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MWarrative History of Flight

After completing my 12" load of the day, | shut down N4200Z. During the shutdown, [ satisfied
physiological needs then performed a weather check and walkaround prior to restacting the engine for
what | expected to be my final two loads. | elected to continue using my previously selected jumnp run, as
no significant wind shifts were indicated. | knew Fwould have movement jumpers enboard, so | pre-
coordinated thair descent to the south, leaving the area north of jurmyp run for my descent,

| departed 48TX to the north at 1800 CDT. Consistent with the rest of the day, surface winds were aut of
the east. There was a burble on the north end of the runway that | had attributed to being the resultant
pattern of giflow around buildings on the northeast end of the airfield. For this reasen, once sufficiantly
clear of the ground, 1 allowed my nose to point into the wind slightly. | then checked in with Fort Worth
Center and turned westbound to maks efficient use of my climb box. The climb was uneventful. | made
my two-minute jumnp call to ATC and local frequency prior o intercepting jump ruen.

lintercepted jump run smoothly, conficured my aircraft for the run, and had all jumpers safely axit my
plane prior to reconfiguring for a descent. | made radio calls to ATC and local frequency indicating that
jumpers were away as | initiated my descent. Generslly, a second call to ATC is made once the aircraft is
bedow 6,000 ft, but on this run, ATC released me early based on the absence of traffic in the area. While
atypical, an early ATC release was something | had experienced before,

I tried to quickly create distance between myself and jump run as | picked up visual targets to determine
when to turn toward the airfield. | rmade an easterly turn using higtvway 6% and the quarry north of the
airfield as references until It came into view. | ran my pre-landing checks then made a traffic call on local
frequency and selected my visual aiming point.

During the approach, | stayed pointed at my aiming paint until | began my round-out. Up to this point,
the approach felt consistent with preceding approaches in the aircraft; however, this particular round-
out seemead insufficient. | added power, but the response was late and the touchdown was hant and flat.
It became evident the nosewheel had collapsed. In the interest of safety, | attempted to stay on the
runway and quickly perform emergency shutdown procedures. As the aircraft came to a stop, | exited
through the left piot door and was quickly surrounded by personnel checking on me and the aircraft.

Recommendation

My recommendation is to ensure a sufficient round-out is achieved on future approaches. Since my
approach felt normal until the round-out, my speculation as to what factors potentially contributed to
my insufficient round-out include an improperty timed or inadeguate control input and an unexpected
environmental factor that created a reduction in elevator authaority at a critical moment. As a result, my
recommendation when flying this approach is to inttiate an earlier or more sufficient rgund-out and to
better anticipate changes in environmental factors. Additionally, whie the idle-power approach is
approved by the Airplane Flight Manual Supplement, | now recognize that a powered approach may
afford a greater opportunity for a successful landing despite different control and environmental factors.
lintend to work with others, more experienced in the aircraft than [, 16 further explore the strengths and
weaknesses of different approved approach types.
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