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Todd Fox

From: Todd Fox
Sent: Wednesday, August 6, 2025 12:00 PM
To: Gavin Lessley
Cc: Todd Fox
Subject: RE: CEN25LA299 (Grenada, Mississippi) - Piper J5A (N35025) - NTSB Accident Report 

Form

Mr. Lessley, 
 
Your completed 6120.1 accident report was not attached to the email (below). 
 
As discussed on the phone, I will include this email as your typed narrative associated with your 
completed 6120.1 accident report. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrew Todd Fox 
NTSB, Senior Aviation Accident Investigator 
 
 
From: Gavin Lessley   
Sent: Wednesday, August 6, 2025 11:38 AM 
To: Todd Fox  
Subject: Re: FW: CEN25LA299 (Grenada, Mississippi) - Piper J5A (N35025) - NTSB Accident Report Form 

KGNF (7-23-25) 

On July 23,2025 at Grenada municipal airport I Gavin Lessley was conducting flight training with my 
student Samford Bennet in his Piper J5 cruiser.We followed normal procedures prior to our flight 
including pre flight of the aircraft and a weather briefing. (KGNF temporarily unavailable). We started the 
engine at 7:10am and began our taxi towards runway 31. As we reached the hold short line at runway 31 
my student performed a usual run up which consisted of flight controls, magneto checks, and carb heat 
check. I then instructed my student to talk me thru a short field takeoff and perform the task as well. My 
student was able to show excellent performance during the takeoff. As the flight continued we did 
several performance takeoff and landings to a full stop. As we were coming in for the 7 landing with the 
winds as calm as ever I planned on re routing our departure to runway 13 so my student could see his 
approach from a different point of view. As we touched down with around 1500ft of runway remaining the 
airplane took a 60 degree turn towards the left and immediately the controls were changed. During the 
exchange of the controls the plane quickly kicked back to the right 90 degrees off the runway into the 
grass between the 1000ft sign and hay bells. As an instructor I had to make a decision. So with what I 
thought was sufficient airspeed 35-40mph , a narrow path , and 200 plus yards between the aircraft and a 
chain link fence I pushed the throttle open. I’m not certain but about 50-65 yards prior to the fence the 
grass was waist high which I believe killed what lift we had. As I realized we were not going to clear the 
fence I pulled the power to idle as we struck the fence and rolled in the bean field at approximately 
8:15am. My student and I both stepped out of the aircraft as we smelt a strong odor of fuel. We then 
walked back towards the hangar as I called the Rock. 
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