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Kent Morgan Katnik
Boulder CO
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Kent
M

Katnik

Boulder

CO 80303

USA
26

✔ ✔

✔

06/25/2024

English Proficient

07/19/2024 Cessna
172N

✔

✔

✔
✔ ✔

✔

Tailwheel
Complex
High Performance
High Altitude

1250
1133
460

230
70
6
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✔

7500

✔
✔

✔

KRIL
1515

MDT
approx 5

ForeF approx 270

10000

10000
~30

~5

30.10

360 15
25

10+

8000+

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
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Likely minimal ground damage. Aircraft experienced bent or otherwise damaged propeller, spinner, top and bottom cowling. Landing gear
deformed. Wings structural material substantially bent. Fabric torn in various areas. Various interior and exterior bends, tears. Radio screen
damaged.

I planned to move a Bellanca 7GCAA from KPVF to KGWS on Sunday, 09/08/2024. I departed from KPVF airport at approximately 7:45am
PDT with the wing-root-mounted float-type fuel gauges showing roughly 3/4 full on each side. Based on the POH cruise performance data,
fuel gauge indication, and the '18 GAL' placard on each wing, I knew I had more than enough fuel to fly to O43 and still continue to another
airport in the event O43 did not have 100LL available at the time. I departed runway 5 and flew toward South Lake Tahoe airport, and then
southerly toward O43 for a top-off. Upon landing at O43 I refueled each wing to full and then tied the aircraft down to let the fuel settle and
walk from the airport to a grocery store approximately 1/4 mile away. I returned to the aircraft, added roughly 5 pounds of groceries to the
rear seat and secured it with the four-point rear seatbelt. I performed a preflight inspection, checking oil as clean and at approximately 7
quarts and sumped the fuel from all four drains. Upon departing o43, and knowing I was in the vicinity of some MOAs on my flight to my
next intended stop of KRIF Richfield, UT, I received VFR flight following from SSLC Center. For the next three and a half hours, I flew
across much of NV and entered UT. Upon nearing KRIF, SLC flight following canceled radar services due likely to line-of-sight issues. Once
I landed on runway 19 in Richfield, I taxied over to self serve for a top-off. My ForeFlight track log shows the landing in KRIF around 1:24
PM MDT and the subsequent fuel receipts reflect times similar to that. The initial fuel attempt yielded only 0.3 gallons, and the subsequent
attempt allowed for the remaining 27.3 gallons of space remaining in my fuel tanks to be completely full. I called the service phone number
on the KRIF self-serve since the fuel was not initially pumping, and he mentioned that it had to be held in the open position for 90-120
seconds to establish fuel flow. In Richfield, UT, I added 28.0 gallons of Avgas 100LL and secured both fuel caps, sumped all four drains,
and performed another preflight inspection. Oil appeared to be clean and still at 7 quarts. Departing Richfield, and knowing I had
limited-to-none line of sight for VFR Flight Following, I used my EFB and ForeFlight SentryPlus for a backup to my visual navigation.
According to ForeFlight track logging, the next leg was planned to KRIL Rifle, CO approximately 2:30 hours away. Knowing I had full fuel
and had just flown the airplane an hour longer, I was confident in my ability to get to KRIL Rifle and conduct one last weather check, as I fly
in the Colorado mountains and know how unpredictable the actual conditions can be compared to the forecast or observed conditions.
Roughly at the time I crossed into Colorado from Utah, I was subject to continuous updrafts and downdrafts, as well as constant light
turbulence, occasionally moderate. I work professionally as a flight instructor in the Denver area so while I was aware of the turbulent air, it
was just another part of the job for me. It did give me time and a reminder to tighten my lap and shoulder belts to the maximum amount. The
unstable air did not seem to play any adverse role until the engine sputtered for the first time approx 5nm from the site of the accident.
While conducting routine checks (carb heat, mixture setting, fuel selector ON,) I noticed the fuel gauges were bouncing so much as to not
be readable. However, I knew my 36 gallons of fuel on board were sufficient to carry me the full leg from KRIF to KRIL, and then at least
another hour plus VFR reserves. I tuned into KRIL AWOS reporting approximately 15-25kt winds out of the north. As I was preparing to
flip-flop the radio frequency to KRIL UNICOM, the engine finally failed in flight. For the section of I-70 I was above, I knew landing on the
road would almost certainly result in a stiff quartering tailwind, and I found a shorter north-south dirt road on the north side of the highway
upon which I decided to attempt a forced landing. - - - CONTINUED BELOW - - -

I do not understand why the engine failed in flight. Therefore, I do not understand how this accident could have been entirely prevented.



 

     
    

     

 

  
  

Engine failure. Lyc. O-320-A2B

✔

36

✔

Myself, sole occupant, dragged myself out of the front seat via the wing strut

 - - - CONTINUED FROM ABOVE - - - Unfortunately, as I turned base-to-final' for this road, I noticed power lines immediately in front and
below me. I exhausted the remaining aircraft energy on pulling up to clear the power lines and likely resulted in an aerodynamic stall from
one to two hundred feet above the ground. I landed around 3:47PM MDT nose-first between the main landing gear and the propeller, and
the aircraft abruptly flipped over onto its back. I never lost consciousness. Once the aircraft stopped moving, I unclasped my seatbelt,
pushed open the door, and pulled myself out of the aircraft via the right wing strut and structural braces. As bystanders arrived,I instructed
them how to turn off all the electrical switches. About five minutes after exiting the aircraft, the local fire, ambulance, and law enforcement
assisted me to the Rifle, CO Emergency room.
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