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NTSB Accident Report Form – Narrative History of Flight (Full Text) 

27 May 2022 Mishap 

The Plan 

At about 14:00 CDT I took off from 21D and flew to KMIC (Crystal Airport) to meet my instructor, Jeff Long, for a 
Biannual Flight Review.  I executed a go around on my first landing attempt at Crystal because the tower had me spaced 
very close to the plane in front and it had not cleared the runway when I was on short final.  I arrived at the meeting 
point at 14:30 and Jeff arrived shortly after.  I had FAA Wings credits for all of the ground instruction needed for Basic 
Wings certification.  I only needed to complete the “ASEL - Takeoffs, Landings, Go Arounds, Advanced Level” module to 
complete Basic - Phase 2 of the Wings program.  This module covers emergency decents and takeoffs and landings 
(normal, cross wind, short field, soft field).  KMIC was busy, so we decided to do the landings at Princeton (KPNM) which 
has a 3,900ft runway, 16/34 and two instrument approaches.  Preflight information gathering included current and 
expected weather (Foreflight), NOTAMs and a briefing on the airport itself (runway orientation, length, approaches, etc.) 

We departed KMIC from runway 14 and turned left to go north, climbing to 3000ft.  On the way to PNM we did a 
simulated engine failure.  I found a suitable plowed field to land in, got in a position to make a landing before ending the 
exercise.  Winds at Princeton were reported 170deg at 6kts.  For the landings at Princeton, we settled on the short field 
landing (no obstacles) first.  We entered a normal left downwind for Runway 16.   

The Landing 

I extended the downwind a little bit because I planned to make a shallower than normal final approach.  My touchdown 
aim point was given to me as the first line past the numbers.  My normal approach speeds are 100kts on downwind, 
90kts on base, 80kts on short final until I have the runway made, then slow to 70kts for flare.  This time I was targeting 
70kts on final and controlling altitude with power.   

300 or 400 feet short of the runway, I got too low and began to add power, but not fast enough.    The left wing dipped 
down and the right wing came up.  I assumed that something on the left side of the airplane (wing or landing gear) 
caught one of the small tree/bushes though I never felt or heard any impact.  We veered left significantly (between 15 
and 30 degrees) and were just about to touch down before I got the wings level again.  At that point, we were no longer 
pointed down the runway.  I assumed we were contacting other vegetation as well though, again, I never felt or heard 
any impact. I also saw trees ahead of us and decided to keep the plane on the ground rather than try and do a go-
around.  I thought we might have vegetation clinging to the landing gear as well.  We touched down short of the runway 
a little to the left and pointed left.  We struck four taxiway lights as we crossed the parallel taxiway.  We rolled up over a 
small berm.  I continued to steer the plane a bit left to avoid the trees ahead.  We came to rest about 100yds left of the 
runway.   

The engine was still running when we stopped, I shut down the engine, turned off the magnetos, (put the key on the 
dash), turned off all electrical switches, including the master switch, and set the fuel selector to off.   

Post Landing 

Neither I nor my passenger were injured in any way.  We had not struck anything bigger than a taxiway light.  I cleared 
the debris from the taxiway lights off the taxiway.  We took pictures and walked the path the airplane took.  We found 
one bush/tree that was sheered off at about 5 feet.  I don’t know if that was the first one I hit or not.  We found the 
touchdown point in the dirt about 50ft from the threshold and to the left of the runway and traced the path the plane 
took to stop.  

We found no vegetation other than grass attached to the plane. 

The aircraft was about 100yds left of the runway and pointed about 30 degrees left of course. 



I briefly turned the master switch and avionics back on to check to use the radio to check to see if the ELT had been 
activated.  It had not. 

We called the airport manager and he came out and gave us the name of someone who could move a damaged plane.  A 
town police officer also came out and took a statement. 

Notes 

I know this airplane can develop a high rate of sink at low airspeed.  I commented before the maneuver that I don’t like 
to fly it much behind the power curve.  The peak of the power curve is about 90kts.   

I do not recall hearing the stall warning horn during the mishap.  I very rarely hear the stall warning horn in that plane 
during landing.   

I found the nose high attitude on final a bit disconcerting.  The long nose nearly blocked my view of the runway.  Usually 
the nose is not that high until I flare. 

I believe I was at about 70kts when I first contacted the trees/bushes, but I don’t know for sure.  The instrument panels 
in our club planes had recently been upgraded to Garmin G3 glass panels. I have about 10 hours flying time with the new 
instrument layout.  The airspeed indicator is a tape on the left of the attitude indicator.  Most of my life I have flown 
with a dedicated airspeed indicator with a needle on a round dial.  It still takes me a fraction of second more to find my 
airspeed with the new instruments than with the old ones.   

The weather was good; about as good as you can get for flying.  There was a light wind with a very small crosswind 
component from the right. Examining the AWOS after the fact, it seems that there was a gust of wind to 14kts. just 
about the time we landed.  That could have been what lifted the right wing and not so much the vegetation catching the 
wheels.  Had I known that for sure, my response would have been different. 

My list of possible contributing factors: 

Executing a maneuver that I don’t do very often. 

Not picking a touchdown point further down the runway.   

Getting  too low and slow on final approach 

Tall brush in the runway safety zone 

New (10 hrs) to glass panels 

Unexpected wind gust.   
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