




















           6.2.2025 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

On May, 26, 2025 at 3:15 p.m. I started to fly my PA-18 Cub in the pattern at Oldham County 
Airport. After a preflight check and ground run-up, I took off on runway 17. I had been working 
in my hangar since about 10:00 a.m. During that time, I noticed the wind was light (8knts) and 
changing directions from 200 to 300. I continued flying in the pattern and around the vicinity of 
E52. I did low approaches and touch-and-goes. During the first 10 minutes of flying, I noticed 
light turbulence. At approximately 3:30 p.m. I landed on the grass strip flanking runway 17. I 
taxied to my hangar and picked up a friend of my son to take him flying. (Kasyn Fetterman) 
Again, I took off on Runway 17 due to a light wind out of 230. We flew in the pattern for about 5 
minutes and then began to fly west of the airport over a dried lake bottom. There, we flew a 
few low approaches over the lake bottom and then climbed back to approximately 500 AGL on a 
090 heading to cross midfield and enter a left downwind for 170. At this point, I had entered a 
left downwind for 170 and was setting up for a landing on the flanking grass strip to 170. As I 
descended and turned from base into a final for 170, I encountered a pocket of unstable air and 
a heavy gust that pushed my right wing up and caused the aircraft to descend at a rapid rate. 
My response to this turbulence was to apply hard right aileron and full power. That correction 
caused me to go wings level, but I was still being forced downward by turbulence. I had the yoke 
(stick) full back and throttle full open and was not gaining altitude. At this time, I estimate my 
AGL altitude was 50’. I had the option to bank hard right and miss the wind sock pole, but risk 
hitting the wing first and rolling the aircraft, or, hitting the wind sock pole head on and possibly 
still land the plane. I chose, in the blink of an eye to hit the wind sock pole head-on.  We landed 
hard, but upright, with minor injuries. Once we came to a complete stop, I told the passenger to 
exit the aircraft as quickly as possible, he did just that. I turned off the master switch and 
magneto, then exited the plane as quickly as I could. Someone close by called 911, and another 
by standard showed up with a fire extinguisher in case of fuel leakage, none found.  

 

      This statement is true to the best of my ability, 

 

      Darren Elliott 

 




