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behind him. Mike continued his descent to near the bottom of the canyon. There was a strong

SSW wind (210/35 mph) a couple thousand feet above the surface (the last point I recall

checking the wind readout on my EFIS), and so I remained above the canyon rim to assess
_ potential turbulence. Gary’s aircratt appeared just slightly lower than I was. Mike followed the

. twisting course of the river bottom. During the third turn and after less than a minute inside the

canyon, his aircraft was in a steep-banked left turn (heading approximately west), when it
appeared to drag its left wingtip into the terrain. The aircraft immediately nosed into the ground
and came to a complete stop. I observed no fire, no cloud of dust, and no scattering of deris.

- Total time from impact to stop was no more than a second.

~ would become the new Lead and I would assume the Number Two position with the

responsibility of avoiding any flight path conflicts. We agreed the crash was not survivable, and

we then contacted Denver Flight Service and Denver ARTCC with Mike’s aircraft type and

location. With our fuel level becoming a concern we recovered to Meadow I.ake airport. Dnce_ A
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