
 
 

 

Michael J. Hodges 
Aviation Accident Investigator / Investigator-In-Charge 
Office of Aviation Safety, Central Regional Office  

The NTSB investigator-in-charge asked the FAA Office of Accident Investigation & 
Prevention, AVP-100, on May 28, 2025, about runway 17 at the accident airport: 
 
E52 is a publicly owned airport. It is owned and operated by Oldham County.  
 
Per Google Earth Pro (these are approximate measurements); it seems the segmented 
circle (the circumference) is about 85 feet away from the runway centerline and it seems 
the lighted wind cone is about 137 feet away from the runway centerline. 
 
Are there any published distance requirements for segmented circles and wind cones, 
away from runways, so they do not present an obstacle hazard to aircraft that are taking 
off or landing? 
 
FAA AVP-100 responded back on June 3, 2025: 
 
The Oldham County Airport Layout Plan (ALP) list Airport Reference Code (ARC) B-II and 
the ALP list the Runway Safety Area (RSA) width at 150’ or 75’ from the runway centerline. 
It also lists the Runway Object Free Area (ROFA) width at 500’ or 250’ from the runway 
centerline. 
 
FAA AC 5300-13 Airport Design, Chapter 6 Airfield Systems and Facilities, Table 6-1 
Fixed-by-Function Designation for Communication, Navigation, Surveillance and Weather 
(CNSW) Equipment, states Primary Wind Cones (L-807) are not considered fixed by 
function and should not reside in the RSA or ROFA. Segmented circles are collocated with 
the primary wind cone therefore would normally be outside the ROFA. 
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Oldham County Airport (E52) is not a certificated airport under Part 139 and may have 
jurisdictional requirements under the Texas Department of Transportation that could differ 
from FAA Advisory Circulars (AC). 
 
***Nothing Follows*** 



From:
To:
Subject: RE: CEN25LA188 (N7175D, Piper PA-18 @ Vega, TX) - Airport Questions
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 9:21:24 AM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Michael,
 
The structure that was hit was a L-807 structure with a size 2 wind cone that was lighted.
 
Thanks,
Shawn
 
 

Shawn Ballew
Oldham County Judge
PO Box 195
Vega, Texas 79092

 
 
 
From: Michael Hodges  
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 7:59 PM
To: Shawn Ballew 
Subject: CEN25LA188 (N7175D, Piper PA-18 @ Vega, TX) - Airport Questions

 
Hi sir,
 
I hope you are doing well.
 
I am investigating CEN25LA188 (N7175D, Piper PA-18 @ Vega, Texas).
 
I understand that you are the airport manager for the Oldham County Airport (E52).
 
For the structure that N7175D impacted at E52, was that a type L-806 or a L-807 structure?
 
Was it a size 1 or a size 2 wind cone?



Was the wind cone lighted?
 
I want to please make sure I have the correct information in my report.
 
Thank you for the help.

Mike
 
 
Mike J. Hodges, MS
Aviation Accident Investigator, Central Region
National Transportation Safety Board
 
Clock Tower Square
14291 East 4th Avenue, Suite 7-300
Aurora, Colorado 80011
 
Cellular: 
Website: www.ntsb.gov
Response Operations Center (24/7): 1-844-373-9922
Work Hours: Monday-Friday, 0900-1730 Central Time
 
“Don’t let yesterday use up too much of today.” – Will Rogers
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - THIS E-MAIL TRANSMISSION MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION
THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, SUBJECT TO COPYRIGHT, AND/OR
EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IT IS FOR THE USE OF INTENDED
RECIPIENTS ONLY. If you are not an intended recipient of this message, please notify the
original sender immediately by forwarding what you received and then delete all copies of the
correspondence and attachments from your computer system. Any use, distribution, or
disclosure of this message by unintended recipients is not authorized and may be unlawful.

 

 






