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This is the written statement from Alec Osato, the pilot under instruction. 

 

 

Mr. Jeff Heitkamp, 

Good morning, this is Alec Osato from the accident on N1429T on Wednesday. Attached is my 
statement written the night after the accident.  

 

Sincerely, 

Alec Osato 

The accident aircraft, N1429T, departed 06C around 9AM on 9/11/2024. The aircraft was 

occupied by myself and my CFII, Trevor Merle. 

The intention of this flight was to familiarize myself with the aircraft while making a cross country 

flight to JVL, at which we were to conduct an instrument approach, and then return to 06C. 

The preflight inspection showed that the aircraft had 15 gal of fuel in the left-wing tank and 11 

gal in the right-wing tank for a combined 26 gal, calculated to be sufficient, reserves included, for 

the duration of the intended flight. Fuel from both tanks were positively identified as the proper 

100LL fuel by color, and free of contaminants. The oil level was approx. 7 quarts, within the limits 

set by the POH. Before takeoff, I set the fuel selector to the fuller left wing tank. 

We completed our cross country to JVL and began our leg back to Schaumburg. The outbound 

leg was uneventful and the aircraft performed normally during the return leg leading up to the 

accident. At no time during this flight do I recall switching the fuel selector, though I had 

remarked that the aircraft had a noticeable "pull" to the right, requiring leftward yoke input to 

keep the aircraft from drifting off course. The previous aircraft I had flown also had this 

tendency, so no further action was taken to investigate this occurrence. 

Upon landing at 06C, the instructor and I made the decision to do another lap in the pattern as 

part of my familiarization with the aircraft. We departed runway 29 uneventfully and began our 

lap. 

As we became established on final for 29, the engine began sputtering and vibrating at 

approximately 400AGL, and a loss of rpm was noted. At this point, both I and the instructor 



verified the mixture was set to full, and the instructor set the carburetor heat on. The throttle was 

moved in an attempt to restore power, but did not produce sufficient thrust to make the runway 

or runway environment. 

At this point, we made the decision to use Irving Park Rd to perform a power-off landing. The 

instructor aimed the aircraft as best as possible with the centerline of the road and performed 

the landing while I ran the engine out checklist. The step of checking the fuel selector and 

turning it to "OFF" was not performed due to the limited time between failure and landing, and 

my unfamiliarity with the aircraft. 

The aircraft touched down right of the road centerline on the road, after which the right wing 

impacted an object and pitched the aircraft into shrubbery. After the aircraft came to a stop, I 

turned the ignition off and closed the mixture control. The instructor turned off the master switch 

and we both egressed the aircraft. Police officers and firefighters were on scene as we exited 

the aircraft and came to our aid. 



Instructor Statement below: 

9/11/2024 

Scheduled event from 0800-1100 XC from 06C-KJVL-06C 

Purpose- general instrument assessment- student had received instrument training from previous 
instructors at different flight school where he received his PPL 

Instructor- Trevor Merle  

Student- Alec Osato 

      instrument student, second flight with instructor, second flight in Cherokee  

  

 

approximately 0800-0815 aircraft released from maintenance   

-50hr 

-nav update 

approximately 0815-0830 

-Student and instructor having already discussed the intended flight, began preflight verified oil@7 
qts, and found fuel to be approximately 10 gal R and 15 galL  total fuel 25 Gal, 3.5 Hr flight 
time@7gal/hr 

• Determined fuel quantity sufficient for intended flight, intentions to change tanks at or about JVL 
during return flight and having found no other issues began preparations for engine start on the left 
tank. 

approximately 0830-0900 

     -performed engine start, taxi and run up with no issue, prepared for departure 

      -student unfamiliar with Rnav equipment GNS650, took time after the runup to demonstrate 
and perform equipment utilization 

approximately 0900 

      -departed airport with intent to contact KORD approach for Flight Following and handoff to 
KFRD 

