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The operator provided the following information in the OPERATOR/OWNER SAFETY 
RECOMMENDATION section of the accident report form: 
 
The following safety measures and operational controls were in place prior to the accident: 
  
-The pilot completed biennial wire strike prevention training (Flying in the Wire 
Environment), most recently on February 23, 2024. 
-The aircraft was equipped with a Wire Strike Protection System (WSPS). 
-The transmission line was marked and included in the geospatial mapping data provided 
for the flight. 
-The pilot had flown this specific treatment site approximately 1–2 times per year for 
several years. 
-The pilot had over 43 years of aerial application experience in Louisiana, specifically in 
sugarcane operations. 
 
Despite these measures, the accident highlights how prolonged familiarity with specific 
sites and high levels of experience can, over time, lead to a normalization of risk. In high-
hazard environments, such as low-level flight near power infrastructure, deeply ingrained 
operational routines may contribute to reduced threat perception or underestimation of 
dynamic variables—particularly under visually complex conditions. 
 
In this case, multiple environmental factors increased operational risk: 
 
A dense and uneven treeline, combined with adjacent sugarcane, likely restricted visibility 
and situational awareness. 
 
The transmission structure to the left of the flight path was obscured by vegetation and not 
likely visible until the final seconds. 
 
The structure to the right was more than 500 feet away and visually blended into the 
surrounding environment. 
 
The rising sun was a possible factor, but cannot confirm flight direction until the flight path 
can be reviewed from the onboard AgNav and aircraft GPS. 
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Recommendations: 
 
In future operations involving known or potential wire hazards — particularly under visually 
complex conditions — the following strategies should be implemented to enhance 
operational safety: 
 
Prioritize aerial reconnaissance prior to application: A dedicated low - or high-pass aerial 
survey should be conducted before the first spray pass to visually identify any potential 
obstructions, especially those that may be obscured by vegetation, lighting conditions, or 
terrain while making the application. Recon flights should be treated as a mandatory risk 
mitigation tool. 
 
Adjust application patterns to maximize safe maneuvering zones: Avoid initiating or 
concluding application passes near fixed obstacles when possible, and increase spacing 
between turnaround points and known hazards to allow for clearer decision-making and 
safer flight paths. 
 
Reinforce scenario-based wire avoidance training: Training should include simulations and 
discussions around degraded visual cues, hidden wires, partial obstructions, and glare 
conditions, emphasizing decision-making and escape strategies under pressure. 
 
Build procedural safeguards against complacency: Familiarity with a location should not 
substitute for a structured hazard identification process. Emphasize that every treatment 
site—regardless of past experience—requires a fresh evaluation of risks. 
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