
















CEN21LA384 Central Region T. Sorensen August 29, 2021



I arrived KLAN/Av flight approx. 4pm on Tuesday August 24 for departure to KMLB.  

Did preflight check and loaded baggage from first two passengers Pat and Gail Biddix, (mom  

and dad) checked weather and Foreflight for NOTAMS at KLAN and KMLB. The last passenger  

Jeff Wells arrived at approx. 6-6:30 pm  

Tower called in 28L as storm was approaching from /West/NW – as we taxied out tower  

said 280/07 winds, but we could have 10R departure to avoid storm. Knowing POH limitations  

even with 07 knots tailwind and 8000ft runway, to the best of my knowledge I was within limits  

according to our POH. Once I got to 10R and had clearance for departure I observed windsock with right  

quartering headwind, and started departure roll. I recall the tower calling in wind shear on 28R as I 
started my roll on 10R. 

At approximately 4000 feet of runway, I noticed the left rudder didn’t seem to be functioning  

properly after trying to move both rudders back and forth.  After seeing the left rudders was not  

functioning, I wasn’t comfortable with taking off. (As notice of caution and disclosure I had 2  

previous issues with pitch trim, one aborted landing in KORL resulting in new pitch trim motor  

Also, less than 2 weeks prior to the accident, I lost aileron trim motor resulting in me disconnecting  

the autopilot and hand flying approximately 55 miles holding hard left stick to keep the plane  

straight. This resulted in grounding of the plane and a new motor installed.) 

 I decided to abort the takeoff and reduce throttle to idle. I attempted to apply full braking only to have 
right braking available. I still had approximately 2-3 thousand feet of runway left when I made this  

decision. The plane attempted to turn right, and I released braking again. I attempted breaking  

multiple times with the results being the same. I then focused on minimal pressure on right  

brake, opposite aileron to compensate, back pressure on elevator to reduce as much speed without  

running off runway to the right in fear of flipping over. I was concerned if we ran off runway to  

the right into grass at our ground speed we would flip over. I instructed the passengers for  

potential impact and brace for a crash. Once we ran out of runway, we crashed into a fence,  

jumped a road and then I noticed us approaching a ditch. I applied as much back pressure as  

possible to keep nose wheel up trying not to dig into ditch and flip us. Once we hit the ditch, we  

came to an immediate stop and fire was evident out our passenger side. I believe I did emergency  

shut off engine and fired the halon switches. 



 I was able to open entry door and I removed rear passenger Gail (mom) and dog then right  

passenger Jeff exited. We noticed Pat (dad) sitting on passenger seat exit window was still  

buckled in and sitting there. Jeff and I went back to plane and struggled to remove passenger  

from plane. At this point plane was fully engulfed. 

The end result was I made a decision to abort takeoff in fear of mechanical failure on roll out as  

the plane never lifted off the ground. I did my best to control plane down remaining runway  

resulting in 4 humans walking away injury free. 