      -intercepted direct course previously loaded to KJVL 

Approximately 0900-0950 

      -initial climb out from airport to 1600msl, continued to 2500msl and ended at 3500msl with 
respect to class B airspace 

      -due to frequency congestion on Approach opted to instead contact KFRD direct 



      -during first half of VFR flight (student in Simulated IFR after climb to 2500 MSL before climb 
to 3500) discussed various instrument flight topics including CRAFT clearances, and expectations 
regarding approach 

      - during second half of flight student briefed expected approach rnav22 into KJVL 

      - instructor contacted Rockford approach and received practice Rnav22 into KJVL 

      -instructor demonstrated loading and activating approach while student flew to waypoints 
directed by KRFD 

      -student flew Approach utilizing altitude step downs as appropriate and configured for 
landing at FAF exiting simulated IFR at 1200msl 

approximately 0950-0955 

      -performed full stop landing on RW22 at KJVL was instructed to exit at B taxi via A back to 22 
and taxied as appropriate  

      -at hold short talk student through loading return leg into GNS650 and ensuring all 
navigation and communication equipment was set for departure, student performed before takeoff 
check list 

approximately 0955 

      -departed KJVL with coarse and altitude provided by instructor  

approximately 0955-1035 

      -discussed different navigational equipment and walked student through intercepting VOR 
radials from JVL  

      -after initial demonstration of VOR tracking had student resume simulated IFR at             
and repeat intercept on different radial 

      -once established on radial gave student practice CRAFT clearance to 3CK, student 
executed clearance and flew to 3CK 

      -after student demonstrated adherence to clearance, instructor discontinued practice      
clearance, and instructed student fly direct back to 06C  

      -during altitude step down for KORD student went visual at approximately 2300 msl and 
flew VFR back to 06C and entered pattern amid field L downwind for RW29  

approximately 1035 

      -landed at 06C, after exiting the runway and stopping past the hold short line on taxiway A 
discussed with student whether they wanted to perform any additional laps in pattern, student was 
interested in performing one last lap and calling it a day. 

      -taxied via A for takeoff RW29 

approximately 1040 



      -at hold short line student performed before takeoff checklist, and took off RW29 and flew a 
standard pattern 

      -while in downwind instructor instructed student that he was flying a tight pattern at .6 nm 
parallel, student widened pattern while in downwind and continued pattern with slight extension to 
downwind leg to compensate per instructor guidance 

approximately 1045 

      -after completing turn to final at approximately .6nm and 400AGL instructor noted RPM 
fluctuation 

      -after student confirmed that he wasn't responsible, instructor immediately ensured that 
fuel pump, mixture and carb-heat where on or in full rich positions and attempted to manipulate 
throttle for smooth running 

      - when engine failed to respond to controls, the flight instructor evaluated available 
emergency landing sites and determined that the best course of action was to attempt an off-
airport landing on Irving Park Road. 

During power off approach 

      -instructor began to secure aircraft for power off landing, call in emergency, land at slowest 
controllable airspeed (student pointed out stall indicator going off and instructor pitched down to 
compensate) and fly plane to point of intended landing  

      -managed to avoid obstacles while landing, but landed hard  

      -immediately after landing felt impact on right side of airplane and veered into ditch. 

      -after aircraft came to complete stop, took a second to breathe and ensure student 
remained relatively unharmed. 

      -cabin door remained unjammed, and instructor and student egressed aircraft 

      -as we egressed, we grabbed personal belongings and discovered the aircraft was leaking 
fuel. 

      -evac'ed area as first responders arrived 

Both occupants were assessed by EMTs and later opted to seek medical evaluation at St. Alexius 

 

 

At this point of time, while I intended to switch tanks at KJVL I cannot recall doing so, and that this 
accident was caused by that oversight. 

 



Cherokee N1429T originated its flight from Schaumburg regional airport (06C) to Janesville regional 
airport on 9/11/2024 and was scheduled to conduct a training flight with Trevor Merle (Instructor 
Pilot) and Alec Osato (Pilot being instructed). 

