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1. Was an emergency hopper dump performed after the impact with ducks? No, He was on
his last pass of the field and was going to head back to the airport. Hopper had 20
gallons of spray in it at most. It was also never breached during the accident. 

 
2. I saw that the pilot egressed from the cockpit via a broken window on the left side of the

cockpit. Was the right side cockpit door jammed from the accident, or was there a
malfunction with the right side cockpit door? The door was jammed with mud. 

 
3. Were there any prior encounters with ducks or other birds on the day of the accident?

He had seen numerous birds throughout the day, much like any normal day. But there
was no impacts on the aircraft prior to the one that took him down. 

 
4. The general area that was being flown in, is it common to see ducks or other birds while

performing aerial application work? Yes, it is very common. 
 

5. Was the pilot wearing an airplane flight helmet during the accident flight? Yes he was.

 

I have two additional requests please.

 

1. Can you please send me a copy of the loss of engine power procedure from the airplane
flight manual? will send a picture in a separate email of all the emergency procedures.
Please be mindful. I don't believe he had time to go through any of them. He lost his
engine at about 20'AG.

 
2. Can you please send me a copy of the forced landing procedure from the airplane flight

manual?

On Thu, Jun 20, 2024 at 12:21 PM Michael Hodges  wrote:

Hi sir,

 

I hope you are doing well.



 

I have a few additional questions please about the accident.

 

1. Was an emergency hopper dump performed after the impact with ducks?

 

2. I saw that the pilot egressed from the cockpit via a broken window on the left side of
the cockpit. Was the right side cockpit door jammed from the accident, or was there a
malfunction with the right side cockpit door?

 

3. Were there any prior encounters with ducks or other birds on the day of the accident?

 

4. The general area that was being flown in, is it common to see ducks or other birds
while performing aerial application work?

 

5. Was the pilot wearing an airplane flight helmet during the accident flight?

 

I have two additional requests please.

 

1. Can you please send me a copy of the loss of engine power procedure from the
airplane flight manual?

 

2. Can you please send me a copy of the forced landing procedure from the airplane
flight manual?

 

Thank you again for all the help.

 

Mike

 

 



Mike J. Hodges, MS

Aviation Accident Investigator, Central Region

National Transportation Safety Board

 

14291 East 4th Avenue, Suite 7-300

Aurora, Colorado 80011

 

Cellular: 

Facsimile: 

Website: www.ntsb.gov

Response Operations Center (24/7): 1-844-373-9922

Work Hours: Monday-Friday, 0900-1730 Central Time

 

“Don’t let yesterday use up too much of today.” – Will Rogers
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