RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: January 30, 2013
Person Contacted: William Harward (Pilot)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA13LA118

Mr. Harward was interviewed over the telephone.

According to Mr. Harward, He and his two passengers were hunting hogs out of the helicopter
when the accident occurred. They had flown over to some tress where the hogs were. He heard
some "pops" and the engine rpm and rotor rpm started drooping. He was ten feet above the trees
when it happened. It was not sudden but was a gradual loss of power. He was "on the bottom of
the arc" and landed flat. He was moving forward at 2 to 3 miles per hour at the time.

They had trailered the helicopter up to Okeechobee for the flight. Prior to the flight he had
sumped the fuel system and the fuel was clean. He had flown the helicopter the day before and
weekend before the accident and it ran fine and he did not have any problems with it.

When Mr. Harward was asked if he had used carburetor heat during the flight or when he had
sensed the loss of power, he answered no, that he had not.
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: January 30, 2013
Person Contacted: Ken Fabel (Owner of N9041U)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA131.A118

Mr. Fabel was interviewed over the telephone.

According to Mr. Fabel, He used to fly about 20 years previously and was now taking lessons
from Mr. Hayward. He had owned the helicopter for approximately 7 months. He was not
present on the accident flight. The helicopter had been trailered up to Okeechobee to shoot hogs.
There were 3 people onboard including the pilot and full fuel, maybe a little less due to the

runup.
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: January 31, 2013
Person Contacted: Curtis Brown (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission)

NTSB Accident Number: ERA13L.A118

According to Mr. Brown,

No airborne hunting permit had been issued to the helicopter owner, Florida Helicopter
Adventures LLC, the pilot, or the passengers.

At the time of the accident only one company (Lykes Brothers) had been issued a permit from
FWC to do aerial hog eradication.
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: January 31, 2013
Person Contacted: Bill Edwards (FAA Inspector)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA13LA118

According to Mr. Edwards,

The pilot and the passengers had started out early in the morning to shoot hogs. The accident
occurred around 0900. They were slowly moving along above some trees when the helicopter
Jost partial power and struck the trees. The main rotor blades broke off and then were "thrown"
from the helicopter. It came down, about 20 feet and went nose down and came to rest.

They had been flying about 15 minutes when the accident occurred. The passengers onboard had
paid to hunt from the helicopter.
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On or about 26 January 2013 at approximately 0800 | started and warmed up Helicopter
9041U, A Hiller UH-12B/ OH-23B. After all controll and system checks were completed
passengers were loaded and we departed to the north end of the property to shoot
Feral Hogs. | began a paralell grid search tracking east to west and from the north to
the south, just above the treeline. On the second or third east to west pass the
passenger on my left saw hogs in the treeline. | then manouvered the helicopter toward
the indicated area. The engine and rotor RPM faded a bit and | lowered the collective
and added throttle to recover RPM. | then heard a couple of "pops" and the engine rpm
started slightly decaying. At this point | was able to fly the helicopter with partial power
away from the very tall trees and toward a clearer area in a shallow decent. The rotor
RPM remained within the green/yellow area on the tachometer and all guages were in
the green. As we were barely above the trees (10 ft? ) | elected to keep the aircraft
under control and settle it into the trees with as low a decent rate as possible. Upon
contact with the trees the Main rotor blades broke up and separated from the aircraft,
and the aircraft fell nose first 20-30 feet and impacted the ground. The left passenger
exited the aircraft through the windshield area. The right passenger exited through the
right door, and then they both helped me to exit through the right door. We then
departed the area as there was a considerable amount of fuel draining out of a vent line.
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