
From: Ray Smith
To: Fabian Salazar
Cc: Lp45helo
Subject: FW: CN23FA071, Two Bags recovered or three?
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:24:50 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Fabian.  The bags that were references were to return to families.  This is what was recovered. 
Please note that the weight of the bags was after being submerged and is not reflective of  the
weight of the baggage when placed on the helicopter.
 
Ray A Smith
Special Project Engineer

 

From: Michael Holley  
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 10:10 AM
To: Ray Smith 
Subject: RE: CN23FA071, Two Bags recovered or three?
 
These were recovered by the boat as it was picking up floating debris and retrieving the helicopter
landing gear.  It was 1 camo backpack, 1 black backpack, 1 blue duffle bag, 1 c-pap case, and 1 brown
portfolio.  I’ve attached a photo of the bags on the back of the boat right after they were retrieved. 
I’d estimate the black bag at around 25lbs.
 

   Respectfully,
 

    Michael Holley

   
 
 

From: Ray Smith  
Sent: Monday, January 08, 2024 9:52 AM
To: Michael Holley 
Subject: FW: CN23FA071, Two Bags recovered or three?
 
Mike-  Are you able to answer or can we get Trent to look?
 



From: Ray Smith
To: Salazar Fabian
Cc: Ray Smith; Lp45helo
Subject: FW: Documentation of the platform Light on West Delta -106
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 2:55:10 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Fabian- This work?
 
Although the damaged light appeared to be secured following the incident, it was in fact loosely
attached to the helideck. Accordingly, the light was removed as part of the effort to clear the
helideck of loose items prior to landing helicopters on the damaged helideck.  This was approved by
BSEE to put the helideck back to limited use.
 
 
Ray A Smith
Special Project Engineer

 

From: Salazar Fabian  
Sent: Monday, August 28, 2023 2:20 PM
To: Ray Smith 
Subject: Documentation of the platform Light on West Delta -106
 
Ray,
Will you please call me at your convenience or reply back with a statement. I need to get on record
the history of the platform light that was damaged in the accident. You and I discussed this before,
but I did not detail it on a record of conversation.
 
Please refer to the photos.
 
Photo 1 is a photo of the platform light. The photo was taken shortly after the accident and was
provided to the NTSB. The light is damaged but remained secured at its mount.
 
Photo 2 shows the light as it was found during the examination of the platform by the NTSB
Operations Group Chairman. The light was separated from its mount and was tucked in between the
chain link skirt and the platform.
 
What we need is a brief statement that details the events that led to the separation of the light from
the mount.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - THIS E-MAIL TRANSMISSION MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS
PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, SUBJECT TO COPYRIGHT, AND/OR EXEMPT FROM
DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IT IS FOR THE USE OF INTENDED RECIPIENTS ONLY. If you are



From: Ray Smith
To: Salazar Fabian
Cc: Fox Todd
Subject: FW: Personal Possessions (I-45 Incident)
Date: Friday, January 13, 2023 12:01:34 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Fabian-  Please note that the weights now are not reflective of the weight at time of incident.  The
bags and cloths are wet increasing the weight. 
 
Please let me know if you need the bags.
 
Ray A Smith
Special Project Engineer

 

From: Ken Biner  
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 12:58 PM
To: Ray Smith 
Cc: WD 106 ; Wayne Mason 
Subject: RE: Personal Possessions (I-45 Incident)
 
Black back pack = 23 lbs
 
Blue sport Island Operating duffel bag = 27 lbs
 
 
 

From: Ray Smith  
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 12:12 PM
To: Ken Biner 
Cc: WD 106 ; Wayne Mason 
Subject: Re: Personal Possessions (I-45 Incident)
 
Do not think they want them but need weight each bag 
 
Get Outlook for Android

From: Ken Biner 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 11:17:38 AM
To: Ray Smith 
Cc: WD 106 ; Wayne Mason 
Subject: FW: Personal Possessions (I-45 Incident)



 
Ray  --
 
              Attached are photographs of 2 personal bags that were involved in the I-45 incident.  Both
bags were retrieved from the water and brought onboard.
 
              Note that both bags contain personal items – papers, vitamins, clothing & miscellaneous
items.  Both bags are heavy as they are completely soaked and have stagnant water.
 
              Please advise.
 

From:  
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 11:08 AM
To: Ken Biner 
Subject: Personal Possessions (I-45 Incident)
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From: Erik Grosof
To: Fabian Salazar
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] - FW: Request to Determine if late pilot travelled to Brazil.
Date: Thursday, January 4, 2024 1:25:09 PM

Hi Fabian,

Here you go! See below. Hope this helps your case.

Regards,
 
Erik
 

From: Jeffrey Fuller 
Sent: Thursday, January 4, 2024 14:52
To: Erik Grosof 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] - FW: Request to Determine if late pilot travelled to Brazil.
 
[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Erik,
   Here is what we found. The pilot was in South America just prior to the accident.
 
