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Robert Barber stated that the accident flight was his first flight in a helicopter 
and thought it would be something fun to do. He stated that he was a fixed wing pilot 
with about 2,000 hrs of flight time. He said the accident flight was a discovery flight, 
during which the flight instructor would allow him to manipulate the cyclic control and 
then the flight instructor would take it away from him and then return the cyclic 
control to him to manipulate it again, while the altitude of N4684S was about 1 - 4 ft 
above the ground, which Robert Barber thought was “unnerving.” Robert Barber said 
the helicopter skid caught the ground, and the helicopter impacted the ground. 
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