
June 20, 2014 

Sentimental Journey Fly-In 

Aircraft Operations Group 

Accident Report 

Prepared by: Ben R. Coleman 
On Friday, June 20, 2014, at 1624 local time, a Taylot Cub J·2, N 16667, owned by Mirk Stewart of Oala, Florida, tolhded w•th terriin soon .1f1e-r taktoff from grass runway 27 at William T. Piper Memorial Airport, lock Haven, PA. The aircraft was flown to lock Haven to take pan In the annual Sentimental Joumey Ftv·tn. The air(:faft had been fitted that day W1th a unique single blade propc:toller. Details on the Installation are unknown at thls time There w·a.s no fli&ht pl.an fiCed as the fl•&ht was intended to be a loc.al VFR flight for the purpose of allowing a renowned Piper Cub expert, Steve Krog. the experlen<e or Rylflj! the single blade p<opelltr. 

Several eye witnesses.. including this Invest (gator, observed the aircr.lfl. N16667, taxi to the grass runway 27 and beg1n tht takeoff roll. Winds were light and variable from the west. The aircra ft did not appear to be acctleraUnc compared to othet .l·2 flights on previous dJVS. Approx'tmatt.tv l,OIX) feet down the runwav the aircraft appe;ued to struggle lifting off the ground. The aircraft d id eventuallv lilt off with very tittle dlmb r.ue over Ulof end ot the runway. At about 100" AGt... the aircraft made a well· c;oordmCtted right bank to the north when it began a gradual descent until It di$Ctppeared below the rooftln.e of s.eYefil hooses. During the northbound destent, there appeared to be faint smoke trail from the aircraft. nmc mark was recorded at 1624 loc-.1. Local a irport maniger and emergency services were notifled that the alruaft had &one down ne:~r Main Street and tl\ere was no apparent fira. 
At that point. the Unicorn Post (Oper~tkw'ts loWf'r) became tht Incident Command Center for this accident. Initial responders to the crash site reported back to the (ommand center that the pilot wa1 uni.njured and the aircraft wu substantia My damaged w1th no fir~. All communications wen~ conuolled bv I he Aircraft Operations Chairman Oen Coleman (writer). The accident was cal~d l.n to FAA flight seMces by witness Steve Atoofn and the NTSB Com Center was notified by Ren Coleman. The rff'SB dispiltohcd this witness to the IIC, Mr. Steve Stein. Mr. Stein was briefed on the events that hid occurred w.thin the preYIOUs 30 minutes ind my bacl(g:round as an HTSB investigator and FAA hHpedor (retired). tn that the pilot was not injured and there wus no property damas~ other than the aircraft. I requested perrn•ssion to move the wredciJ&e to tht airport usin8 all a ppropriate accident lnvestfgation proto,ols. NTS(J Stein coordinated with FAA Harris.burs F'SOO Tim Inns and caJieO me at l7371ocal -Mth authori-U~tiOn to move the wrtc:kage to a secure location fo r folbw· uP Investigation on Monday by Mr. Inns. 
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Arranaements were Jnide' With tnt airport man1get", Ed Witson. for a location to score the wreckage 
and Sentimentll Journey VP of ()ptrJtions .. John Spenc:er, Sf!Wft'd his personaltrJieer and met me at the 
cram lite. 

I arrived at the c.rash site~d' Haven and lnt,.oductd mvseU to the Fire Department 
Commander and City M anager. I explained that iiUthoriz.ation had been received fl"om the f AA and 

NTSI} to move the wreckage under my care, They assisted with the removal of the wreckage. 

Once at the acddent si te, the aircraft was observed in a 45 degree nose down attitude on a h eading o f 
275 degrees. It had comded w1th 14 foo t chain link fence, apple t ree 1nd a blue l OXlO wooden storage 
s.hed wtth asphalt shi.ngles. The aircraft wu engulfed by the apple tree. The fire department personne1 
were asked to cut limbs away with 1 chlin s.w to g_a-in aCCMS. 

The Pf"opeUer blade was splintered ind tln&led into the fence. Photo taken. ~nose section of the 
~rcraft appeared to have Little to no d1m1ge. There w as a slight drip ot flutd that had the aroma of 
JOOll Avgas. The dr'ip was measured a t one drip per 8 .seconds .. A fuel spill mat was plac~d u nder the 
drip. The responding flrt men sta ted that the pilot had turned the fuel control valve "Off' . A series of 
photos were taken at card inal points and i ll aspects of the aircraft were located ~t the crash site. 

The pllot had been seated in the rear seat as normal ope ra tkms for a J•l and It was equipped with 
shoulder harnesses. The harnesses were Intact and the pilo t hames.s latch mechanism w as not 
damaaed. Fl~ht control continuity WiS confirmed in aU axis's. The engme was not rotated to preserve 
that funct.ioo for the oflicial1nvestcat10n 

The a.-craft was c:arefulty peAled down from the tret- and off the wooden shed. The fuel drip continued 
and WJS traced to the carburetor. A mason jar was used to contain the fuet that appeared ~ar and 
l•ght blue In color. I g<tined acuss tO the fuel shut o ff and found it had not been fully dosed. I turn~ 
the contrQI unt il tile valve WiJS see ted and fuel leak $topped. 

John Spencer returned to the scene w ith a red fuel container that had be.en used for kerosene and the 
aircraft fuel tank was siphoned. The re was approximately four gallons removed from the tank aft er a 
photo was taken of the fuel tab gauge The red fuel container was placed on the trailer. 

After verifying there w as «)ntrot tontinulty for the second time. the controt ab&ts cut by John Spencer. 
The wings were unbolted and removtd The &andtng gear wu unbolted and removed. The wind.sueen 
and side window wa,s p&lced on the tr11tef' and the obtcraft was telocated to hanc~r 2 it kUfV 

operat tons. 

M ore information w ill be provided upon the direct official investigation os •equired. 
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1. View North 
left wing tip bow section Wtlh f1brk lodgl'd in ch1in link fenC!e-. 
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2. Vitw East 

Page 4 of17 



l. ViewWe5t 
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4. View South 
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5. Propeller blade trapped in chain link fence 
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6. forwtud Cockpit 

Pase s o f 17 
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8. FAA R~t.ration 
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9. Standard AI !Worthiness Certiflc:.le 
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10. Rt&iSttildon nwnber 
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11. Fuel gause 
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12. ~m~aed sinate blidt pro~~r. Hub mechanism is not d~m'Ctd. 
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I 3. Fuel captufed prior to dosing the fuel shut off valve 

• 

• 
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14. Loaded on tr~ iler and preparing to transport 

• 
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lS. Hangar 2. Lode Hawn Wdliam T. Pi~r Memorial Aifpott 
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