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On 19 October 2021, Operations Inspectors David Plum and Jess Reynolds met with aircraft owners

N140R

Richard Middlekamp and John Schmidt at the [opeka Billard airport (K1 0OP) to inspect the tallwheel ot

AP/IA Jerad Haas of Heinen Aviation Services inspected the tailwheel and stated it was not functioning

properly and had failed which could have cause the wheel o be sideways upon landing. His coniact is

This information is consistent with the witness report of Mike Morgan
saw the tailwheel rotating as the aircraft was departing Fort | eavenworth airport KFL V

who reported he
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Michael J. Hodges

Air Safety Investigator

Central Regional Office

Office of Aviation Safety

National Transportation Safety Board

Date: 11/03/2021

Person Contacted: Jerard Haas (Airframe and Powerplant Mechanic/
Inspection Authorization — Heinen Aviation Services)

NTSB Case Number: CEN211.A448

Narrative:

The following is a synopsis of the information provided by Jerard Haas to the NTSB
investigator-in-charge, via a telephone conversation.

e Jerard examined N140R (Cessna 305A airplane) with two Federal Aviation Administration aviation
safety inspectors (from the Wichita Flight Standards District Office) on October 19, 2021, in
Topeka, Kansas. The two owners of the airplane were also present during the examination.

o The empennage of the airplane was elevated up and the tailwheel assembly was rotated in different
directions by hard.

e When the tailwheel assembly was moved in one direction, it had tension. When the tailwheel
assembly was moved in another direction, there appeared to be no tension. The tailwheel assembly
exhibited an extreme amount of play when moved in the direction of no tension.

o The tailwheel assembly was not disassembled at the time; however, it is believed the tailwheel
assembly internal locking mechanism likely failed for unknown reasons.
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