Aircraft had been fueled 3 times on 9/10/2024 prior to this flight.  

9/10/2024 8:00- 8:30 a.m. - Aircraft took 10 gallons, then it flew 1.3 hours 

9/10/2024 10:00 - 10:30 a.m.- Aircraft took 16 gallons then flew 1.5 hours 

9/10/2024  12:00 - 2:00 p.m. - 1.7 hour flight- no fuel added. 

9/10/2024 5:00 - 5:30 p.m. Aircraft took 24.7 gallons, then it flew 2.6 hours. 

Instructor Statement below: 

9/11/2024 

Scheduled event from 0800-1100 XC from 06C-KJVL-06C 

Purpose- general instrument assessment- student had received instrument training from previous 
instructors at different flight school where he received his PPL 

Instructor- Trevor Merle  

Student- Alec Osato 

Instrument student, second flight with instructor, second flight in Cherokee  

approximately 0800-0815 aircraft released from maintenance   

-50hr 

-nav update 

approximately 0815-0830 

-Student and instructor having already discussed the intended flight, began preflight verified oil@7 
qts, and found fuel to be approximately 10 gal R and 15 galL  total fuel 25 Gal, 3.5 Hr flight 
time@7gal/hr 

• Determined fuel quantity sufficient for intended flight, intentions to change tanks at or about JVL 
during return flight and having found no other issues began preparations for engine start on the left 
tank. 

approximately 0830-0900 

     -performed engine start, taxi and run up with no issue, prepared for departure 

      -student unfamiliar with Rnav equipment GNS650, took time after the runup to demonstrate 
and perform equipment utilization 

approximately 0900 



      -departed airport with intent to contact KORD approach for Flight Following and handoff to 
KFRD 

      -intercepted direct course previously loaded to KJVL 

Approximately 0900-0950 

      -initial climb out from airport to 1600msl, continued to 2500msl and ended at 3500msl with 
respect to class B airspace 

      -due to frequency congestion on Approach opted to instead contact KFRD direct 

      -during first half of VFR flight (student in Simulated IFR after climb to 2500 MSL before climb 
to 3500) discussed various instrument flight topics including CRAFT clearances, and expectations 
regarding approach 

      - during second half of flight student briefed expected approach rnav22 into KJVL 

      - instructor contacted Rockford approach and received practice Rnav22 into KJVL 

      -instructor demonstrated loading and activating approach while student flew to waypoints 
directed by KRFD 

      -student flew Approach utilizing altitude step downs as appropriate and configured for 
landing at FAF exiting simulated IFR at 1200msl 

approximately 0950-0955 

      -performed full stop landing on RW22 at KJVL was instructed to exit at B taxi via A back to 22 
and taxied as appropriate  

      -at hold short talk student through loading return leg into GNS650 and ensuring all 
navigation and communication equipment was set for departure, student performed before takeoff 
check list 

approximately 0955 

      -departed KJVL with coarse and altitude provided by instructor  

approximately 0955-1035 

      -discussed different navigational equipment and walked student through intercepting VOR 
radials from JVL  

      -after initial demonstration of VOR tracking had student resume simulated IFR at             
and repeat intercept on different radial 

      -once established on radial gave student practice CRAFT clearance to 3CK, student 
executed clearance and flew to 3CK 

      -after student demonstrated adherence to clearance, instructor discontinued practice      
clearance, and instructed student fly direct back to 06C  



      -during altitude step down for KORD student went visual at approximately 2300 msl and 
flew VFR back to 06C and entered pattern amid field L downwind for RW29  

approximately 1035 

      -landed at 06C, after exiting the runway and stopping past the hold short line on taxiway A 
discussed with student whether they wanted to perform any additional laps in pattern, student was 
interested in performing one last lap and calling it a day. 

