SM SCT020 BKN250 31/26 A2998 RMK AO2 SLP153 

T03110256 50000= 
  
13:56 UTC: METAR KJAX 281356Z 27011KT 10SM SCT014 BKN250 29/26 A2999 RMK AO2 SLP155 

T02890256= 
 
*Note (The aircraft departure runway 5 which would of provided about an eight (8) knot tailwind). 
 
Calculated density altitude at the time of the accident was 2196 feet. 
Calculated pressure altitude at the time of the accident was -45 feet. 
 




