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Hello Mr. Thurston,  

I have gotten out of the hospital and am still recovering from my gasoline burns, but all 
seems to be healing although it will take time. I have copied your list of questions and given 
you my answers following the note "My answers:"  

 

In addition to the flight hour totals below, please reply to the following:  

1) Tell me your story, from your preflight brief/plan to the mishap location? My answer: 
On November 16 at about 3pm at the Eveleth/Virginia airport (KEVM), I checked the 
weather and it was sunny in the upper 40's to low 50's degrees F. I removed the 
gyrocopter from my rented hanger. I checked over the gyrocopter components and 
found it to be flight worthy. I filled the fuel tank which was enough for about 1 hr of 
flight. I started the engine and warmed it up for about 10 minutes. There was 
another airplane that doing touch and goes, so I waited another 5 to 10 minutes to 
clear the runway so I could back taxi to the other end and take off into the 
approximately 7 mph head on wind. After back taxiing to the off runway taxi waiting 
area, I set my rpms to 3800 and checked each of the dual ignitions (found working 
ok), I then announced my departure on my handheld radio (fitted to a chest mount 
holder). I pulled out onto the runway (27) and did a normal take off (gradual throttle 
increase, nose wheel raised slightly by controlling the rotor angle, then full throttle 
(6400 rpm), then flight in ground effect until reaching about 40 mph at which I 
maintained to climb out). I then flew to the left and went down wind to the east past 
the start of runway 27 maybe about a 3/4 mile (speed about 50 mph). Then I turned 
to the left (north) and flew for about another half mile and began to turn back to the 
west. I reached an altitude of 1000 ft AGL. I throttled the engine back to about 5800 
rpm and went for another minute or two prior to the engine abruptly stopping (no 
sputtering, or whining, or popping, or drop in rpm....just sudden stop).  
 
Then I flew it to the ground in autorotation. I knew that I would be too far from the 
airport to make it back. I looked for an area within the bushy swamp without any 
trees and I landed it gently with a flaired landing so that it didn't need any forward 
movement. I didn't think of immediately releasing my seat belt when I touched 
down. I was preoccupied with shutting off the master electrical power, and holding 
the rotor control stick as steady as possible while the rotor was spinning down. As 
the rotor was spinning down, it got into its normal unstable rpm where it wants to 
flap and wobble. In hard ground this is not a problem. However, in the swampy 
ground which is spongy and soft, it became unstable enough to cause the 
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gyrocopter to wobble and tip over on to the still spinning rotor assembly. The 
gyrocopter sunk some into the swamp. I think one of the main wheels might have 
landed in between the bunches of swamp vegetation growth such that it probably 
wasn't a flat surface.  
 
When it toppled over, I was pinned underneath of it, hanging there with the waist 
only seat belt holding me. The seat belt wasns't super snugged up, but it pulled me 
in hard at a my torso when I was suspended from it. I tried to make some avation 
radio calls without response on the local channel and the emergency channels. My 
radio was connected to my helmet with a headset and microphones, but I couldn't 
hear any responses. I thought I lost my cell phone after checking for it in its stored 
pocket, but I couldn't find it. About an hour later, I found my phone setting 
underneath by chest so I called 911 and then they sent rescue people. During this 
time of being suspended under the seat, gasoline was slowly running out of the seat 
molded fuel tank onto my coat and torso for which I received the chemical. I tried to 
reach the seat belt but couldn't get the button to move and release me. I had to have 
skin graft surgery to cover my burns and heal them, which is why it has taken me a 
while to respond.  
 

2) Please explain anything with the aircraft or the flight that was out of the ordinary My 
answer: Nothing seemed out of ordinary until the engine suddenly stopped. I flew the 
gyrocopter to the ground while it was in autorotation. It still flew perfectly fine to the 
ground.... nothing else was broken on it.  

 

3) What do you think the causal factors were? Thorough preflight check of fuel in the tank, 
no fuel, 2-stroke oil, or coolant leaks (as well as checking for sufficient oil and coolant), 
check of fuel lines, throttle cables, intact and connected electrical wires, flight control 
cables and mechanical linkage to rotor, and overall condition were done. Engine was 
warmed up for at least 15 minutes. Air temperature of 48 degrees should not have required 
richer jetting. Engine started right up and was running well at warm up, take off, and at 
cruise before it suddenly stopped (without a sputter or whining up or popping noise).  

 

4) Are there lessons learned that you can share and teach in the future to help reduce the 
risk of this happening again to someone? My answer: Engine had low hours. I don't know 
why it just stopped running (will do more investigation when it is recovered). I don't think 
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the Rotax brand 2-stroke engines can be trusted to run any length of time. The time 
between overhauls is supposed to be 300hrs. This one didn't even make it to 5% of that 
time. I will never fly and ultralight aircraft with a 2-stroke engine because they can't be 
trusted (I have heard this from others, but now I believe them). I don't want to fly any 
ultralight aircraft again. Concerning seat belts, have a cutting tool available in case you are 
trapped and can't release the buckle.  

