The aircraft departed the Saratoga County Airport at approximately 15:17 hrs. local time.
The pilot of the aircraft was the sole passenger. VFR weather conditions prevailed. On
climb out, at approximately 2500 feet, the pilot stated that he heard a loud bang, and noted
significant engine roughness. The pilot stated that he then lost power and began to descend
at about 1200 per minute. The pilot stated that he did not believe that he could return to
the airport and chose to land in a field nearby. The aircraft landed in a field located at 358
County Rd 21 (a.k.a. Middle Grove Rd.), approximately 3NM NNW of the airport. The
pilot of the aircraft sustained minor injuries in the crash, was treated on scene for cuts to
his fingers, and hands. He refused transport for medical treatment or evaluation.

Evidence at the crash site indicated that the aircraft landed downslope (3-4 degrees) a
significant distance into the cleared portion of the field. The airplane touched down on a
heading of approximately 010 degrees, leaving a depression of approximately 5 inches in
the soil. Markings on the ground indicate that the aircraft skidded approximately 60 feet
and then pivoted with the longitudinal axis of the aircraft pointing in a SE direction on a
heading of approximately 120 degrees. The aircraft sustained substantial damage in the
landing to include extensive damage to the left wing, fuselage, and underbelly. The left-side
water pylon separated from the aircraft wing, and the engine pylon all but separated from
the fuselage due to side loading/moments during the crash sequlae. One of the propeller
blades was partially embedded in the left side of the cabin. A significant amount of oil was
observed widespread on the exterior of the aircraft, forward and aft of the engine
mounting location. Further examination of the engine revealed that the number 6 cylinder
had failed for unknown reasons resulting in a shearing of the associated connecting rod,
perforation of the engine crankcase, and attendant loss of oil. An unknown quantity of
avgas was present in the left tank. The right tank had no fuel visible, but smell of the
vapors was consistent with the presents of avgas at some prior time. Power was observed
still applied to the panel although the Master Switch was in the off position, and the ELT
was active. The battery was exposed by on scene personnel and disconnected. The ELT was
removed from the aircraft and de-activated.

According to the pilot flight controls worked normally.

The area and aircraft were photographed. Further update and notification was made to the
ROC and NTSB by this writer.

Saratoga County Sheriff Dept. personnel responded (case number 4081-13, Sgt. Brent
Dupras tel: h) along with local Fire Dept.





