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Joshua Lindberg

From: Aycock, Harold (FAA) 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2023 3:08 PM
To: Lindberg Joshua
Subject: FW: Additional information regarding 414rl

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you recognize 
the sender and know the content is safe. 

Received this from Mr. Colt last night. 
 

From: William Colt    
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2023 6:43 PM 
To: Aycock, Harold (FAA)   
Subject: Additional information regarding 414rl 

 
Good evening Ed, 
 
There are two things I would like to add to my statement, the first being the positioning of the helicopter prior to the take-
off attempt. When I looked down to write on my clipboard I noticed the front corner of the center circle, specifically a small 
portion of the outer diameter of the circle about half the width of the paint of the circle was visible just behind my left foot. 
the second thing I wish to add is the method of takeoff. two weeks and two days prior to the accident I was doing training 
with Mr. Champagen in the 407 prior to my contract being upgraded to a 407. he taught me this new method for taking off 
which I've never been shown or used in any of my prior flying. the method consists of raising the front skids off of the 
ground first by introducing a bit of aft cyclic and holding it there prior to lifting to a hover. this seems to work well in a 407 
because I did this for two weeks in 407 without any cause for concern. The day before the accident I was called and told I 
was going to be flying on a different contract than the one I was supposed to. one I haven't flown before. The contract 
took me to a platform I have never been to before, in a 206L-4. I did the same method of take-off that I had just recently 
been shown. Though I feel the differences in the landing gear system could have been contributing factors to the accident. 
the 407 has a swivel-type mount on the rear side of the landing gear. the 206 I was flying I don't recall if it had the strait 
tubes on the back or the curved ones. I think it is possible these factors may have contributed to the stinger on the rear of 
the aircraft being lower than it should be during normal take-off. I believe it's possible that the stinger was the thing that 
got trapped in the skirting or lights around the helideck, which started the initial roll, as well as the gusting wind that 
accelerated it in that direction. 
 
that's all I have to add for now, I hope that aids in the investigation. 
 
Best regards 
 
William Colt 
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