 

5) What is the total time of the aircraft at the time of the incident? My answer: roughly 15 
hrs  

 

Send photo/scan the following Pilot Documents:  

• Pilot Certificate Private pilot certificate with rotocraft category gyroplane class or Sport 
pilot certificate with gyroplane endorsement  

• Medical Certificate  

• Picture ID  

• Pilot logbooks/ Last 12 months  

• Flight Review Endorsement  

My answers: I had a student pilot license (light sport) obtained in 2020 that was valid for 2 
years. I have taken 37.2 hr of instructor flight lessons and 46 hours solo in fixed wing light 
sport airplanes. I did not have the time and life situations did not allow me to complete the 
checkride, so I just decided to fly ultralight aircraft: Powered paraglider, fixed wing ultralight 
airplanes, and the latest being an ultralight gyrocopter. I have my pilot log book for review. 
I'm not sure if I still have the student pilot license card.  

 

Send photo/scan the following Aircraft Documents:  

• Aircraft maintenance records for the last year including last annual condition inspection 
(airframe, engine, rotor and propeller)  

• Airworthiness certificate  

• Aircraft registration  
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My answers: This gyrocopter is a single seat ultralight single seat RFD Dominator that I 
purchased in early August 2025. It wasn't registered and it was sold to me without any 
documentation or manuals. I was told that it was a kit that had been assembled some 8 to 
10 years ago, and that the original builder had passed away since then. It was being sold by 
his relative. I purchased it from a guy in Hayward, Wisconsin. I traded him a used travel 
trailer camper for his gyrocopter plus . I was told that they had ran it up and down 
their runway at the Hayward airport over the years. It supposedly had around 10 hrs on it. At 
the time of purchased, we ran the engine and turned the rotor. It looked complete and in 
good condition, so I decided to purchase it.  

 

The following you can provide in a return e-mail (times can be approximate):  

Total time in make/model of aircraft 

My answers = Powered paraglider=120 hrs, Cessna 172=4.5 hrs, Aventura 2 Light sport 
amphibian airplane=10 hrs, Aventura UL ultralight airplane=40 hrs, Phantom Ultralight 
airplane=60 hrs, Rans S6 LSA airplane=55 hrs , M-square LSA airplane, 5 hrs, Quicksilver 
MX sport ultralight=30hrs  

• Total time in all aircraft in last 90 days  

My answers = under 5 hrs ultralight  

• Total time in all aircraft in the last year  

My answer = under 15 hrs ultralight  

• Total time in all aircraft  

My answer=325hr  

 

Weather Information:  

• What weather services you obtained?  

• What were the weather factors/conditions?  

My answer: I listened to the airport weather service. The weather was sunny and warm 
enough for a short flight. The gyro has a partial wind blocking pod and windshield, but it 
otherwise open and non-enclosed. The winds were about 7 mph from the southwest/west 
and maybe about 10 to 12 mph in the air as judged comparing my indicated airspeed to my 
gps groundspeed.  
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Personal training within the last 2 years:  

· Have you participated in the Wings program in the last 2 years? If so, provide two most 
recent dates.  

· Have you attended any safety seminars in the last 2 years? If so, provide two most recent 
dates.  

· Have you completed any Simulator training in the last 2 years? If so, provide two most 
recent dates.  

· Have you completed any commercial or third party training in the last 2 years? If so, 
provide two most recent dates.  

My answer: I spoke to some instructors about how to fly gyrocopters. I spoke to a person 
that had a similar ultralight single seat RTD dominator gyrocopter concerning how to take 
of and land. I studied much literature about how to fly gyrocopters. I took a ride in a larger 2 
person gyrocopter. I watch all the Youtube episodes of Ron's Gyros in Searcy AL and spoke 
to him about techniques. I watched his several hours of videos many times. I did many 
practice runs of driving the gyrocopter on the ground before take off. I flew the gyrocopter 
about 10 short flights before having the engine out of my last flight. I thought the gyrocopter 
flew excellent and was very steady and controllable compared to ultralight fixed wind 
airplanes.  

 

Air Carrier Specific Training within the last 2 years:  

• Have you completed any air carrier initial training in the last 2 years? If so, provide two 
most recent dates.  

• Have you completed any air carrier recurrent training in the last 2 years? If so, provide two 
most recent dates.  

• Have you completed any air carrier re-qualification training in the last 2 years? If so, 
provide two most recent dates.  

• Have you completed any air carrier transition training in the last 2 years? If so, provide two 
most recent dates.  

My answers: No air carrier training concerning the above.  
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There was no damage to the swamp property on the ground. Landowner will remove the 
gyrocopter for me, and I will provide it to NTSB for inspection. 




