
To whom it may concern; 

 

     I would like to go on record, and give an account of the recent issues we were having with 
the autopilot and subsystems on the S76D. 

     For the past  few months (at least six), the helicopter has experienced numerous failures with 
the auto pilot.  These issues can be corroborated by the other pilots, and the maintenance 
records. 

     The first ‘failure’ I experienced, occurred in VMC conditions, departing TA22, enroute to 
KDZB.  Approximately 3 minutes into the flight, with the helicopter coupled up (on auto pilot, 
with vertical and lateral guidance), I noticed the helicopter starting a descent, uncommanded, 
initially 200’FPM, within 5 seconds, it had accelerated to 2500’ FPM, with no audio, to indicate 
the loss of altitude.  I turned decoupled the AP and flew manually yo KDZB.  On return, I coupled 
the helo and had no further issues. 

  This type of failure has happened on at least three occasions. 

     In addition to these type of failures, the AP has failed multiple times and the for all of these 
failures, Sikorsky has always had the same answer:  ‘ replace the MCD.’  The aircraft is then test 
flown, and returned to service.  After one such replacement, next flight, with passengers, 5 
minutes into the flight, the AP1 failed.  After resetting it, we continued.  An hour into the flight 
the other AP failed, we deviated into Austin, and had another MCD replaced. 

  On yet another occasion, after replacing the part, for an AP1 failure, we were asked to fly the 
helicopter home (recovery).  We asked if there was any chance the other AP2 could fail, Sikorsky 
said ‘No’, even though AP2 had been the one failing before this AP1 fail.  We got to Waco, and 
the 2nd AP failed.  The aircraft is reduced to basis stability at that point and is difficult to fly, 
impossible to hover.  I declared an emergency and did a roll on landing into Waco.  After 
another part replacement, we flew the aircraft back to Dallas. 

The last failure I had was with passengers.  The AP1, 5 min into the flight.  We reset it, and 
continued.  An hour into flight, it failed again and we diverted into Austin, instead of the 
helipad.  

I strongly believe there is something wrong with the AP/SAS or subsystems.  Sikorsky does not 
seem able to identify or fix the root cause. 

These occurrences happened to other pilots in the department as well. 

Al Godwin 
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