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Incident with N6JA 

 
 
This in regarding to an emergency landing of November 6 Juliet alpha on October 15 2023. Around 
0930 and 1000 I took off from the Omaha airport on an IFR flight plan at 7000 feet. Upon take off I was 
at 4000 and I was instructed to wait for 7000.  I was given vectors when I got to 4000.  
 
I was given instructions to climb to 7000, on the way to that around 5,000 I was in IMC and noticed 
moisture on my wings so I turned on my FIKI system noting there was no ice yet despite the outside air 
being around 27 degrees.   I got to 7000 I was in the cloud and still  in IMC conditions. I started noticing 
that I was getting ice on the front edge of my wings. I asked her traffic control for 9000 feet in an 
attempt to get out of the icing.  They approved me for 9000 feet and when I got to 9000 I was above the 
clouds. I actually call them to Minneapolis center. And I told them that I had experienced icing between 
seven and 8000 feet and that the temperature outside was approximately I believe 26 degrees 
Fahrenheit.  
 
About 20 to 30 seconds later I started noticing the plane was running rough. It was a vibration from the 
engine area of the airplane. I called Minneapolis center and told them that I needed to divert and they 
asked me if I wanted to go back to Omaha and I said initially Yes. However, at that time, my RPM 
gauge started to fluctuate between zero and 100 even though the engine sounded like it was still 
running. And my fuel gauge also started to fluctuate between zero and 16.5 gallons per hour. That's 
where I had my fuel set at 75% of the planes power. So when those additional items started to 
fluctuate, I told air traffic control that I needed to divert to the nearest airport. He suggested an airport 
called Red Oak and then told me that I was clear direct to red oak. He also instructed me to go down to 
4000 and I slowly declined to 4000. 
 
 At that time I got a fuel, fuel sensor or fuel flow indication telling me there was a problem with the fuel 
flow. So I went from low boost to high boost. I also took the mixture from where I was lean of peak to 
normal 100% and started to descend, I asked for additional help on vectors. I had also gone to the 
nearest button on my avionics and hit nearest for red oak and then direct enter. And then I went to 
navigation mode on my autopilot. The air traffic controller at Minneapolis center asked me which 
approach I wanted to do. I was over I was tasked saturated so I told him that I would let him to decide I 
will take his advice on which was the best runway. He told me the RNAV for runway 5 was best. So I 
input RNAV for 05.  
 
I indicated to him that I couldn't find the plate on my foreflight quick enough and if he could tell me what 
were the minimums for the barometric setting for minimums on the RNAV for 05.  He told me I believe it 
was 1320 or something like that. So I input that I hit Load are activate.  He cleared me direct to the 
initial approach fix INIHI and then I activated the approach at one point and hit direct to fly directly to the 
IAF.   
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He told me that I was off course I asked him if I was heading in the right direction. He said it's actually 
180 degrees, the opposite direction and I did not want to do the procedural turn because I was having 
engine problems. So I began to hand fly the airplane because I no longer trusted the avionics. I was in 
and out of IMC and at one point I'd say I was probably 2000 feet 3000 feet. I could actually finally see 
the runway through broken clouds and I asked him for what was the MEA for the approach where I was 
at. He told me that I could go down to I think it was 2300 at the final approach fix so I was looking at the 
distance indicator on my avionics from there. 
 
 Prior to having the runway in site I had found the approach plate and got the CTAF loaded into my 
number 2 radio.  I was monitoring Center on radio 1 when I started making call outs to Red Oak traffic 
on radio 2. I advised Red Oak traffic I was having engine problems was on final for runway 5 and I was 
landing on runway 5.  I made two calls in total at this point on the CTAF. When I saw the runway 
through the broken clouds I notified ATC that that I had the field in site and which point I heard ATC say 
that runway 5/23 was closed and I needed to circle to land.  In my head I thought “I’m on final, did he 
just tell me the runway he had me do an approach for is closed?”  I didn’t think there was another 
runway because I only saw the runway 5.  My girlfriend named Lindsey Benoist was sitting quietly, and 
I asked her to look for the airport with me because we were kind of in and out of IMCI would estimate 
we were at 2500 ft. We both saw the airfield at the same time. We saw runway five I saw no indications 
that the runway was closed until we actually started landing.  
 