Houston to Bogata 11/17/22 United 209. Then at some point traveled Bogata to Brazil.
Brazil to Houston on 11/30/22 United 63
 
Unsure of departure from US but inbound Brazil to Atlanta on 12/28/22, Delta 270.
During 2022, he had other travel to Brazil as well.
June 2022 outbound MCO to VCP.
 
Regards,
Jeff
 
SSA Jeffrey Fuller
FBI/NJTTF
Civil Aviation Security Program

 

From: Erik Grosof  
Sent: Thursday, January 4, 2024 11:29 AM
To: Fuller, Jeffrey A. (CTD) (FBI) 
Subject: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] - FW: Request to Determine if late pilot travelled to Brazil.
 



From:
To:
Subject: N595RL Camera Found
Date: Saturday, January 28, 2023 3:23:50 AM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The camera has been found and will be topside shortly.

I have distilled water and a container standing by.

We will be back at the dock in Houma late this evening.

We’ll be standing by for chain of custody instructions.

Respectfully,

Troy Bush
Chief Pilot / RLC



From: Ray Smith
To: Salazar Fabian
Cc: Ray Smith
Subject: RE: Request For Documentation
Date: Thursday, January 12, 2023 1:24:45 PM
Attachments: CFR-1997-title30-vol2.pdf

Drawing Index and Notes & Structural Permit Drawing, WD 106 A.pdf
Structural Permit Application, WD 106 A.pdf
West Delta 106 - Rev 2 - Revised Helideck Marking - 12-5-2022.pdf

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Fabian- Sorry for the delay in responding. Took me a while to review the design trail.  WD 106
was built in 1994 under the rules in effect at that time.  There is no certification or compliance

letter that will state that it was in compliance with API RP 2L 3rd edition. Under the rules at the
time, Walter would have built the platform to meet the design requirements found in its
Permit Application approved by the MMS (predecessor agency to what is now BSEE and
BOEM).   A copy of the permit application is attached.  As part of the construction process, a
certified professional engineer approved the platform drawings and certified that the
drawings were in compliance with the design specifications listed in the Permit Application. 
The applicable section of the CFR governing at the time of the construction was 30 CFR 250
Subpart I.  Please see the attached CFR copy, revised as of July 1997.  
Concerning the lights on the heli deck, the lights are a Crouse-Hinds series 717B7.
Measurements in the field show that this light extends 8.5 inches above the deck versus the 6

inches recommended in API RP 2L 3rd edition. As it pertains to this platform, API RP 2L 3rd

edition is recommended practice and guidance document, not regulation.  I believe the lights
are in compliance with governing regulations and the design specifications required of the
platform.   
 
 
Ray A Smith
Special Project Engineer

 

From: Salazar Fabian  
Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2023 5:08 PM
To: Ray Smith 
Subject: Request For Documentation
 
Ray,

I am requesting any documentation that showed WD 106 was in compliance with the API 2L 3rd

Revision.
 
Thank You Sir



Fabian
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - THIS E-MAIL TRANSMISSION MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS
PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, SUBJECT TO COPYRIGHT, AND/OR EXEMPT FROM
DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IT IS FOR THE USE OF INTENDED RECIPIENTS ONLY. If you are
not an intended recipient of this message, please notify the original sender immediately by
forwarding what you received and then delete all copies of the correspondence and attachments
from your computer system. Any use, distribution, or disclosure of this message by unintended
recipients is not authorized and may be unlawful.
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This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more
useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out
more Click Here.





From: paulagrocha
To: Fabian Salazar
Subject: Re: National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Request for an Interview
Date: Sunday, January 14, 2024 5:06:29 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Fabian,

Ashley Caruso informed me you would be reaching out. 

The three days prior to the accident were joyful and ordinary. We were together in Brazil with
family. He was happy and well rested. On the 26th we jogged, did groceries to prepare for
family arriving and just hung out at home. On the 27th he picked up his siblings from the
airport and once again we hung out at home in front of the beach. I was with Derek until early
morning of the 28th when he departed from Brazil to Louisiana. After that we communicated
via text messages. His last message was a good morning text when he woke up before his
shift, like usual.

Let me know if you need anything else or if you would prefer to schedule the call. I still have
a hard time speaking about this matter without crying so writing is easier. 

Paula Rocha.

Em ter., 9 de jan. de 2024 4:54 PM, Fabian Salazar  escreveu:

Hello Paula,

                My name is Fabian Salazar. I am an Air Safety Investigator for the NTSB. May I
please start this email by offering to you my sincerest condolences for your loss.

 

My job for this investigation is the Operations Group Chairman. I work for Mr. Todd Fox,
who is the Investigator in Charge. I am gathering data for Mr. Fox.  On of the items that I
usually gather for an accident like this is a Pilot’s 72-hour study. Basically, I wish to know
how Derek was doing, both physically and mentally on the three days prior to the accident.
I’d like to know about his rest and activities. I am available to talk to you on the phone or, if
you wish, you may write me back and give me a statement.

 

I will be available on Thursday or Friday (January 11 or 12, 2023) of this week if you are
available, or Monday of next week (January 15, 2023). If those days do not work, then we
can look at the last week of January.

 

Thank You for your time and I look forward to hearing from you.






