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Mike,
 
The fire extinguisher covers do not have a lanyard attached to the bags. It was able to come free
because it was not secured under the metal band.  It is common practice to have the bag secured
under the using the buckle.

 
Under Policy AV 0002 Aviation Safety. Section III. Procedure

 
A. Ground Operations

1. A small, covered waste container labeled Foreign Object Debris (FOD) should be
secured and easily visible near each base helipad. A search for FOD should be
conducted at a minimum daily at the time of the aircraft equipment checklist and
any foreign objects should be placed in the FOD container. It is every employee’s
duty to pick up FOD located within 50 ft. of the helipad and removed to prevent
hazards. Any ground support equipment around the helipad should be properly
secured so as not to present a hazard to the aircraft operations.

 
Pilot implied FOD checks are conducted as crews walk to and from the aircraft and anytime they are
on the ramp.  The fuel bowser is checked with the daily fuel checks.
 
Keith Luberda
Operations Safety Officer
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From: Bonham, Tony  
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2022 11:14 AM
To: Hodges Michael 
Cc: Mulholland, Sean ; Luberda, Keith ;
Jenkins - Chief Pilot AEL, Timothy 
Subject: Re: EXT: CEN22LA328 (N228MT) - Additional Questions
 
Keith,
 
Can you provide any or all of this info?





 
Mike
 
 
Mike J. Hodges, MS, CHP
Air Safety Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board
 
4760 Oakland Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 80239-2793
United States of America
 
Cellular/SMS: 
Facsimile: 
Response Operations Center (24/7): 1-844-373-9922
Work Hours: Monday-Friday, 0900-1730 Mountain Time
 
“Don’t let yesterday use up too much of today.” – Will Rogers
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 Incorporate the Perceive, Process, Perform (3P) risk management model for selecting an 
appropriate landing site. This model (resources for which are provided below) can help you 
develop the aeronautical decision-making and risk management skills to help identify the 
potential for FOD, evaluate its potential impact on flight safety, and implement the best 
course of action to mitigate the risk.  

 Educate and train flight crews who routinely work with ground personnel at landing sites 
(such as helicopter air ambulance companies, law enforcement organizations, and military 
units that coordinate with first responders on the ground) about how to identify, secure, or 
remove FOD that could affect the helicopter.  

Interested in more information?  

The following Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) resources are accessible via www.faa.gov: 

 Advisory Circular (AC) 00-59, “Integrating Helicopter and Tiltrotor Assets into Disaster 
Relief Planning,” provides guidance about helicopter landing site planning and usage 
during disaster relief operations.  

 FAA-H-8083-21A, “Helicopter Flying Handbook,” provides guidance about how to conduct 
a high, low, and ground reconnaissance.  

 FAA-H-8083-25B, “Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge,” provides guidance in 
chapter 2-15 about how to incorporate the 3P risk management model during all phases of 
flight.  

 AC 135-14B, “Helicopter Air Ambulance Operations,” provides guidance in section 3-8 for 
establishing procedures for conducting airborne and ground reconnaissance of landing 
sites and heliports, with particular emphasis on off-airport landing sites or heliports not used 
on a routine basis. 

The FAA Safety Team (FAASTeam) provides access to online training courses, seminars, and 
webinars to provide education that focuses on accident and incident causal factors, special 
emphasis items, and regulatory issues. Course ALC-28, “The Art of Aeronautical Decision-
Making,” provides information about the 3P risk management model. This course (and many 
others), as well as seminar and webinar information, can be accessed from the FAASTeam 
website at www.faasafety.gov. (Course access requires login through an existing or new free 
FAASTeam account.)- 

The NTSB’s Aviation Information Resources web page, www.ntsb.gov/air, provides convenient 
access to NTSB aviation safety products. The reports for the accidents referenced in this 
safety alert are accessible by NTSB accident number from the Aviation Accident Database link, 
and each accident’s public docket is accessible from the Accident Dockets link for the 
Docket Management System. This safety alert and others, such as SA-026, “All Secure, All Clear,” 
(which emphasizes securing items inside an aircraft) and SA-054, “Control Foreign Object 
Debris,” (which emphasizes keeping track of tools and objects during aircraft maintenance) can 
be accessed from the Aviation Safety Alerts link. 








