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There was significant damage to both wings, the fuselage and the canopy. Apart from breaking off branches of trees, there was no other damage to other
property. There was no damage to other individuals.



The only occupant was the pilot. I climbed out of the fuselage the same way that I normally exit the glider.
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The plane had just received its annual inspection and there was no mechanical impairment to the plane prior to the incident. I did check both the terminal
area forecast and the NOAA Aviation Soaring forecast, which predicted winds with possible gusts from the Southwest but excellent visibility and excellent lift.

FTUS42 KRAH 141100
TAFINT
TAF
KINT 141121Z 1412/1512 VRB03KT P6SM FEW250

FM141500 22008KT P6SM SCT250=

FTUS42 KRAH 141700
TAFINT
TAF
KINT 141734Z 1418/1518 21006KT P6SM SCT080

FM151600 24012G18KT P6SM SKC=

HEIGHT OF THE - 3 INDEX...8200 FT ASL
TOP OF THE LIFT...........8800 FT ASL
GSO MAX TEMPERATURE.......71 DEGREES F
FIRST USABLE LIFT.........57 DEGREES F
MAXIMUM LIFT..............451 FT/MIN

I departed Bahnson gliderport (43NC) at 14:00 EDT on aero tow and released at 3800' MSL with the intension of returning to this field. I encountered areas
with very good lift and reached 5,000 MSL. After approximately 1 hour and 25 minutes of soaring, I prepared to return to the field from the NW.
I encountered a very significant area of sink that did not abate and realized that a return to 43NC was approaching the limit of my gliders capability. The best
decision appeared to be picking something easily reachable rather than arriving back at home field at a very low altitude. I chose the best looking easily
reachable field and set up for a right pattern to land west into the wind, and upslope on a freshly cut hay field of adequate length. The pattern was normal at
the proper speed. There were no observable wires. During the turn to final my right wing caught the top of a tall tree. The glider was pulled to the right
(clockwise) and entered other trees at the edge of the woods and the open field. Although the glider was damaged, I had only very minor bruises to my left
upper arm and left thigh. Both the NC State Police and the County Rescue Squad were quickly at the scene. I was released by the rescue squad and driven
back to Bahnson field by a State Police Officer. An initial call to the FAA was made. The property owner was contacted. Although the wing of the plane did
contact branches of the trees on his property there was no substantial damage done.

The damaged plane was intact and came to rest at the base of trees about 15 feet from the tree line of the intended landing field. The terrain is rolling.

1. Limiting glider flight to a distance such that I was not away from gliding distance of 43NC.

2. Returning to 43NC along the flight path that I had taken to get to the location where I encountered significant sinking air.

3. Turning away from the direction of 43NC in hopes of finding a larger or more suitable off field landing site.

4. Modifying the landing pattern flown to allow a steeper approach on final.

5. Turning on final such that I approached the intended land out field on a diagonal, thus increasing the linear distance available to land the glider.



ERA13CA245 ERA Murray 5/23/13

Altimeter setting was made at field elevation (800 feet) prior to the start of aero tow.

05/23/2013
Roger W. Cummings




