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Date:  3 December 2024 
To:  Aaron M. Sauer 

Sr. Air Safety Investigator 
National Transportation Safety Board 
14291 East 4th Avenue; Suite 7-300 
Aurora, Colorado 80011 

From:  Matthew L. Chikeles (Chik) 
Subject: Responses to event on 05/29/2024 N177GW 
 
1. Narrative history of flight.  2. Operator Safety Recommendation.  3. Additional 
information. 
 
As CFI, I was demonstrating a power off 180 to land on Runway 31, at Forest Lake 
Minnesota Airport, (25D). After a smooth landing and touch town, on my roll out to the 
end of the runway, the plane drifted to the right onto the grass. The right wheel was on 
the grass and left wheel on runway. It suddenly pitched hard right towards a ditch.  I was 
able to regain control back onto the paved runway.  
 
During this recovery time, I noticed the other pilot had his hands on the yoke controls I 
was not sure if he caused the drifting and maneuvering to the right?  I had to tell him to 
release the yoke and controls, (I could not see if he had his feet on the pedals) and that I 
had full control of the plane again.   
 
While regaining control and maneuvering back onto the runway, the plane made contact 
with a runway light on the left side of aircraft. I exited the runway at the end off runway 
31. I continued taxing and I taxied back to parking area and secured the aircraft.  We 
exited aircraft normally after shutdown with the checklist and there were no injuries 
sustained.  
 
This was a Flying Club Airplane and the 1st flight/Demo for club check out for a club 
member who is a certificated private pilot.   We met ahead of time and discussed the club 
check out form and flight lesson for the first flight.  We went over the plane specs and 
operations and familiarized with systems, flight characteristics, V-speeds, maneuvers to 
be flown, and DMMS/Designated Minimum Maneuvering speed for the planned 
flight/lesson. We checked weather, did a pre-flight and commenced the lesson and club 
aircraft check out.  
 
I have flown with this club member many times in other Club aircraft and checked him 
out in other club aircraft.  We both seemed comfortable with each other.  However, he 
had not practiced a power-off 180 to land to a full stop in many years and I was unaware 
until after the incident that he was apprehensive about this maneuver.  We discussed it in 
our pre-flight briefing with the checklist and emergency procedures.   
 
With the other Club Aircraft check outs he had never performed a power-off 180 to full 
stop landing but always did a go around and simulated this maneuver.  In all our check 
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out flights with other club aircraft our first fight had been familiarization and emergency 
procedures.  The familiarity we had with each other and our previous training flights and 
just flying together for fun as club members made it not as stressful and relaxed.  
 
I think of the quote, “Familiarity breeds contempt,” I learned on this and where I 
was comfortable with his skills set and he with mine.  Another quote is: Your best 
students will often put you in the worse position.   
 
During preflight briefing I did not see the flight maneuver planning for a cause for 
concern.  We had done this procedure before (Simulated) with other club aircraft, and he 
seemed ready to do a full stop landing. It was on downwind that I noticed he was giving 
up flying the maneuver and seemed apprehensive that he could fly the aircraft to the 
airport runway, so I asked if I could demonstrate it.  He agreed and we had a positive 
exchange of controls. I became PIC/sole manipulator of the aircraft controls.  
I have since recommended further training and sent via email, a few video links to the 
procedure.  I myself have taken more Wings Courses and have flown with other CFI's.  I 
also flew solo to practice this maneuver the next day.  I prepared myself for a flight 
review I was conducting for the following day.  
 
 
The very next day I gave another club member a flight review using a non-club plane.  In 
fact, we did 3 of the very same power off landings to full stops on a grass runway for his 
flight review.  I applied my experience of the day before to this flight review and it went 
very smooth.  The out come with him is what I had planned the day before as well.  He 
too had never done/completed a full power off 180 to full landing and stop.  Many pilots 
train for the power off 180 (simulated) but often do a go around.  Completing a full 
landing adds confidence to a pilot. That skill is needed for real situations and needs 
practice as well with a CFI.   In my 30+ years of flying, I have succesfully complete 
hundreds of theses and more. 
 
Immediately after the incident on May 29th, 2024 I spoke with AOPA Legal Department. 
I was advised by counsel that this incident did not need to be reported due no injuries 
were sustained as well no structural damage under NTSB Part 830.  
 
On June 7th, 2024 I resigned my membership in the club.  As for N177GW, I do not 
know the extent of the repairs needed.  I do know the club decided to sell the plane 
instead of repairing it.  
 




