Appendix Report Number : AS01512029

8. AIRPORT NAME
DELAND MUNI-SIDNEY H TAYLOR FIELD

13. AIRCRAFT MAKE/MODEL
NEW KOLB AIRCRAFT CO MARK 3 CLASSIC

33. NARRATIVE |

THE PLT RPTD THAT HE WAS RETURNING TO LAND ON RWY 23, AFTER A ONE HOUR
LOCAL FLIGHT. AS HE COMPLETED A LEFT TURN FROM BASE TO FINAL, THE ENGINE
SPUTTERED THEN QUIT. HE THEN ELECTED TO DEPLOY THE ACFT BALLISTIC
PARACHUTE SYSTEM INSTEAD OF ATTEMPTING AN ENGINE RESTART, DUE TO THE LOW
ALTITUDE OF THE ACFT AND PROXIMITY TO A WOODED AREA. THE PARACHUTE
DEPLOYED AT ABOUT 300 FT AGL, AND THE ACFT DESCENDED INTO TREES LOCATED
JUST OUTSIDE THE ARPT PERIMETER.

THE ACFT SUSTAINED STRUCTURAL DAMAGE TO THE RIGHT WING AND OTHER DAMAGE
TO THE FUSELAGE AND TAIL SURFACES, DURING THE CRASH SEQUENCE. IT CAME TO
REST IN THE TREES HANGING IN A NOSE DOWN ATTITUDE. THE PLT AND PAX WERE
NOT INJURED.

EXAMINATION OF THE ACFT AFTER RECOVERY REVEALED THE FOLLOWING: APPROX 1
GAL OF 100LL FUEL REMAINED IN EACH OF THE TWO 5 GAL FUEL TANKS LOCATED
BEHIND THE PLT AND PAX SEATS. NO EVIDENCE OF ANY CONTAMINATION WAS FOUND
IN EITHER OF THE FUEL TANKS.

THE FUEL TANKS HAD A FUEL PICKUP TUBE LOCATED AT THE INBD REAR CORNER OF
EACH TANK, AND THE PICKUP TUBE OPENINGS WERE LOCATED ABOUT 1/2" TO 3/4"
ABOVE THE BOTTOM OF THE TANKS. A SHORT FUEL LINE FROM EACH TANK CONNECTED
THE PICKUP TUBES TO THE ENGINE FUEL LINE VIA A SINGLE "TEE" FITTING.

AFTER EXAMINING THE ACFT, AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO RUN THE ENGINE USING THE
REMAINING FUEL ON BOARD WITH THE FUSELAGE SITTING LEVEL. THE ENGINE
STARTED WITHIN A FEW REVOLUTIONS AND DEVELOPED SOME PWR. IT WAS THEN SHUT
DOWN BRIEFLY TO RECONNECT TWO SPARK PLUG WIRES THAT WERE OBSERVED TO BE
HANGING LOOSE FROM TREE IMPACT DAMAGE. A SECOND ATTEMPT WAS THEN MADE TO
START THE ENGINE; IT STARTED IMMEDIATELY AND RAN SMOOTHLY. SUBSEQUENT
MOVEMENT OF THE THROTTLE RESULTED IN AN IMMEDIATE ENGINE RESPONSE AND
ACCELERATION.

WITH REGARD TO FUEL PLANNING, THE PLT REPORTED THAT HE HAD ABOUT 6
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GALLONS ON BOARD THE ACFT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE FLT. THE ACFT USED
ABOUT 4 GPH BASED ON HIS PRIOR EXPERIENCE, SO HE CALCULATED THAT HE HAD
ADEQUATE RESERVE FUEL ON BOARD FOR THE 1 HOUR PLANNED LOCAL FLT.

REVIEW OF THE ACFT RECORDS REVEALED THAT THE ACFT LAST RECEIVED A
CONDITION INSPECTION ON 3/16/2012 AT 56 HRS TTIS. THE ACFT WAS ORIGINALLY
REGISTERED TO THE PLT IN APRIL 2011. IT WAS BUILT IN 2007, AND
SUBSEQUENTLY CERTIFICATED AS AN EXPERIMENTAL - OPERATING LIGHT SPORT ACFT
(s-LsA) ON 10/17/2007.






