
AIR TRAffiC CONTROL 

Providing Controllers For The Next Generation 

Date: December 11, 2012 
To: Lowndes County Sheriff's Office 
From: Valdosta ATCT 
Subject: Statement of Services Rendered 

Aircraft Call Sign: N840DS 

This statement covers Valdosta Tower communications with N840DS for the time period from 

December 10,2012 at 0035UTC (7:35pm) to December 10, 2012 at 0042UTC (7:42pm). 

On December 10, 2012 at 0035UTC (7:35pm) the pilot ofN840DS advised Valdosta tower that 
be was ready to taxi for departure. N840DS was issued the cun·ent weather infonnation and taxi 

instructions to the active runway. N840DS advised he was departing east to Jesup, Georgia. At 
0039UTC (7:39pm), the pilot ofN840DS advised ready for depa1ture was issued the current 
wind information and a takeoff clearance. At 0042UTC (7:42pm), the pilot ofN840DS was 
advised to squawk beacon code 1200 and was advised that he could receive VFR (Visual Flight 
Rules) advisory service with Moody RAPCON (Radar Approach Control) on frequency 126.6. 
At that point the pilot ofN840DS stated that he was changing to frequency 126.6 for advisory 
service. This was the last contact that Valdosta Tower had with N840DS. All services provided 
by Valdosta Tower were normal, and there were no other pertinent transmissions. 

Arthur E. Smith 
Tower Supervisor 

Valdosta Tower 



Fw: Per your request 

To:··· 
From: AA 
Date: 01/10/201 3 11 :21AM 
Subject: Fw: Per your request 

To: Steven L Davidson/ASO/FAA 
From: Olin Calicutt 
Da te: 12/14/2012 1 
Subject: Per your request 

Michael A Pupek 01i10t201311 :23AM 

.\i r1pproxima lely B: I 0- o:20pn I slepped oul on llw h11rk porch. I heL;nl :\ I ()"s Ui fl::in~ 

]O\\·(·r l h.t l: u::ud. Om· fl e1-.· 011 fr o1Jl ~ide: of llw hou::<·. or1~· 1m:r llc1t'k of LIH' hnl!:'l' (l,d\i· 

:'iclf:). ·:IH' plc1IH·:-: wr·rc· not ri:-:d>lt d1H·Io :-:om1· fo~. \ppro~im:dt·l:: I;} ~~) :-:1·c;wd:- l,dt:r. I 

h:c:rd it ~llll:ll ('ll!.{ II !C (:-:in!:!k) clircrc:fl !:!Oil!!:! rrolll 1\C~I to ('il:'l cd il hid: nd (• of d!':::·t·r:l. I 

('O tlld 1101 belie\'(; I \\'il;; i1(' 11l i.dl~· lhi::::. l :)(l\\' liJc direc t ion tll!d dC:'C('IJ I or llw plcl fH · •• :rHl 

r:Jt.1rk(·d <I ::pol in 1:1~ mind lo help rec.:o!!nize <1!ld rf·lor<,le lhe i tir·c-r ~, fl.. 'l'ltt·n I h:·,1rd IIH· 

c.:rr::'h. I !'ctn <tncl L!Ol (I rle~::hli!!hl 11nd Clt!l\"i·t ::td t hr n·i!!hborhood IJ:)kil!!.: for l h: plt11!:·. I 

cb~(:J'\'('d It:) one· C'i:'(; oul::idl' or homts i : lld Jl() :'lllOl\(•. I looked nppro:-.:illicd{·ly ·~o lllili llh·:: 

c:l ld re-I lll'll!·d ltorH:. \\l(- (1 l !!OL lwrH·. I ('('('(•i\! ·d i:'. phOJW c-.:11 frorn cl fri(·ll d ·,\'!:() ] jl, (':' ill 

I i1kc· Pc:rk ;: J:.:o . ~II!' lold Ill(; polin· wt·n.: on:r in hE·r m·ighborhood ·~·· iih n·.:.:rw· tlll :l i1r;· 

true-!\:' lookin~ for r~ cn.t~htd piC!llE'. llrdkrd io poJiC( · on·r· th{: p!wt:f· (\:r. Jbrid l\l l l:'i'~ :Jl 

Ltke Prll'k Polit·c- lkpl) i·,rd !.old ll:r-rn to c·:> nH· to Ill_\ hot!:.:(· r:nd I i':oLid l'Pdin-vl lll,·n: lo 

IIH· :'('(•IJ!• I ·!irl :'0. 'Ill(·~. \\{•('(• l.r:;:bl(· !o ]ol'd:· pldJ·· dn:· h r :H J!.:I ' I('!T'tlf l .trd r: l~ 

l'ltc~ found IIH: plnm: in II:(· :::c:ilHJ loc<1lion J jJlll ll:tn: in I h· pn·\ IOU:' itt:.:lt!. 
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Fw: Rick Poppell 

Michael A Pupek 

To: .. ----· From: Steven L Davidson/ASO/FAA 
Date: 01/10/2013 11 :20AM 
Subject: Fw: Rick Poppell 

. . .:_ ... -
• ' . ! 1 - .... ,:::-• .• '\ 

To: Steven L Davidson/ASO/FAA 
From: "David Herrin" •••••••••• 
Date: 12/1 5/201211 :40AM 
Subject: Rick Poppell 

Steven. 

01110i2013 11 :23 AM 

'. i 

Subsequent to our conversation on 12/12/12. the following statement details my experience with Rick's 
competency as a pilot. 

Rick Poppell began renting N840DS November 2011 on a per hour basis dry with no wntten agreement. 

Rick. myself. and another pilot were the only ones flying th1s a1rcraft. Both pilots "vvere recommended by 
local cred1ble sources. No other pilots were allowed to fly. As a condition stipulated by the insurance 

company. both pilots were required to fly with a CFI and endorsed as competent to fly the DA40. 

Rick submitted monthly tnp reports to Trin1ty Equipment. LLC along w1t~ours or use. 

Trinity Equipment. LLC has three members myself and my two children ____ and ­
I am the managing partner As of the end the last submission November 2012 by R1ck he had a total of 

1 03 hours in N840DS. 

During the time he rented the aircraft I did not have any reason to believe he was not competent as a 

VFR pilot He was very detailed and would report any anomaly with the aircraft as I was responsible for 

all maintenance. On several occasions. he would not fly until an issue was resolved. IE .. . Iow battery 
condition. strobe light not working . starter issue. He had begun h1s instrument training but I am not sure 

the status of this. Additionally. I believe fam1ly members flew w1th h1m on several trips which indicated to 

me his conf1dence in his abilities. 

From my perspective. he demonstrated competency to fly the airplane in VFR conditions. 

If you need additional information. please contact me. 

Best regards. 
David 

David R Herrin 





Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: January 22, 2013 
Person Contacted: Cathy Poppell (Spouse) 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA13FA083 

Mrs. Poppell was interviewed over the telephone. 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

According to Mrs. Poppell, Her husband would fly in support of his pumpkin and Christmas tree 

business, and would fly to several different locations. 

He had Type II Diabetes but it was controlled orally and his FAA doctor was aware of it. He 

would eat pretty well but was watching his weight, and would take an aspirin once a day. She 

was not aware of him being on any other prescription or over the counter medications. 

He also slept well and did not have any type of sleep apnea, nor was he allergic to anything. He 

would wear glasses for reading. 

Over the last year he had not developed or shown signs of any other health problems. He did not 

have any heart or circulatory problems and he had good balance. 

She had talked with him before the accident flight and he was in good spirits. 
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