
 
 

 

Damian Galbraith 

Aviation Accident Investigator 
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On April 23, 2024, the Burnet County Sheriff’s Office provided the Investigator 
In-Charge (IIC), a witness statement from Ms. Dana Martin regarding the accident 
involving airplane N550NL at Spicewood Airport (88R), Spicewood, Texas. At the time 
of the accident, Ms. Martin was at her residence located across from runway 17 at the 
airport. 

Ms. Martin reported hearing an airplane and subsequently stepping onto her 
porch, where she observed the accident airplane approaching runway 17. the first 
approach to land was “fast” and the airplane “ballooned.” There was a wind gust at 
the time, and the pilot initiated a go-around. On the second approach, the nose 
landing gear nearly struck the runway before the airplane banked to the left. She 
heard the engine increase in power, and the airplane began to climb “straight up,” 
yawed to the left, and then went “straight down.”   

Ms. Martin reported that she placed a 911 call at approximately 1826 central 
daylight time. 

                                                            END 

 

 
 
Date: 

 
 
April 25, 2024 

  
Subject: CEN24FA164, Burnet County Sheriff’s Office Witness Summary 
  
Contact: 
 
 

Dana Martin, Witness,   
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  On May 20, 2024, the investigator-in-charge (IIC) conducted a telephone 
interview with Mr. Tyler Spidell, a certified flight instructor who had previously 
provided flight instruction to the accident pilot, Mr. Wesley Perkins. Mr. Spidell stated 
that Mr. Perkins satisfactorily completed a biannual flight review on June 10, 2023, 
and that he flew to the required standards at that time. Mr. Spidell further stated that, 
in his opinion, the accident airplane was not a good fit for Mr. Perkins, noting that 
without the use of the autopilot, Mr. Perkins experienced difficulty maintaining the 
airplane on course. 

 

 

                                                         END 

 
 
Date: 

 
 
May 20, 2024 

  
Subject: CEN24FA164, Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) Statement  
  
Contact: 
 
 

Tyler Spidell, CFI,  
 
 




