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N1815J Accident statement/ Reoccurrence preventions procedures 

N1815J Aug 24th incident by Sebintu M. Elisha 

      I Sebintu M. Elisha was with my Student Pilot  Jean-Mark M. Sankara. We took off and headed to 
KMKC and was working on take-off and landings. After student’s success we headed back to our home 
base airport (K0N0) where we were supposed to continue with touch and goes. At this particular take-
off we settled for short-field. The plane started moving and I started checking for the rotation airspeed. I 
noticed that the speed wasn’t rising, double check in the cabin for right settings and listened for any sign 
of mechanical malfunctions. The plane felt to have enough lift but the speed still wasn’t moving. The 
speed eventually started moving. I thought about aborting the take-off but I thought, with the left 
distance I’ll have to brake hard. With the possibility of the plane flipping over when hard braking, I 
decided to rotate. The engine had full power and I decided to keep it that way because I thought we was 
going to barely touch the trees and continue. Before contacting the trees I reduced the angle of attach 
(to prevent a stall) and banked little bit to the left trying to go through the opening. When we contacted 
the trees, the left wing got cut and separated from the aircraft. The next thing we noticed was both of us 
trying to escape from the demolished inverted aircraft. 

      As far as a suggestion for preventing reoccurrence goes, as a pilot, I will closely check the weather and since 
there is not an exact way to know the actual at this airport, I will always use the whole runaway. And by the way, 
when I first got to that airport (RoosterVille airport (K0N0)) I noticed that the trees were growing taller and taller 
and almost broking the approach end of both runaways (18 and 36). I brought it to the attention of airport 
management and other pilots but I was told that nothing can be done since the trees are privately owned and that 
it’s owner doesn’t want to trim them down and/or won’t even sell the area. I plan on moving to the nearest safer 
airport and train there. Lastly, as one of the DR.SE Flight Services base airport requirements, the airport must have 
AWOS or ASOS so both students and CFI keep tracking the weather (density altitude) changes through out the 
flight. 




