
INSPECTOR STATEMENT 
MICHAEL SINGLETON 
TAMPA FSDO  
N345VH 
 
01/02/2013 
RECEIVED REPORT FROM REGIONAL OPERATIONS CENTER (ROC) THAT A 
HELICOPTER REPORTED TO HAVE ROLLED OVER ON LANDING AT PETER O 
KNIGHT (TPF) IN TAMPA, FL AT APPROXIMATELY 1800 LOCAL. NO INJURIES 
WERE REPORTED. 
 
01/02/2013 
CONTACTED AIRPORT MANAGER TO ENSURE RUNWAY WAS CLOSED AND 
THE SCENE SECURED. 
 
UPON ARRIVAL I FOUND THE AIRCRAFT, A ROBINSON R-22 BETA N345VH, 
JUST OFF OF THE LEFT SIDE OF RUNWAY 22 LAYING ON ITS RIGHT SIDE 
APPROXIMATELY 1000 FEET DOWN THE RUNWAY. 
  
THE PILOT/CFI AND STUDENT WERE STANDING NEAR THE AIRCRAFT WITH 
NO APPARENT INJURIES.  
 
I INTERVIEWED THE PILOT/CFI AND SHE STATED THAT SHE PICKED UP HER 
STUDENT FROM CLEARWATER, FLORIDA (PIE) FOR AN INSTRUCTIONAL 
FLIGHT WITH INTENTION OF TRANSITIONING THROUGH CLASS B 
AIRSPACE TO KTPF FOR APPROACH AND AUTO ROTATIONS AS PART OF 
THE LESSON. 
 
THE PILOT/CFI STATED THAT DURING THE SECOND AUTO ROTATION, 
APPROACH WAS NORMAL, SHE FLARED AT 40 FEET TO BLEED OFF 
AIRSPEED THEN BROUGHT THE THROTTLE ON BUT THE RPM CONTINUED 
TO DECAY, THE AIRCRAFT THEN IMPACTED THE GROUND, BOUNCED AND 
ROLLED ONTO ITS RIGHT SIDE AND CAME TO AN IMMEDIATE STOP.  
 
THE PILOT/CFI STATED THAT SHE THOUGHT THERE IS TOO MUCH 
ROTATIONAL PLAY IN THE LEFT POSITION THROTTLE AND SHE HAD 
REPORTED IT TWICE TO THE OPERATORS MECHANIC. SHE STATED IN BOTH 
INSTANCES THAT THE MECHANIC TOLD HER THAT IT WAS NORMAL. 
 
I REQUESTED A WRITTEN STATEMENT FROM THE PILOT/CFI AND THE 
STUDENT AS SOON AS PRACTICAL. 
 
NO WITNESSES WERE REPORTED. 
 



I INSPECTED THE AIRCRAFT AND RECORDED THE DAMAGE VIA 
PHOTOGRAPHS. IT APPEARS THAT THE MAIN ROTOR BLADES STILL 
ATTACHED BUT DESTROYED. 
FUEL WAS DRAINING FROM THE RIGHT SIDE TANK FILLER CAP. 
THE TAIL BOOM IS CRUSHED AT THE FUSELAGE ATTACH POINT. 
THE TAIL HORIZONTAL STABILIZER IS BENT APPROXIMATELY 90 
DEGREES. 
THE DOORS WERE PREVIOUSLY REMOVED FOR THIS FLIGHT. 
 
I CONTACTED THE NTSB INVESTIGATOR ON DUTY THROUGH THE ROC TO 
ADVISE THEM AND GET A CONDITIONAL RELEASE TO MOVE THE 
AIRCRAFT TO A SECURE LOCATION. 
THE NTSB AGREED WITH MY ASSESSMENT AND THE AIRCRAFT WAS 
SECURED IN A HANGAR AT KTPF. 
 
01/03/2013   
INSPECTED THE AIRCRAFT IN DAYLIGHT TO DETERMINE EXTENT OF 
DAMAGE. 
AIRCRAFT WAS PLACED IN HANGAR UPRIGHT. 
FURTHER INSPECTION DISCOVERED EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO THE 
FIREWALL, EXTERNAL FUSELAGE, AND TAIL BOOM. 
LANDING SKIDS ARE SLIGHTLY BENT SO THAT THE LEFT SIDE SKID 
FORWARD END DOES NOT CONTACT THE GROUND. 
 
01/03/2013 
RECEIVED VIA FAX THE MOST RECENT MAINTENANCE ENTRIES FOR 
AIRCRAFT ANNUAL AND 100 HOUR INSPECTIONS FROM THE CURRENT 
OPERATOR, HELICOPTER ACADEMY, LLC LOCATED AT KFXE.  
 
01/04/2013 
RECEIVED WRITTEN STATEMENT FROM PILOT/CFI AND STUDENT VIA E 
MAIL. 
 
01/08/2013 
INSPECTED ROTATIONAL PLAY IN THE LEFT POSITION THROTTLE AT THE 
DIRECTION OF THE ROBINSON MANUFACTURER REPRESENTATIVE. HE 
STATED THAT BY MY DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAY, IT WAS NOT AN UN 
AIRWORTHY CONDITION.  
 
01/08/2013  
REPORTED ALL FINDINGS TO THE ASSIGNED NTSB INVESTIGATOR. HE 
CONCURRED WITH MY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATION TO RELEASE 
THE AIRCRAFT TO THE INSURANCE COMPANY.  
IT APPEARS THAT THE PILOT ALLLOWED THE ROTOR AND ENGINE RPM TO 
DECAY BEYOND A POINT THAT WAS RECOVERABLE, THEREFORE LOSING 
THE ABILITY TO CONTROL THE AIRCRAFT. 



 
01/08/2013 
AIRCRAFT WAS SALVAGED BY QUALITY AIRCRAFT SALVAGE AND MOVED 
TO THEIR FACILITY IN GROVELAND, FLORIDA. 
 
 
 