At this point I had no confidence my engine would be able to do a go around and after reflecting on it, I 
also did not have confidence I could have circled to land.  I had runway 5 in sight and it looked like my 
only option short of pulling my airframe parachute.   
 
 When I knew I could make the runway, we were at 50% flaps, we going approximately 120 knots on 
short final so I pulled Power to zero and tried to put in 100% flaps.  When I put the flaps and all the way 
I got an indication that I had ice on my flaps. So, I gave it power and then put the flaps back up to 50% 
and then attempted to land the plane with 50% flaps which I know can be done very easily. I told my 
passenger that we where landing on runway and there was no chance we were going to do a go 
around.  Again, I had no confidence my engine would continue.   
 
As we were landing, we were still probably right at a little bit over 100 knots. When we were at the 
displace threshold, we noticed that there were some orange markings going across the runway 
horizontally. My passenger asked me what the orange lines where for, I said the runway is closed.  I 
still never saw the  yellow X that they had placed there only the orange sand bags placed on the x to 
hold it in place.  Reflecting back I remember thinking it looked like a yellow box with orange horizontal 
lines.. There was no lighting on the X at all. Just these orange sandbags that's what we actually saw. 
When I saw the sandbags, we landed past the sandbags and I put the plane down and we bounced. I 
then held back pressure on the plane to try to keep it floating a little bit and then come down a little 
softer when we landed. I believe while floating I hit one of the barricades with my left wheel and then 
landed.  
 
These barricades are approximately two feet in height with no lights on them going across the majority 
of the runway and I tried to avoid them by going to the left side of the barricades. It seemed like there 
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looked to be enough room for me to go around them and they were low enough they would not hit my 
wing. We tried to go around the second barricade because there was room and I was going slow 
enough but still probably 100 mph. I didn't know this at the time, but my left wing about three feet in had 
hit a bobcat skid steer that was parked alongside the runway and that caused my plane to veer to the 
left into the grass.  
 
I can see that there were holes in the grass because there were piles of dirt. So I wanted to get away 
from the grass and back onto the runway and I applied medium to heavy brake pressure on the right 
brake in an attempt to get the plane to get back onto the runway, and that was successful. And were 
able to continue to slow and I was able to maneuver around a third set of barricades into the open area 
between runway five and runway 17. At that point, we were able to stop. I checked on my passenger 
Lindsay Benoist  to make sure she was okay. She indicated that she wasn't hurt.  
We were both happy to be on the ground and I continued to taxi down the runway, the closed one way 
to the taxiway and I went on to the taxiway and maneuvered for another a couple hundred feet and I at 
that point shut the plane down by turning off the fuel pump turned off the fuel mixture and shut the 
plane down.  
 
Five minutes later someone from the airport approached in a truck and asked if we are okay.  He was 
on the phone with Minneapolis Center and handed me the phone. I spoke with them and indicated we 
had no injuries and we needed no emergency vehicles.  The only thing hurt was my pride and my 
airplane.  We were then met by Kevin the airport manager who took my passenger and I to the FBO to 
drop off our personal belongings and then took me back out to the crash site to see what actually 
caused the loss of my wing.  It was the bobcat skid steer sitting approximately 5 feet off the runway. I 
also observed the barricade I did make contact with knocked over and the light that was affixed to it 
about 50-100 feet away on the runway.  I also saw the portions of the wing I had lost when I hit the 
bobcat along with some wires on the runway.   
 
I have since filed a report using the NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System to identify the fact I had an 
incident and that as I have verbally informed both the FAA and the NTSB (as well as my insurance 
adjuster) I discovered my plane was 15 days out of annual inspection.   
 
 




