


Statement on ARCH 1 Incident 

 

I am the Base Outreach Coordinator and a Flight Nurse at the ARCH 1 base in Granite City, 
IL. I scheduled a Landing Zone class for Hartford Fire Department on the evening of April 
24th. The class was scheduled from 1800 to 2000. The classroom portion went well. There 
was some delay in getting the aircraft up for the hands-on portion of the class due to the 
duty crew getting dispatched on a flight. I kept in touch with Ryan to see when the aircraft 
may be available. However, he said it would likely be after pilot shift change. I asked Ryan 
to discuss the PR event with the oncoming night pilot, Steven, and see if he would be 
agreeable to land at the event. Ryan called me back and said Steven would be agreeable to 
land. Steven and the duty crew landed at the PR event without incident and Hartford Fire 
Department was able to complete the hands-on portion of the class.  

I went to the front of the fire department with the fire crew and Ryan to watch the duty crew 
lift and take off. I saw the aircraft lift and shortly after it appeared that the tail of the aircraft 
made contact with a tree. The aircraft appeared to crash and catch fire. I am unsure if the 
rotors were still moving, however Ryan and I ran towards the aircraft to help with 
extricating the crew. I saw Steven in the front right seat and assisted him with exiting and 
moving away fromt he aircraft. It looked like his door was already open and he removed his 
helmet. I stuck my head in the back of the aircraft to check on Jason, but I did not see him. 
It appeared that he was able to extricate himself. There was significant smoke in the rear 
compartment and a strong smell of Jet fuel. I went to the other side of the aircraft, and I 
saw Ryan assisting Chase. Chase was in the front left seat and his door was stuck. The 
jettison did not work, and Chase was unable to remove himself from the aircraft. Ryan 
pulled the door open by ripping and tugging on it. Then we assisted Chase out of the 
aircraft.  

Shortly after we pulled Chase out, the fire in the aircraft became considerably larger.  I 
continued to try to move Chase away from the burning aircraft. At one point Ryan and 
someone from Hartford Fire were able to help me move both Chase and Jason to a safe 
area. I completed an MCI triage and rendered medical care to Chase, Jason, and Steven. 
Local EMS arrived, I gave report on what care I had provided. Then, I rode in the ambulance 
with Chase to the hospital.  


