      -taxied via A for takeoff RW29 

approximately 1040 

      -at hold short line student performed before takeoff checklist, and took off RW29 and flew a 
standard pattern 

      -while in downwind instructor instructed student that he was flying a tight pattern at .6 nm 
parallel, student widened pattern while in downwind and continued pattern with slight extension to 
downwind leg to compensate per instructor guidance 

approximately 1045 

      -after completing turn to final at approximately .6nm and 400AGL instructor noted RPM 
fluctuation 

      -after student confirmed that he wasn't responsible, instructor immediately ensured that 
fuel pump, mixture and carb-heat where on or in full rich positions and attempted to manipulate 
throttle for smooth running 

      - when engine failed to respond to controls, the flight instructor evaluated available 
emergency landing sites and determined that the best course of action was to attempt an off-
airport landing on Irving Park Road. 

During power off approach 

      -instructor began to secure aircraft for power off landing, call in emergency, land at slowest 
controllable airspeed (student pointed out stall indicator going off and instructor pitched down to 
compensate) and fly plane to point of intended landing  

      -managed to avoid obstacles while landing, but landed hard  

      -immediately after landing felt impact on right side of airplane and veered into ditch. 

      -after aircraft came to complete stop, took a second to breathe and ensure student 
remained relatively unharmed. 

      -cabin door remained unjammed, and instructor and student egressed aircraft 

      -as we egressed, we grabbed personal belongings and discovered the aircraft was leaking 
fuel. 

      -evac'ed area as first responders arrived 



Both occupants were assessed by EMTs and later opted to seek medical evaluation at St. Alexius 

At this point of time, while I intended to switch tanks at KJVL I cannot recall doing so, and that this 
accident was caused by that oversight. 



A review of Mr. Merle's conduct both prior to and throughout this accident has given our leadership 
team confidence to support his continued employment as a flight instructor with Revv Aviation. He 
made a mistake that thankfully no one got hurt over, but he has been honest and has demonstrated 
personal accountability and responsibility. With that being said, we want to leverage this accident 
as a learning tool that all our pilots and instructors can benefit from. Here are our 
recommendations. 

 

 

1. Ground sessions going over the systems of Piper and Cessna aircraft. 

2. Ground sessions covering crew resource management, flight planning, fuel reserves, and 
endurance. 

3. A flight in each make of aircraft to ensure what was learned in the ground session transfers to the 
plane. 

4. A checkout with a Sr. Instructor prior to returning to flight status 

5. A statement from Trevor documenting what lessons have been learned from this incident. 

6. He will travel to our other flight school locations and present a briefing on this accident and how 
it could have been prevented 

7. Temporary suspension from flight while going through remedial training. 

 

The key contributing factors that led to this accident were improper fuel planning, CRM, and fuel 
management. We will re-emphasize the importance of following the standard operating procedures 
of the aircraft manufacturer (PIPER) and our flight school when preparing students for cross-
country flights. As an organization we will institute trip sheets that consider weather, fuel, crew 
experience and will act as a risk assessment prior to training flights. We utilize these in our 135 
charter operations, and we will implement a similar form in our flight schools to mitigate risk and 
ensure that both instructors and students are prepared for the flight.  

 

In addition, our Executive staff and leadership team are committed to Safety. At our flight school, 
safety is not just a priority, it's the foundation upon which we build every aspect of our training. We 
are committed to instilling a culture of safety in all our students, ensuring that they not only master 
the technical skills required for flying but also develop the judgment and responsibility needed to 
make safe decisions on every flight. By emphasizing safety at every step, we prepare future pilots to 
uphold the highest standards of aviation, fostering a professional mindset that will carry them 
throughout their careers. Safety is, and always will be, the cornerstone of our mission to produce 
skilled and responsible aviators. 


	NTSB Form 6120 Pilot Operator Report CEN24LA332
	6120 Continuation Alec Osato Statement CEN24LA332
	6120 Continuation Flight Instructor Statement CEN24LA332
	6120 Continuation Narrative History of Flight CEN24LA332
	6120 Contunuation Recommendation CEN24LA332



