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seen. After several minutes of searching, the airplane was located

approximately 150 yards south of the runway in a heavily wooded area.

Patrol spoke with the single male occupant who stated his name was

JOHN SCHNABEL. SCHNABEL had apparent facial lacerations and a broken

wrist, but stated he didn't recall losing consciousness. SCHNABEL

stated he was the only person in the plane at the time of the crash

and was not sure exactly what happened, but believed his auto-pilot

may have failed. Several fire companies arrived on scene a short time

later and assisted with removing SCHNABEL from the airplane SCHNABEL

was stabilized on a backboard and taken to the Mercy Flight helicopter

where he was transported to ECMC.

Patrol then spoke with DAVID PYNN and KENNETH MCARTHUR who

stated they observed the white light-sport airplane land on the runway

around 1100 hrs. Both men stated the airplane taxied around the runway

for several minutes and then attempted to take off again. They stated

the airplane appeared to struggle taking off from the runway and when

it finally got airborne, it started banking left and crashed down

into the trees.

Sgt. Mack, Sgt. Steen and Sheriff Voutour all responded to the

sc¢ene for the incident. Sgt. Steen stated that the airpoxt will be

closed for the remainder of the day and he also contacted the FAA and

NTSEB to advise them of the incident. The FAA stated they be respond to

|the crash scene on Monday 07-07~14. Patrol placed crime scene tape

around the airplane to secure the scene and was advised to remain on

location until 2100 hrs to make sure no person(s) access the crash

gite. NCSO patrol units will continue to conduct periodic checks until
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the FAA responds.

Deputy Giamberdino responded to the scene from the NCSO crime

scene unit at 1635 hrs. Deputy Giamberdino photographed and processed

the scene. Investigation to continue.
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