






















NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT 
Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident. Describe 
terrain and include wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent. Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and location, 
services obtained, and intended destination. Provide as much detail as possible.  
 
RPIC has continuously been operating UAS since June 23, 2015, initially under 333 exemption 
11874 and under Part 107 after August 2017.  RPIC has conducted thousands of flights and 
several hundreds of demonstrations nationwide without incident.  RPIC has taught numerous 
Part 107 courses (48 hours), UAS Response in HAZ-MAT scenarios and has assisted several 
Police & Fire Departments to stand up their UAS programs. Safety has/is always been priority 
#1!  Prior to any/all flights, RPIC always verifies Airspace with Foreflight and SkyVector.com.   
 
RPIC was scheduled to travel to Forsyth, GA for a series of meetings starting 4/28/2021 - 
4/30/2021.  On 4/27/2021, prior to departure from KPHX to KATL, RPIC was notified that he 
was to perform a demonstration for Towns County Sheriff's Office in Young Harris, GA on 
4/28/2021 at 1000 EST.  Arrangements were made to have various UAS models (including an 
M300RTK) delivered to the Marriott at Georgia International Convention Center (KATL) for the 
following day's demonstration.  On 4/28/2021, RPIC travelled to Young Harris, GA conducted an 
initial demonstration flight without incident.   
 
RPIC was scheduled to conduct a 2nd demonstration flight with his immediate supervisor (Tim 
Wiley) with the M300RTK (UAS) assigned to Wiley.  The afternoon prior to the demo, RPIC was 
advised by Wiley that RPIC would be performing the demo solo and that the M300RTK's latest 
firmware had been updated successfully (by Wiley) and was ready to go. 
 
RPIC took possession of the UAS and Battery case on (5/5/21) and elected to spend the night at 
the Marriott located at the Georgia International Convention Center, a midpoint between 
Forsyth, GA and Young Harris, GA.  On 5/5/2021, RPIC woke up at 0630 refreshed and after a 
light breakfast drove to Young Harris, GA (2 hours) for the presentation. 
 
Upon arrival, RPIC assembled the UAS, added the H20T camera on Position 1 and added a 
Wingsland Z15 Spotlight on Position 2.  RPIC verified that all components were firmly attached, 
Inspected UAS for any damage to propellers, motors and for any signs of other damage (none).  
RPIC powered on the smart controller followed by the UAV.  RPIC set minimum safe altitude at 
150' AGL and, awaited for satellite acquisition (minimum of 9) and checked for any error 
messages (none), checked voltage on both batteries and individual battery cells (all within +-.01 
vdc).  RPIC launched UAV to 10' AGL to perform control/response check (no issues).  RPIC flew 
directly to a wooded area away for the Sheriff's Office and hovered at 393' AGL at a lateral 
distance of approximately 1500' to demonstrate the H20T camera's Zoom and Thermal 
capabilities.  The UAV responded well.  RPIC then attempted to power on the Z15 Spotlight w/o 
success and within seconds realized that the UAV was unresponsive to any command input. 
After several unsuccessful attempts, RPIC initiated RTH.  UAS started flying towards the home 
point and hovered at 393' approximately 25-30' short of the home point.  RPIC issued lateral 
commands w/o success and initiated descent.  UAV descended to approximately 7' over a 
vehicle but would not go any lower and did not respond to any lateral or yaw control inputs.  



After several (3-4) attempts to land w/o success, RPIC carefully grabbed the landing gear to 
move the UAV away from the vehicle.  The UAV resisted and once released, repositioned itself 
over the vehicle.  RPIC an LEO bystander and asked for assistance.  RPIC demonstrated the 
"motor off" procedure to the LEO and asked him to perform it upon my command.  I grabbed 
the UAV by the landing gear with both hands and once secure and balanced, asked the LEO to 
shut it off... no response.  We tried the procedure two more times w/o success and then RPIC 
attempted to shut it off w/o regard to the vehicle... no response.  As a last-ditch effort RPIC 
attempted to carefully release the batteries by manually disengaging the batteries (extremely 
bad idea) and the right hand was struck 3 times by the propeller.  RPIC's memory is not reliable 
after the propeller strike but did somehow manage to bring the UAV down without further 
injury to himself, to others or property. 
 
LEOs rendered First Aid and RPIC was transported by Ambulance to Chatuge Regional Hospital, 
110 S Main St, Hiawassee, GA 30546.   
 
Doctor cleaned the wound, attempted to glue it closed w/o success, applied a pressure 
bandage, prescribed pain medication and RPIC was released. 
 
RPIC arrived back in Phoenix on Friday (5/7) afternoon still bleeding and called Dr. Frankel 
(Ortho Specialist).  The earliest appointment was on Monday (5/10).  Upon examining the 
wound, Dr. Frankel immediately scheduled RPIC for surgery on Tuesday afternoon. Later on 
that evening (Monday), RPIC received a call from Dr. Frankel’s office to advise that surgery was 
moved to 1st thing Monday morning. 
 
Due to anesthesia, nerve block and subsequent pain medication, RPIC’s memory is sketchy from 
Monday (5/10) to Saturday (5/15) morning.  RPIC stopped the pain medication on Friday 
evening (5/14) and continued with prescribed anti-biotics. 
 
Dr. Frankel advised that the nerves to the pinky and ring finger had been severed and that he 
had re-attached both with cadaver nerves. 
 
RPIC has a follow-up with Dr. Frankel on Thursday (05/20) at 0845. 
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