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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Michael J. Hodges 
Air Safety Investigator 
Central Regional Office 
Office of Aviation Safety  
National Transportation Safety Board  
 
Date: January 24, 2022 
Person Contacted: Jesse Musha (son of the accident pilot, Thomas Busse) 
NTSB Case Number: CEN22LA103 
 
Narrative: 

 
The following is a synopsis of the information provided by Jesse Musha to the NTSB 
investigator-in-charge, via telephone conversation. 
 

• Jesse was present when his father was going to takeoff from the Sylvania Airport (C89), Sturtevant, 
Wisconsin, on January 18, 2022. His father was flying his personal airplane, N90129 (a Cessna 120 
airplane). 

• The purpose of the flight was for personal reasons. His father had to rotate the propeller via hand to 
start, and his father was flying the airplane to have a new starter installed. His father’s intended 
destination for the maintenance work was the East Troy Municipal Airport (57C), East Troy, 
Wisconsin.  

• Prior to his father taking off, Jesse asked him if he thought the winds were too strong. His father 
responded that the winds were strong, but doable for flying. 

• Jesse reported the winds were gusting. He was not sure of an estimated wind speed when asked. 
• Jesse noticed that the airport windsock was moving all around, from north-south, to north-east, to 

north-south, and back to north-east.  
• Jesse estimated the temperature was around 20°F, it was chilly outside, and it was a clear day.  
• During the takeoff, it looked to Jesse like his father was struggling to get the airplane off the ground. 
• Jesse reported the airplane barely left the ground and he observed the airplane depart the runway 

over the grass and impact a parked fuel truck.  
• Jesse is unsure as to what caused the runway excursion and impact with the fuel truck. 
• Jesse reported the accident time was at 1100 local time.  
• His father never reported any mechanical issues or concerns with the airplane to Jesse.  
• Jesse reported his father kept detailed maintenance records of the airplane.  
• Jesse described his father as a pilot who was very safety focused. Jesse has flown with his father 

before, but Jesse is not a pilot.  
• Jesse reported there is insurance coverage on the airplane.  

*** Nothing Follows ***  
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Michael J. Hodges 
Air Safety Investigator 
Central Regional Office 
Office of Aviation Safety  
National Transportation Safety Board  
 
Date: February 9, 2022 
Person Contacted: Jesse Musha (son of the accident pilot, Thomas Busse) 
NTSB Case Number: CEN22LA103 
 
Narrative: 

 
The following is a synopsis of the information provided by Jesse Musha to the NTSB 
investigator-in-charge, via telephone conversation. 
 

• Jesse was sitting in his truck, next to the blue and white hangar (the hangar the airplane is kept in), 
when his father was going to takeoff from the Sylvania Airport (C89), Sturtevant, Wisconsin, on 
January 18, 2022. 

• His father used to own and fly a Cessna L-19 airplane and before that, he owned and flew a Cessna 
140 airplane. 

• His father’s normal takeoff procedure, that he always did, was to taxi down the runway, to a circular 
area at the end of the runway. His father would do his safety checks and check the flight controls 
and gauges and make radio calls. Jesse assumed his father did his normal safety checks before he 
took off on the accident flight.  

• His father would also maneuver the airplane 360 degrees in that area to check for other traffic 
(which he did on the accident flight), before taking off.  
*** Nothing Follows ***  
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Michael J. Hodges 
Air Safety Investigator 
Central Regional Office 
Office of Aviation Safety  
National Transportation Safety Board  
 
Date: August 25, 2022 
Person Contacted: Thomas Busse (the accident pilot) 
NTSB Case Number: CEN22LA103 
 
Narrative: 

 
The following is a synopsis of the information provided by Thomas Busse to the NTSB 
investigator-in-charge, via telephone conversation. 
 

• Thomas was able to recall taxiing out to the runway for departure in the airplane. 
• Thomas was also able to recall that he applied engine power for the takeoff, but he is unable to 

recall any events occurring after that.  
• Thomas did not report any mechanical issues with the airframe and the engine, up until when he 

applied engine power for takeoff.  
*** Nothing Follows ***  


























