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Full statement from 6120: 

Prior to the flight, I had briefed the weather and determined it to be acceptable for a TOL's lesson. 
Condi�ons were well above VFR, and winds were less than 6kts. I also determined that the aircra� 
(N20818) was in airworthy condi�on prior to engine start. I verified that both tanks were full and there 
were no contaminants. My student and I both agreed that the aircra� needed an extra quart of oil as it 
was reading 6 quarts. We added one full quart and checked it again to verify it was an acceptable 
amount (7 quarts now). Upon comple�on of the preflight, we pulled the aircra� out of the �e down spot 
and proceeded to run the before start checklist as normal. No abnormali�es were shown on the before 
star�ng engine checklist, engine start checklist, or a�er start checklist. Upon comple�on of the a�er start 
checklist, we ran the taxi checklist and taxi'd over to the midfield runup area at KAPA. We entered the 
runup area and proceeded to run the runup checklist with no engine abnormali�es, or any abnormali�es 
for that mater.  

Upon comple�on of the runup checklist, we went through the pre-takeoff brief and went over the 
protocol for an engine failure during takeoff roll with remaining runway, an engine failure with not 
enough runway to stop, and an engine failure immediately a�er takeoff. Upon comple�on of the pre-
takeoff brief, we completed the before takeoff checklist up to the final items when #1 for takeoff with no 
abnormali�es. I had my student atempt to call ground and request taxi for patern work. My student 
botched the call, so I took over comms and made the correct call to ground and got us clearance to taxi 
to 17L for patern work touch and go landings.  

Upon reaching the hold short line of 17L, we received clearance from tower "Career track 319 fly 

straight out, runway 17L cleared for takeoff." We completed the final items on the before takeoff 
checklist and my student proceeded to enter the runway. Runway 17L was verified with runway markings 
and magne�c heading. My student proceeded to engage the throtle to full and we began our takeoff 
roll. My student made the "airspeed alive" callout, and I made the "Engine instruments in the green and 
making takeoff power" callout. We reached Vr and proceeded to climb out and fly straight out. Shortly 
a�er, the tower had us switch to runway 17R and to make right closed traffic. I repeated the instruc�on 
back to tower and advised my student that he was clear to turn right crosswind. We proceeded to have 2 
normal laps in the patern, and my student was doing a great job with his landings. I con�nued to take all 
the comms as I wanted him to focus solely on flying the plane. Upon reaching our third lap in the 
patern, we made a normal landing and proceeded to bring the flaps up and input full power to ini�ate 
the touch-and-go. We li�ed off at 60KIAS and ini�ated a climb, no longer than 5 seconds later, I saw a 
flock of large geese fly directly in front of our flight path from our right (The west). We had no �me to 
avoid the flock of geese and I felt the impact. At this point, we were about 200� agl and our engine 
began to sputer. I immediately took controls a�er the impact and declared an emergency.  

At first, it felt like we were able to maintain a slow climb, but I could hear the engine losing power and 
our airspeed began to drop. With no runway remaining, and no viable landing spot directly ahead, I 
decided the best course of ac�on would be to con�nue straight out and try and make an emergency 
landing on the golf course just south of the field. I advised tower of the situa�on and they cleared me to 
land on any runway. Unfortunately, with an extremely low airspeed I was unable to maneuver anywhere 
else but straight ahead. The stall horn was screaming at me and I knew I couldn't atempt the 
"impossible" 180 degree turn back to the runway. As the situa�on progressed, my engine began to lose 
power and I had no other op�on than to make a forced landing on the golf course. There was a lake and 



tall buildings ahead, and with a failing engine I made the decision to ini�ate flaps, pull the mixture out, 
fuel shut-off off, magnetos off, and electricals off and atempt a so� field landing on rough terrain. We 
landed on the rough field and I atempted to keep the nose-wheel off of the ground. We hit a large bump 
in the terrain and went airborne again for a small period un�l we landed on the nose wheel and flipped 
upside down. My student and I asked each other if we were okay, and when I knew that he was okay and 
could move on his own, we exited the plane as soon as possible. I saw no evidence of a fire or fuel leak 
as we briefly stood on-top of the wing to exit the crash site. My student and I walked away from the 
plane and my student proceeded to call 911.  

Within 5 minutes, the fire department and EMS were on scene and we were taken to the ambulance to 
be examined for injuries. The EMS cleared us to leave as we were both ini�ally un-injured besides a few 
cuts and a bump on the head. We both made separate statements to the police officer. A KAPA airport 
official arrived and documented the crash site, then informed us that the NTSB had cleared us to go.  He 
also informed us that they found 3 dead geese, and one s�ll barely alive on the runway. The airport 
official then transported my student and I back to the training center. 
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