














On April 13th, 2022 at approximately 6:22 AM MDT time, after completing the cirrus checklists including 
a normal runup, I departed KGJT to KAPA.  I picked up an IFR flight plan.  I climbed at 100% power with 
the boost pump in low boost position to FL230 to be above the clouds/weather.   Fuel flow was in the 
normal range.  Upon climbing through 10,000ft MSL I turned on the onboard oxygen and put on the 
oxygen mask.   

I switched fuel tanks about 10 minutes into the flight to maintain fuel balance.  I leveled off at my filed 
altitude of 17,000ft about 13 minutes in.  After a few minutes after leveling at 17,000 I decided, I would 
need to climb higher to remain above the cloud layer in front of me over the mountains.  I requested a 
climb to FL210 and after a few minutes at FL210 was in the cloud tops.  I then requested FL230 and 
climbed to FL230.  During the climbs I used full power/full rich and low boost.  During the climb from 
FL210 to FL230 I briefly noticed an alternate air indication on the PFD.  The engine was still performing 
normally and producing full power.  I was not in icing conditions and have seen this before and the 
solution is typically to reduce power a bit which will extinguish the light. 

Upon leveling at FL230 I reduced the power to approximately 65% to 75% power and adjusted fuel flow 
to the lean of peak marker on the Garmin MFD.  Upon reaching this lower cruise power setting the 
alternate air light extinguished and all engine instruments were normal.  I was in visual conditions with 
blue sky and was above the clouds by 1000-2,000ft.  The air was smooth and I had approximately a 30kt 
tailwind.   

At approximately 6:57 AM MDT, I experienced a drastic reduction in power being produced by the 
engine.  I looked at the percent power and it was indicating approximately 10%-15%.  I immediately 
pushed the mixture to full rich and that provided no change in power, I tried the high fuel boost setting 
and that produced no change.  I adjusted the power lever backward and forward with no effect.  I 
switched fuel tanks. 

I immediately declared an emergency to Denver Center. 

At approximately 6:58AM MDT, I found what I thought was the nearest airport to the South East on the 
MFD and hit Direct To.  The aircraft started a turn to the right.  I changed to IAS mode on the autopilot 
and set approximately 90kts-100kts with the wheel.  I started a descent into the cloud tops to maintain 
best glide and entered IMC conditions. 

At approximately 6:59AM MDT, the controller had not replied to me so I declared an emergency again 
and asked for the nearest airport.  Denver Center replied and said Leadville off my left side was the 
nearest airport so I entered Direct To Leadville from the MFD screen which started a turn to the North 
East.   

Around this time, I experienced smoke coming into the flight deck which led me to believe there was a 
catastrophic failure with the engine and a restart was not going to be possible.  I advised ATC about the 
smoke in the flight deck. 

I continued to monitor my altitude and requested the MSA in the area from Denver Center as I was still 
in IMC.  



At approximately 7:02AM MDT, while waiting for the controller to respond another pilot in the area 
indicated that if I made a right hand turn to the East it would help me get closer to the valley so I 
selected heading mode on the AP controller and turned to an East heading. 

Right after the controller returned with the safe altitude in the area was approximately 16400ft.  At that 
moment I saw I was descending through approximately 16400ft and I noticed a small circle of 
yellow/mountain peak appear on the MDF indicating that terrain was near. 

At approximately 7:03AM MDT I announced over the radio that I was going to deploy the parachute.  I 
immediately pulled the mixture to cut off and pulled the red CAPS handle down.  I heard a loud bang like 
a gunshot and was pulled forward in my seatbelt as the aircraft slowed down under the chute.  Within a 
few seconds the aircraft had slowed down and the nose pitched up.  About this time, I broke out of the 
clouds and saw a lake in the distance.  I made one last radio call that I was coming down under the chute 
near a lake. 

I then turned off the battery master and all the switches on the panel.  I sat up as straight in the seat and 
put my hands in my lap.  Within seconds I hit the ground hard and heard a loud bang as the aircraft 
wings impact the ground.  I instantly felt as though I could not breath and had some minor back pain. 

I sat there for a bit to catch my breath.  Once I could breathe again, I removed my oxygen mask and I 
looked around and realized I was in a field with sagebrush and trees around.  I moved my arms, legs, 
hands, toes, and neck.  I realized that while my back hurt a little, I was overall in good shape.  I cracked 
the pilot side door open to ensure I had a quick escape if needed.  I looked for signs of leaking fuel or fire 
but did not see any; I decided to remain in the airplane where it was warm. I noticed the oxygen was still 
flowing in the mask, but did not want to start a fire by turning the master back on to turn the system off. 

I opened the center console and activated the SOS button on my Garmin InReach.  I then found my 
iPhone.  I realized that I had phone service so I called 911.  I read the GPS coordinates to the 911 
dispatcher.  

The 911 dispatcher indicated they had been notified of a crash and asked if I was the pilot.  I explained 
that I was the pilot and that I had some minor back pain but was otherwise ok. I let her know there was 
no signs of leaking fuel or fire and that I would stay inside the aircraft. 

The 911 dispatcher let me know search and rescue was enroute to me.  Using Google Maps, I let her 
know I was between a couple of lakes and a camp ground near the highway.  She eventually asked if I 
heard siren sounds from the EMS vehicle and I confirmed. 

Shortly after, search and rescue arrived and checked my vitals.  I let them know I was ok and felt 
fine/thought I could walk.  They said that since I had some back pain it would be best to carry me out on 
a board just to be safe. 








